NEW YORK Sept. 30, 2005
Columbia Business School Asian Alumni Club Presents:
Real Estate Investments in China
October 13th, 2005 - 6:30 to 9:30 PM 
Columbia Business School invites you to a panel discussion by leading specialists on the development of Real Estate Investments in China. These world-class executives will provide valuable insights and deliver their outlooks for 2006 and beyond. This will also be a good opportunity to network with business executives and fellow alumni.
Speakers
· Mr. Kurt W. Roeloffs, Managing Director, Head of Asia Real Estate, Deutsche Bank
· Mr. Ryan Botjer, Director, Tishman Speyer
· Mr. David Lawrence, Senior Vice President, Hines
· Mr. Lijian Chen, Global Head of Real Estate Research, UBS
Moderator
· Prof. Camille Douglas, Columbia Business School
Detailed discussion topics:

· Why invest in China real estate? 

· Future Chinese growth trends and current development parameters --anticipated demand for real estate (i.e., office users, residential buyers, retailers, distribution networks). 

· What sectors of real estate investment are doing well? Residential, office building, hotel, shopping center, etc. 

· Understand the leading fundamentals and indicators of the real estate market that are commonly used by U.S. -based real estate investors when making domestic real estate investment decisions. Contrast steps a potential investor should take when evaluating the Chinese market. 

· Likely challenges an investor will face. 

· How is real estate transaction financed in China? 

· Various exit strategy for foreign investors.

Reception to follow 
We would like to thank HSBC for their sponsorship. We would like to thank LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP for their support.
Venue: 
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP
125 West 55th Street (between 6th and 7th Avenue)
New York, NY 10019-5389 212-424-8000

Registration: http://www.paypal.com Payable to cbsaac@yahoo.com 

$35 per person (if registered via Paypal before October 1, 2005)

$45 per person (if registered via Paypal before October 12, 2005)

Or Pay by Check

Payable to: Columbia Business School Asian Alumni Club of New York
Mail to: 181 East 90th St. Apt. 22B, New York, NY 10128 

$45 per person (if pay by check) Please make sure the check is received prior to the October 12th.

No walk-ins

Please bring your business card for lottery drawing. To volunteer please contact Jennie Ma at cbsaac@yahoo.com
***********************************

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Creates New Scholarship Program for Young Classical Musicians 
Deadlines: September 1, 2005; November 1, 2005; and January 30, 2006 

As part of its commitment to find and support highly talented low-income students, the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation (http://www.jackkentcookefoundation.org/) has announced the creation of the Jack Kent Cooke Young Artists Awards. The awards will be granted through From the Top (http://www.fromthetop.org/), a National Public Radio program featuring young classical musicians. 

The grant to From the Top will support one-year scholarships worth $10,000 each for twenty-five of the best low-income young classical musicians in the United States. Scholarship funds may be used for music-related tuition, training, or instrument purchase. The scholarship recipients will perform live on From the Top and will participate in a cultural leadership training program. 

Students will be evaluated and chosen for the award based on exceptional musical talent; unmet financial need; academic achievement; and strength of character. 

Applicants must be between the ages of 8 and 18 and must apply before the start of their senior year of high school. Although applicants do not need to be a U.S. citizen to apply, they must reside and/or attend school in the U.S. Home-schooled students are also eligible to apply. 

Visit From the Top's Web site for complete program information, application procedures, and an FAQ. 

RFP Link: http://fconlinefdncenter.org/pnd/3176/fromthetop 
Susan Kemp, Assistant Commissioner Director of Grants Management NYS Office of Children and Family Services Division of Administration Bureau of Financial Operations

52 Washington Street Room 204 South Rensselaer, New York 12144 Phone: (518) 473-1085

Catherine Bruno Westchester Arts Council 31 Mamaroneck Avenue White Plains, NY 10601 914.428.4220 ext. 238/ FAX: 914.428.4306cbruno@westarts.com www.westarts.com 

Stay up to date on what's happening in the arts. Click the link below to subscribe to the monthly Westchester ArtsBulletin by email! 

http://www.topica.com/f/v.html?900052645.900002387 
Meow Yee President OCA Westchester Hudson Valley 
*****************************************

Asian Political Influence Grows in U.S. 

