N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

March 4, 2006

NEW YORK           
I am organizing The Color of Justice Program to be held here in Queens on April 1st. The Queens Women's Judges Association sponsors this program for high school aged girls to encourage them to go into law.

Please pass this information along to anyone who might be interested.  We expect a very large turnout, so I would like to have this information passed out as soon as possible to OCA.

Asian American high school girls living in Queens or attending high school in Queens are eligible for the program.

Also, if any Asian American woman attorney would be interested in being a facilitator, we would also consider that person.

Event will be held April 1st (Saturday) at St. John's Law School in Queens.

If interested, please contact me at: dchinbra@courts.state.ny.us  or phone 718-520-3616.

Best regards, 

 

Dorothy Chin-Brandt

Judge Dorothy Chin-Brandt is a member of the OCA-NY Advisory Council.
===============================
MoCA’s Schedule of Events
1) The Virtual Salon: Chinese Transnational Photographers in the Digital Age, March 21, 2006 through August 27, 2006
 
MoCA presents The Virtual Salon: Chinese Transnational Photographers in the Digital Age.  The photography exhibit marks the New York debut by online artist collective, Chinese Artist Network (CAN).  Virtual Salon showcases four Chinese artists of a new generation, who are in search of a visual language to express their evolving values and perceptions as Chinese artists. These artists include: Ma Liang, Cheng (Felix) Tian, Wang Yishu, and Xie Wen Yue.
 
The Virtual Salon is an exploration of a new kind of Chinese transnationalism, which has been made possible by new technology. CAN became a phenomenon in China and Asia for the unique way it was formed and for how it has positioned amateur and professional photographers of Chinese backgrounds into the mainstream contemporary art world.  With its members located throughout China and the United States, CAN functions completely through the internet.  Its artists critique, communicate and collaborate with each other primarily through email and online photography forums, exchanging ideas thousands of miles apart.  Virtual art communities such as CAN have enabled emerging artists ï¿½ many of whom have not had any formal art training and feel less constrained by conventional aesthetic standardsï¿½ to engage in debates about the nature and potential of photography across national borders, and to even expand discourses within China's own professional art circles.  
 
Although CAN artists are connected by a common ethnic background, their works span a breadth of photographic styles and are crafted from a clearly different aesthetic and point of view when compared to earlier Chinese conceptual photographers. Previous artists repressed the visual boldness of their works, often times downplaying the attractiveness of a piece, to emphasize the conceptual messages they sought to convey. In contrast, emerging photographers today, as they use contemporary technologies, emphasize bold imagery, including large-scale or "unusual" props, often times evoking the "theatrical." Such a shift can be connected to more contemporary notions of individuality, of greater acceptance of particular and personal viewpoints, as well as creative explorations of the very meaning of "reality." This contemporaneity parallels China's social transformation and growing acceptance of and part in globalization. These submitted works reflect the photographers as part of an artistic lineage that continues to evolve transnationally.
 
"The exhibit invites visitors to consider the different permutations and possibilities of the Chinese transnational condition," says MoCA's Deputy Director of Programs Cynthia Lee, "CAN is not only a product of the transnational Chinese artists, who, as citizens of the world, shift between Chinese and American socio-cultural milieus; but also, as a virtual global collective, is itself an evolving transnational community of sorts."  
 
The Virtual Salon is curated by Abby Chen, CAN's President and a co-founding member.  The design team includes Shani Parsons (graphic) and Pei Hsieh (exhibit).  The exhibit features 21 works by four of CAN's artists:   Ma Liang, Felix Tian, Xie Wen Yue and Wang Yishu .
2) MoCA Book Club, Tea That Burns: A Family Memoir of Chinatown, Bruce Edward Hall
When: Saturday, Mar. 4, 2006, 10:30 am-12:30 pm
Where: MoCA, 70 Mulberry Street,  2nd Floor
 
The MoCA Book Club explores Chinese diasporic experiences in the Americas through discussions of select fiction and non-fiction. The Club meets on the first Saturday of every month from 10:30am - 12:30pm at MoCA.  Membership to the Book Club is open to all, but meetings are limited to 10.  For inquiries or information, or to sign up, please contact Xiao Situ at xsitu@moca-nyc.org.    
 
