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On August 23,2005, MOCA is having a pre-25th anniversary  pre-Legacy dinner reception.

Time:  6:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 

Location:  70 mulberry Street, 2nd floo

Please RSVP 212-619-4785x107
by August 19, 2005.  All welcome to attend. 

*******************************

The Asian American Writers' Workshop has a small 100 square foot interior office for rent, available starting September 1st. Ideal for a writer who wants to work on finishing a manuscript. We have had a great track record of helping individuals overcome writer's block and graduate students finishing 
thesis work. A year's commitment would be nice.  

Break-room kitchen, 24/7, doorman, freight elevator in centralized location, one block from the Empire State Building.

The rent is “best offer.” No charge for heat or trash collection--your life is hard enough. Contact Quang Bao at 212-494-0061 or email desk@aaww.org

The Asian American Writers' Workshop
16 West 32nd Street, Suite 10A
New York  NY  10001-3814
212-494-0061 tel
212-494-0062 fax
desk@aaww.org email
http://www.aaww.org/ web
*******************************

A new RCI website is up and running. It has up-to-date activities of RCI, the Chinatown Partnership LDC, and some of the other projects RCI is working on such as the Chinatown Design Lab. The website also has recent census data of Chinatown, news articles from the Washington Post to the NY Times and the China Press. Please take a look when you have the chance. 

visit the new and improved website.....
www.rebuildchinatown.org 
******************************

Anti-Asian Voter Discrimination in 2004 

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund releases new report on eight states. 


New York, NY ... Commemorating the 40th anniversary of the federal Voting Rights Act earlier this month, the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF), a 31-year old civil rights 
organization, released a new report outlining an array of voting obstacles encountered by Asian American in the November 2004 Presidential Election.  The report is available at 
http://www.aaldef.org/images/2005-08-18_ElectionReport.pdf

On Nov. 2, 2004, with the help of more than 1,200 volunteers, AALDEF monitored almost 200 poll sites and conducted a multilingual survey of 11,000 Asian American voters.  AALDEF received more than 600 complaints of voting barriers.

 

** Poll workers were rude, hostile, and made racist remarks.  For example, poll workers said Asian American voters should not be citizens and blamed Asian voters for holding up lines.  

** Voters’ names were missing from voter roll books, often due to faulty processing or mishandling of voter registration forms.  Many 
were simply turned away.  

**  Although HAVA requires that these voters be offered provisional ballots, poll workers denied voters this right.  Even when provisional ballots were cast, many were not counted.  

**  Poll workers made improper and excessive demands for identification, misapplying HAVA’s ID requirements.  These demands were often only made of Asian American voters in violation of the 
Voting Rights Act.  One voter was required to provide her naturalization certificate, and when she returned with it in hand, she was told that it was! too late to vote.  


AALDEF staff attorney Glenn D. Magpantay noted that some of these problems were not new.  In 2000, while the nation focused on Florida, in New York City ballots flipped the translated party 
headings with Democrats listed as Republicans and vice versa.  AALDEF sent complaint letters to local elections officials that detailed the 2004 obstacles and offered recommendations for improvements.
*******************************

WASHINGTON, DC   

OCA Unveils Vision for a National Center for Asian Pacific American Leadership

LAS VEGAS – During its 27th Annual National Convention, held July 28-31 in Las Vegas, the leadership of OCA announced plans to establish a National Center for Asian Pacific American (APA) Leadership in Washington, DC. 

The Center which will house OCA’s headquarters, a community gallery, library, technology center, conference rooms and offices. 

“We are talking about a significant symbol of our community's presence, a center in our country's capital where the Asian and Pacific Islander American community would be proud to call home,” said Claudine Cheng, past president. 

The concept and plans to establish the Center is the second phase of the OCA Building Campaign, which was formed in late 2003. Former Washington State Governor Gary Locke and the late Dr. John Tsu, former Chair of the White House Initiative on Asian American and Pacific Islander Affairs, were tapped as the campaign’s Honorary Co-Chairs. 

One of the key attractions of the Center will be the community gallery where APA artists, musicians, authors and entertainers will have a venue to showcase their talents. “The Asian Pacific American Program at the Smithsonian Institution has hosted half-a-dozen exhibits from across the nation in various museums on the National Mall, but we desperately need additional space to represent our diversity and rich experiences, said Franklin Odo, Director of APA Programs at the Smithsonian Institution. “OCA would provide a fantastic service by building in flexible space for our communities to share in the Nation's capital.” 

The Center recently received its first major donation from Dr. Chi Wang, for the establishment of the library to hold a comprehensive archive of materials and resources on APA history, culture and life. 

Fundraising efforts for this undertaking is in full swing and it is anticipated that a building will be purchased and the Center will be established and opened by no later than 2008. Anyone interested in receiving additional information and/or contributing to this effort should contact David Chu, Development Manager, at the OCA National Office at 202-223-5500 or at dchu@ocanatl.org . 