By SARA KUGLER, Associated Press Writer 


NEW YORK - Mayor Michael Bloomberg quietly slipped away from City Hall one morning last week to meet with York Chan, the powerful community leader known as the "mayor of Chinatown." A day earlier, Chan sat down with Fernando Ferrer, the Democrat challenging Bloomberg in November. 

"Two candidates in 24 hours — that never happened before," Chan said during an interview in his office above bustling Mott Street in the heart of the Chinese neighborhood. "They used to ignore us."

A lot of things are happening for the first time in New York's Asian communities, where an explosion of new voters is thrusting the campaign trail into unfamiliar territory.

Until recently, candidates did not put much energy into wooing Asians, but that is changing. Asians as a group are becoming an influential force, joining the established blocs of black and Hispanic voters already crucial to winning office in New York City.

"The numbers of Asian-Americans on the voter rolls are increasing by leaps and bounds, and the actual turnout rates are increasing correspondingly, so ignore this group at your own peril," said John Liu, the only Asian on the 51-member City Council.

New York's Asians account for 11 percent of the city's 8 million people, compared with blacks' 26 percent and Hispanics' 28 percent. Asians are one of the city's fastest-growing minority groups: At nearly 900,000, their numbers have more than tripled since 1980, because of both immigration and a high birth rate.

Since the last mayoral election in 2001, 400,000 new voters have registered, including about 40,000 Chinese, according to an analysis by John Mollenkopf, director of the Center for Urban Research at the City University of New York Graduate Center.

There are about 14 million Asians nationwide — a population that expanded at a rate of 3.4 percent from 2003 to 2004, second only to the Hispanic boom, according to the Census Bureau. The growth is certain to change the course of the political process for years to come, from local races to presidential campaigns.

The shift is already evident in the pages of New York's largest Chinese-language daily newspaper, which made history this summer with its first-ever political endorsement. Sing Tao Daily, which has a New York City circulation of more than 50,000, backed Bloomberg.

"Ten or 15 years ago, people in Chinatown were just interested in taking a picture with the politician. Now they want to explain their opinion, they want to exchange ideas and they also want to ask for something," said Sing Tao Daily's deputy general manager, Rick Ho. "Chinese nowadays, they're more involved with politics because the politics, they feel, are more involved in their life."

Ho said Bloomberg is the first mayor who appears to genuinely care about Chinatown, which has never served as much more than a backdrop for campaign lunches, fund-raisers and news conferences.

"Sometimes he just comes down and talks to a few people to understand what we need and find out what we know, and sometimes he even doesn't let the reporters know he's here. That means we have some real interaction," Ho said.

The newspaper may have considerable sway with its readership: An exit poll by the Asian American Legal Defense Fund on Election Day last year found that the majority of Asian voters get their news from ethnic media rather than the mainstream English-language press.

As for Ferrer, he has the backing of the city's only Asian elected officials: Liu and state Assemblyman Jimmy Meng.

Support from the city's Asian voters appears to be up for grabs. Exit polls find that while the majority of Asian voters in New York City are registered Democrats, they are willing to cross party lines for the right candidate.

Both the Ferrer and Bloomberg campaigns employ workers and volunteers fluent in Asian languages and are producing multilingual advertisements and literature. The candidates also visit Asian neighborhoods more frequently and court leaders like Chan, and have been lobbying ethnic newspapers more aggressively than ever.

Another noticeable change is on the airwaves: Some televised debates are being translated and rebroadcast on Korean and Chinese stations.

Victoria Chan, the 18-year-old daughter of York Chan, said she has encountered voter registration tables and campaign posters around every corner in her neighborhood. Suddenly, it seems everyone is talking about politics and getting into the race. 

"I've never in my life in Chinatown seen anything like this before," she said.

Dear friends and family,

On Saturday, October 22nd, I will be walking in the 2005 New York City Walk with Us to

 Cure Lupus Walkathon. (Why? Check out my Personal Page 

through the link below for more about why.)

I would love it if you would join my team so we can walk together and raise funds and awareness for research to help those touched by lupus.  100% of proceeds from this event will fund research sponsored by the Alliance for Lupus Research (ALR), in its efforts to prevent, treat and cure lupus.

We all lead busy lives. Take the time to learn more about lupus, join my team, and walk together as new and old friends.

Please forward this message to anyone you think might want to support me as I Walk to Cure Lupus. Together, we will find a cure.

To join my team, or to make a donation online, visit My Personal Page through the link below.