3) AUTHOR'S TALK: John Jung, Southern Fried Rice: Life in a Chinese Laundry in the Deep South 
When: Friday, March 31, 2006, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Where: MoCA, 70 Mulberry Street, 2nd Floor
Fee: $5/general, $1/student, suggested donation, free/MoCA Members
 
Dr. John Jung recounts his youth as one of the few Chinese Americans living in Macon, Georgia during the 1940s in Southern Fried Rice: Life in a Chinese Laundry in the Deep South.  Dr. Jung reflects on the social, economical, and cultural barriers he and his family faced as Asians living in the Black & White divide of the South in his poignant memoir.  Jung answers why his family emigrated from China to settle in Georgia and how his family maintained cultural ties to their Chinese heritage with few other Chinese around them.  Dr. Jung is a retired Professor of Psychology, teaching at California State University, Long Beach for 40 years.  The book reading will be followed with Q&A and book signing.  The program is co-sponsored by The Asian American Writers' Workshop (AAWW).
 
4) ANNA MAY WONG RETROSPECTIVE At the Museum of the Moving Image
When: March 4 - April 16, 2006 (for full schedule, visit www.movingimage.us or call (718)784-0077
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 35 Avenue at 36 Street, Astoria, NY 11106
Fee: $10/adult, $7.50/seniors & students; $5/children (5-18)
 
DISCOUNT FOR MOCA MEMBERS & FRIENDS: Present your MoCA member's card at the box office and receive 2-for-1 admission!  Or print and present this e-newsletter to receive $1 off for MoCA friends!  

Los Angeles-born Anna May Wong (1905 - 1961) achieved stardom as the first Asian-American movie star despite the racism of her time. The Museum's seven-week series spans the astonishing range of Wong's career, with screenings of more than twenty movies, including five silent films with live musical accompaniment, and several documentaries and newsreels. The series also includes lectures by three guest speakers, offering scholarly and historical perspective on Wong's career.  Titles include Piccadilly (1929), The Thief of Baghdad (1924), Shanghai Express (1932), King of Chinatown (1939), The Flame of Love (1930), and much more. For a complete schedule of screenings and speakers, please visit http://www.movingimage.us/site/screenings/pages/2006/index_anna_may_wong.html
================================== 

NEW JERSEY

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Educational Seminar

 

The Department of State estimates 18,000 to 20,000 persons are trafficked into the United States each year for both sexual and labor exploitation. According to the National Runaway Switchboard, 1,300,000 to 2,800,000 runaway and homeless American youth live on the streets everyday- a population highly susceptible to domestic trafficking. Human trafficking is a pressing issue in New Jersey, given its proximity to criminal networks and international ports in New York and Philadelphia, numerous farms that rely on migrant labor, and large number of vulnerable children particularly in low-income communities.

 

Introduction by:
David Lai Len – Director, OCA-New Jersey 

Cristina F. Cruz -Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, Kean University 

Monica Christensen –President, Alpha Phi Sigma, Criminal Justice

 

Speakers:
Mary Kay Jou -Training Director, International Institute of New Jersey

Chiaki Nishijima -New Jersey Program Coordinator, Polaris Project

Fernando E. Linhares - Adjunct Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, Kean University, Former Newark Municipal Judge
This seminar will focus on the following topics:
• What is human trafficking?
• Who are the traffickers and victims?
• Training on victim identification
• Introduction to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA, 2000), including general information about the T-visa
• Case study of commercial sex networks in New Jersey

 

Kean University Center, 2nd Floor Room 228
1000 Morris Avenue, Union NJ 07083
Saturday, March 4, 2006
Registration will be held from 9:30am - 10:00am (Breakfast included)
Programming will be held from 10:00am-3:00pm (Lunch included)
For directions visit http://www.kean.edu/directions.html
 

R.S.V.P. by March 1st, 2006
Please contact OCA-NJ 
(201)724-3335  or nj_oca@yahoo.com
===============================
On view at the Paul Robeson Gallery

"No Country is an Island: Figures of Freedom in Recent Caribbean (American) Art"

March 2 - April 6, 2006

Opening Reception: Wednesday, March 8, 5-7pm

"On the Map" Documentary Screening by Annalee Davis: Tuesday, April 4, 4pm

Panel Discussion: Wednesday, April 5, 2:30-4pm

This exhibition showcases work by nine artists of Caribbean origin: Manuel Acevedo, Elia Alba, Carlos Betancourt, Albert Chong, Vladimir Cybil,

Annalee Davis, Richard Fung, Andre Juste, and Juan Sanchez.

The panel discussion will feature scholars Belinda Edmondson and Sherri-Ann Butterfield and artists Annalee Davis, Andre Juste, and Juan Sanchez.

Paul Robeson Gallery is open to the public Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 10am-5pm and Wednesday 12 noon-7pm. Admission is free.

Paul Robeson Gallery

Paul Robeson Campus Center, 1st Floor

350 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Newark, NJ 07102

973-353-1610

http://www.andromeda.rutgers.edu/artgallery
