NEW YORK                      March 5, 2005

Dear Friends,

The date of Asian Pacific American Heritage Festival has changed from May 1st to May 8th.
 
The 26th Annual Asian Pacific American Heritage Festival is organized by the Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans (CAPA).  This is the largest Pan Asian outdoor event on the East Coast featuring live music and dance, martial arts, film screenings, children's activities, arts and crafts.  For more information visit www.capaonline.org
  
The Organization of Chinese Americans - New York Chapter will have a booth at this year's APA Heritage Festival.  Come celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage Month with OCA New York and over a hundred other participating organizations.
 
Mark your calendars and invite your friends and family.

Date: Sunday, May 8th
Time: 12 Noon to 6 p.m.
Location: Union Square Park, New York City
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OCA CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
2005 OCA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
Washington, DC – The Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA) is opening the 2005 OCA Scholarship Program with applications now available online. Scholarships and financial aid are critical in helping students attain a college education. Depending on funding, OCA typically provides up to 60-$2000 scholarships for each academic year.

"OCA is dedicated to education in the APA community," commented OCA National President Ginny Gong. "We recognize the need to provide opportunities to Asian Pacific American students who do not have access to the financial resources necessary to pursue higher education."

OCA has awarded over 1600 scholarships to financially disadvantaged students through its various scholarship programs.

"Education has always been a high priority in the Asian Pacific American community." noted Christine Chen, OCA Executive Director. "Although the average level of education for APAs is high, the statistics are misleading. Although there are many members of our community who have advanced degrees, there are countless APAs who are unable to attend college because of financial difficulties. Through our many scholarships, OCA is committed to granting deserving APA students a chance they otherwise would not get."

For more information on OCA’s scholarship programs and an application, students may go to OCA’s website at www.ocanatl.org. The deadline for applying to the 2005 OCA Scholarship Programs is April 11, 2005

MEMPHIS
The following letter was sent by Lisa Chow to her proud parents, Gilroy and Sally Chow on her selection as Queen Cleo VI for the celebration of the Carnival Memphis.  Her Auntie Pearl is also very proud.

WOW! 
 
I'm not sure if many of you know what the coronation is all about.  For the past 5 years I have been involved with this Carnival Memphis Krewe, Ptolemy.  I have served on the board, been secretary and also a duchess before.  This year the Krewe elected me to represent them as their 6th queen since our Krewe is 6 years old - many of the others are over 50 years old.  The Krewe has about 100 members and we celebrate Carnival Memphis each year for the first week in June.  This historically dates back to the traditional Cotton Carnival connected with the Maid of Cotton.  This is a festive week of luncheons, balls, and galas to celebrate Memphis.  Leading up to Carnival week, each of the Krewe's crowns a king and queen and has fundraisers for misc. children's charities.  There is also a Carnival King, Queen, Princesses, Pages, and Scarabs.  This weekend the Grand Krewe of Ptolemy is crowning me Lisa of the House of Chow to be Queen Cleo VI.  They are almost crowning all of you . . .of the House of Chow:) 
 
 Queen Lisa
**********************************************

If you would like to see pictures of this proud event, please write to me.  Thanks.

Gladys

