N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

May 6, 2005

NEW YORK                 MAY  6, 2005

Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) E-newsletter: A "Tell Your Friends and Family!" Announcement of Events, Exhibits and Programs at MoCA and Around New York City. For more information, visit www.moca-nyc.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1) MoCA website relaunched!

2) "Have You Eaten Yet?" featured in Slate, Print and Food Arts Magazines 

PROGRAMS:

3) Saturday, May 7: Kick-off Weekly Walking Tours of Chinatown! 

4) Sunday, May 8: CAPA APA Heritage Festival

5) Wednesday, May 11: "Chinese Restaurants: Brazil South and India West"

6) Saturday, May 14: Family Programs: Asian American Heroes

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS:

7) CAPA APA Heritage Festival

FEATURED Asian Pacific American Artists scheduled to perform include: Kinding Sindaw, Johnny Hi-Fi, Bollywood Axion, BiTriP, Chinese Folk Dance Company, Maggie Kim, Malaysian Cultural Dance Troupe, Bento, Makalina Tahitian Dancers, and Kristine Sa.
 

Emcees for the event include news anchors Cindy Hsu and Arthur Chi’en from CBS, Sandra Endo from NY1 and comedian Jami Gong from TakeOut Comedy.

 

The Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans is grateful to the following corporate sponsors of CAPA’s 26th Annual APA Heritage Festival: Con Edison, Gilead, Goldman Sachs and Verizon.

 

CAPA would also like to give special recognition to the following community organizations: Asian CineVision for their continued support of APA artists; Asian Jade Society and the 13th Precinct/NYPD for providing police presence; Coalition of Asian American Children and Families for organizing the Children’s Program; PANDA @ SUNY Downstate College of Medicine for the health screenings; and the American Cancer Society for providing informational assistance.  CAPA is especially appreciative of Julie Azuma and Tamio Spiegal for their longtime support of our organization and the festival.

*****************************************

1) The Museum of Chinese in the Americas' website has been re-launched!  Thank you for your patience while the site was under repair.  Visit our site at www.moca-nyc.org.

2)   MoCA's "Have You Eaten Yet?: The Chinese Restaurant in America" exhibit continues its successful run and recently enjoyed coverage in an article written by author GISH JEN for Slate Magazine.  To view the article, visit http://www.slate.com/id/2117567.  Also, pick up the March issues of Print and Food Arts magazines for coverage on the exhibit.  "Have You Eaten Yet?" runs through June 30, 2005.

3)  MoCA Kicks Off Weekly Walking Tours of     Chinatown, NYC

MoCA launches its weekly public walking tours of Chinatown on May 7th, 2005!  MoCA's "Experience Chinatown" and "From Coffee Houses to Banquet Halls" walking tours are personal looks into one of New York City's oldest and most diverse Neighborhoods.  Visit local historic landmarks and entertain your senses with the sights and sounds of Chinatown.  For a full schedule, visit the Neighborhood Guide section at www.moca-nyc.org.  

MoCA is also pleased to co-sponsor Bessie-Award winning Red Dive's "Peripheral City: City of Refuge 2005" walking tours!  Red Dive's interactive tours examine overshadowed communities of New York City.  Incorporating music, dance and theater, "City of Refuge" explores Chinatown as a place of shelter and hope, where immigrants settle to build their dreams.  For more information on "City of Refuge" visit www.reddive.org. 

4) CAPA APA Heritage Festival

When: Sunday, May 8, 2005; 12:00 - 6:00 pm

Where: Union Square Park North

Join MoCA at one of the largest Pan-Asian outdoor events on the East Coast to celebrate APA Heritage Month.  Organized by The Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans (CAPA), the day will be filled with live music and dance, film screenings, children's activities, arts and crafts and over a hundred participating organizations.

5) Film Screening & Director's Q&A: "Chinese Restaurants: Brazil South and India West"

When: Wednesday May 11, 2005, 6:30 pm

Where: New York University, King Juan Carlos I of Spain Center, 53 Washington Square South (Thompson and Sullivan Streets); http://www.nyu.edu/map/virtual.nyu for a map.

Suggested Fee: $10/ General Admission; $8/MoCA, QMA, 3rdI Members & NYU Students w/ ID

RSVP: (212)619-4785 by May 4, 2005

Highlighting the Museum's food and restaurant season is Canadian filmmaker Cheuk Kwan's "Chinese Restaurants" documentary series that tell the story of the Chinese diaspora through its most recognizable and enduring icon -- the family-run Chinese restaurant.  In this segment, Kwan visits a family in Southern Brazil amidst the explosive celebrations of the country's soccer championship win and in Western India where two sons carry on their father's restaurant legacy. 

Director Cheuk Kwan will join the program for a Q&A session following the screening.  The program is co-sponsored by the NYU Asian/Pacific/American Studies Program & Institute, Queens Museum of Art and 3rdI NY.  

6) Family Program: Asian American Heroes

When: Saturday, May 14, 2005, 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Where: MoCA, 70 Mulberry Street, 2nd Floor

Fee: Free with Museum Admission

RSVP: (212)619-4785

MoCA hosts an afternoon of storytelling and craft activities in celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.  Learn about Asian American heroes who have made significant contributions to the APA community, battling through obstacles and discrimination to achieve success.  Most appropriate for children ages 4-8.  

7) CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: CAPA APA Heritage Festival

MoCA is looking for enthusiastic and personable volunteers familiar with the Museum's exhibits and programs to assist us at the APA Heritage Festival!  Responsibilities will include handing out literature and answering questions about the Museum.  Meet tons of new people and enjoy a day outdoors!  

Here are the available shifts:

1)      11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

2)      1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

3)      4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

If you would like to volunteer, please email or call Beatrice Chen at bchen@moca-nyc.org or (212)619-4785 x104 with your top two preferred shift times.  Thank you!

*****************************************The Museum of Chinese in the Americas is supported by our members and by funds provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, National Endowment for the Humanities, New York State Council on the Arts - Museum Program & Special Arts Services, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation, JP Morgan Chase Foundation, JT Tai Foundation, MetLife Foundation, Museum Loan Network, Ong Family Foundation, Pumpkin Foundation and the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation.

NEW JERSEY

Reminder:  NJ Reunion and luncheon to be held in Somerset, NJ on Saturday, May 21, 2006.  If you haven’t sent in your reservation, the form is enclosed for your convenience.  Please come and meet old friends or make new ones.

******************************************

ORGANIZATION OF CHINESE AMERICANS, NEW JERSEY CHAPTER CONDEMNS ANTI-ASIAN, ANTI-IMMIGRANT BIAS RADIO PROGRAM: NJ 101.5 RADIO IN RESPONSE TO JUN CHOI'S CAMPAIGN IN EDISON, NEW JERSEY 

Paramus, NJ - OCA-New Jersey Chapter vehemently denounces  anti-Asian, anti-immigrant remarks made by NJ  Radio 101.5 in reference to Jun Choi, a Korean -American seeking election as Mayor of Edison, NJ.  

The OCA-New Jersey Chapter is writing in support of Jun Choi, candidate for Mayor of Edison, NJ.   We at the OCA-NJ Chapter were dismayed when we learned of the bias and anti-immigrant intent of your radio program. Obviously, your public broadcast took to promoting stereotypes and distrust, based upon ignorance, rumor and unbounded fears of Asian people.  Specifically, we would like to express our outrage of the hate program produced by Charod Williams and broadcast by Craig Carton and Ray Rossi. The program shamelessly attacked Asian Americans through it’s issue of racial slurs.  Moreover, this type of radio programming and racism promotes and condones hate crimes and prejudice. 

Asians are as capable as any other American to serve as elected officials.   There are many Asians in public service today such as Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation, Norman Mineta, and former Governor of Washington, Gary Locke.  Regrettably, that an issue of ethnic background has arisen during a political campaign in New Jersey, a state with such diversity.  Proper recognition needs to be given to the countless numbers of Asians Americans who have made significant sacrifices and contributions to the building of this great nation.  Americans have been granted the Freedom of Speech; however, we doubt that our forefathers intended to have this type of Freedom of Speech that the offenders, Craig Carton and Ray Rossi, exercised on this radio show.   We demand that radio station, NJ 101.5 dismiss Craig Carton and Ray Rossi and apologize to Jun Choi for these insensitive remarks. 

Headquartered in Washington, D.C. the Organization of Chinese Americans, Inc. (OCA) with over 80 chapters, was founded in 1973 as a national non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization of concerned Chinese Americans and Asian Pacific Americans.  OCA is dedicated to securing the rights of Chinese American and Asian American citizens and permanent residents through legislative and policy initiatives at all levels of the government.  OCA aims to embrace the hopes and aspirations of the nearly 2 million citizens and residents of Chinese ancestry in the United States as well as to better the lives of the 10 million Asian Pacific Americans across the country.  The OCA-New Jersey Chapter is comprised of concerned citizens from all over the state of New Jersey and meets in Bergen County.
MISCELLANEOUS

This would be a great job opportunity for any Asian Americans who are interested in exploring the possibilities.  Please visit the following site:

 http://www.adiversity.com/events/20050506/
***********************************

Foreign Workers Coming to a Cruise Ship Near You 

"Outsourcing" – which has become synonymous with sending American jobs to India or China – could soon mean foreign workers sleeping in ships just a few miles off America's coasts. 

In an outrageous affront to U.S. labor laws, a California company plans to anchor a 600-cabin cruise ship just beyond the three-mile limit off the coast of El Segundo, near Los Angeles, and stock it with foreign software programmers.  The company, SeaCode, will seek to classify the workers as "seamen," avoiding U.S. payroll taxes and the need for immigration visas. 

Programmers from places like India and Russia would work 8-hour or 10-hour shifts, either day or night. Take-home pay: About $21,500 a year. 

Compare that to the salary of an American programmer – median salary for programmers is around $60,000, and those with extensive experience can make $125,000 or more - and U.S. companies like SeaCode could reap a windfall. 

SeaCode says it will . . . 

To read the rest of this article Click Here. 

******************************************

Just in case you haven't read this very interesting article from the NY Times

TRAVEL |   April 24, 2005 
The Natural and the Sacred in China 
By CONNIE ROGERS 
Trekking in China's Yunnan province, where the natural world exists in wild diversity and a mountain is revered by Buddhists.
Interesting note. there were Chinese Americans who fought in the civil war!  Check out another interesting website.

http://www.army.mil/asianpacificsoldiers/