With much love and affection,

Karen Ng

Visit my Personal Webpage to Join My Team or to Donate!  Click here to view the team page for HSS Lupus Support Programs – LALuCha If the text above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit The web address:

http://walk.lupusresearch.org/site/TR?team_id=8270&fl=en_US&s_tafId=1971&pg=team&fr_id=1220

*****************************************

NEW JERSEY
Raritan Valley Community College Presents

An Exhibition Of Caribbean Art

No Country is an Island: Issues of Freedom and Diaspora in Caribbean Art,
September 12-October 20,

in the RVCC Art Gallery.

Friday, September 16, 

Artists ™ Talk in the College Atrium from 5:30-6:30 p.m.. 

And Opening Reception 6:30 to 8:30

Gallery hours are Mondays, 3-8 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 1-8 p.m.; and Saturdays, noon-4 p.m. The exhibition is free and open to the public.

Artists: Manuel Acevedo, Elia Alba, Nicole Awai, Abel Barosso, Carlos Betancourt, Albert Chong, Chris Cozier, Andres Montalvan Cueller, Richard Fung, Sandra Ramos, Jesus Rivera, Yasmin Spiro, Gelsy Verna 
The exhibition, curated by Yoland Skeete, Executive Director of Newarkâ€™s Sumei Multidisciplinary Art Center, will feature 13 artists representing various islands in the Caribbean, whose work explores the issues facing contemporary Caribbean culture in this global society. The selected pieces reflect the psychological and emotional voyage the artists take as their Island cultures merge with American culture and continue to evolve. 

The program is made possible, in part, by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and administered by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission through the State/County Partnership Local Arts Program. Itâ€™s also made possible in part by the RVCC Foundation.

RVCC is a wheelchair-accessible facility. Assistive services during the artistsâ€™ Talk, including sign language interpreting and assistive listening system, are available upon request with 10 days notice. Large print program materials are available at all times; advance copies and alternate formats are available.

For information, Contact Hal Laessig, 973-242-4687, or by e-mail at sumeiart@aol.com.

RVCC, located on Route 28 and Lamington Road in North Branch, NJ, and serving Somerset and Hunterdon County residents for 30 years, offers more than 80 associate degrees and certificates. For further information, visit www.raritanval.edu.
*****************************************

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
Asian Americans railing against Chinaman's Arch

Offensive term: Railroad workers' descendents and other Asian Americans lobby for new name

By Kristen Moulton - The Salt Lake Tribune 

Karen Kwan doesn't know the full name of her great-great-great-great grandfather, an immigrant from Canton, China, who helped build America's transcontinental railroad. 

But she knows this: He and the thousands of other Chinese who blasted their way through the Sierra Nevada and laid track through the deserts of Nevada and northern Utah deserve more respect than the name "Chinaman's Arch" given a limestone formation at Golden Spike National Historic Site. 

"Would I want my great-grandfather called 'Chinaman?' " asks Kwan, who teaches psychology at Salt Lake Community College. "It elicits these images of the bucktoothed ancient. . . . They're really negative images of the foreigner, the inscrutable." 

The Utah Organization of Chinese Americans has submitted an application to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names seeking to change the arch's name to Chinese Arch. 

“It's a way for us to pay homage to those who sacrificed a great deal says Michael Kwan, Karen's brother and a justice court judge in Taylorsville.

The National Park Service does not oppose the name change, and Box Elder County commissioners support it. Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr., whose office is handling such matters until the first-year governor reconstitutes the Utah Committee on Geographic Names, has not yet weighed in. If there is no opposition, the U.S. panel could vote on the application by year's end, according to Roger Payne, executive secretary of the Reston, Va.-based board. The federal panel doesn't really care what names are used for geographic features. It just wants to ensure consistency for public safety, Payne says. However, the board does encourage applications to replace disparaging names. And Chinaman's Arch is plainly that, says Jeanny Wang, chairwoman of the Utah Organization of Chinese Americans.

"Our understanding was the arch was named in honor of the Chinese railroad workers. This is a term that does not honor them." Just how the 6-foot-by-20-foot rock arch came by its name is not recorded, says Melissa Cobern, chief ranger at the Golden Spike National Historic Site, 25 miles northwest of Brigham City. Area residents in their 80s and 90s tell Cobern the arch has had that name for as long as they can remember. 

It may have been named for the 11,000-plus Chinese workers who drove the teams, drilled through rock and hammered the spikes for 700 miles of Central Pacific rail from Sacramento, Calif., to Promontory. They outnumbered the CP's Irish laborers by 9 to 1. 

The rail met the Union Pacific line from the east on May 10, 1869, at what is now the 2,700-acre national historic site, opening the West to commerce. Or, says Cobern, the arch might commemorate the Chinese who later lived in nearby camps and maintained the rails for Central Pacific. "Some of that has been lost to history," Cobern says. 

Kwan says she first became aware of the arch's name during the 130th celebration of the completion of the transcontinental railroad. The arch is marked with an interpretive sign on the east motor route through the historic site. In the years since that 1999 celebration, several books have been published highlighting the contributions of the "faceless" Chinese workers. 

The historic site itself has created an exhibit that includes Chinese coins, gaming pieces, a ginger container and soy sauce jar. Previously, only a plaque commemorated the laborers. In 2001, the Chinese American community began planning a campaign to change the arch's name, Kwan says. 

The Organization of Chinese Americans staged its national convention in Salt Lake City, and hundreds of members drove to Promontory to visit the historic site. At the suggestion of a member, who is a photographer, they arrayed themselves around the train engine for a group photo, in solidarity with the Chinese workers who 132 years earlier were excluded from the pictures marking the historic moment. 

Chinese workers were present May 10, 1869, and indeed hammered the last spikes partway so visiting dignitaries could complete the task easily. Before the celebration was over, they were cheered in the rail car of the Central Pacific's project superintendent, who invited several Chinese to dine with him. 

An estimated 1,300 Chinese workers had died in the dangerous, four-year endeavor. Some froze in the mountains of California, some fell to their deaths as they were suspended from ropes to chisel away at rock and others perished in the black-powder blasts to remove rock. But the famous photo from that day does not show the Chinese, Kwan notes. 

The Chinese American community hopes the arch soon will have a new name, though a proposal to change the name of Chink Peak in Idaho to China Peak took two years because of opposition. "We're not counting our blessings yet," Kwan says. 

MISCELLANEOUS
Jury Duty Scam - CHIEF MIKE HOLUB


Good Day. I became aware of this recent scam and wanted to share it with you. Our representatives in the County Court System have already heard
about this swindle, and so the Police Department would like to pass it along in hopes of curtailing an attempt in La Grange.

Here's a new twist scammers are using to commit identity theft: the jury duty scam. Here's how it works:

The scammer calls claiming to work for the local court and claims you've failed to report for jury duty. He tells you that a warrant has been issued
for your arrest. The victim will often rightly claim they never received the jury duty notification. The scammer then asks the victim for confidential information for "verification" purposes.

Specifically, the scammer asks for the victim's Social Security number, birth date, and sometimes even for credit card numbers and other private
information -- exactly what the scammer needs to commit identity theft.

So far, this jury duty scam has been reported in Michigan, Ohio, Texas, Arizona, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Oregon and Washington state.

It's easy to see why this works. The victim is clearly caught off guard, and is understandably upset at the prospect of a warrant being issued for
his or her arrest. So, the victim is much less likely to be vigilant about protecting their confidential information.

In reality, court workers will never call you to ask for social security numbers and other private information. In fact, most courts follow up via
snail mail and rarely, if ever, call prospective jurors.

Preventative Action: Never give out your Social Security number, credit card numbers or other personal confidential information when you receive a telephone call. This jury duty scam is the latest in a series of identity theft scams where scammers use the phone to try to get people to reveal
their Social Security number, credit card numbers or other personal confidential information. It doesn't matter "why" they are calling -- all
the reasons are just different variants of the same scam.

Protecting yourself is simple: Never give this info out when you receive a phone call.

HURRICANE RELIEF DONATIONS
Donation tips 

Giving wisely is making sure that what you donate is something the charity can use to help victims. To assure that hurricane victims get the help they need, here are some dos and don'ts for donating during disasters:

• Do give financial assistance. Avoid cash donations, and instead make your gift by credit card or a check payable to the organization.

• If you don't have dollars to spare, donate your time. That doesn't mean jumping in your car and heading down to New Orleans, but volunteering at a local charity that may be involved in a national effort.

§ Do not donate any more used clothing. Please donate new clothing that is sorted by size. There aren’t enough volunteers to sort the bags of “stuff” that is being donated at random. Donate all clothing through an agency.

Yahoo! for Good
Click here to donate to the Hurricane Katrina relief effort. 


