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NEW YORK

  MAY 11, 2006
We wish to offer our condolences to Georgianna (Moy) Wong in the passing of her husband, Vincent.

*****************************************

View Conference Trailer (CTRL + Left click)

Date: Friday, May 12, 2006         Time: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Place: Newman Vertical Campus - Baruch College, CUNY
55 Lexington Avenue (E. 25th Street), Room 14-250, 
between Lexington &  3rd Avenues, Manhattan


Directions to Baruch College, CUNY  (CTRL + Left click)

Registration Fee 

$10 (General Public) | $5 (AAARI / AAHEC Members & Students with ID)
- Includes Breakfast & Lunch - 

Please make check payable to: Queen College Agency Fund - AO17 
Payment Deadline: Monday, May 8, 2006 

Note: Registration fee is a suggested donation, which can be returned to you at the conference, upon request. Receipt of fee by payment deadline ensures your seat at the conference. 

On site registration and payment is accepted, 
but does not mean that a seat will be available. 

Download Conference Flyer  (CTRL + Left click)

Asian American senior citizens are a growing population. Many of them live in poverty, with arrangements that render them alone, and without strong social support. There is a prevalence of depressive symptoms, yet cultural and language barriers limit their access to care. In the crowded urban setting, many also become victims of crime and pedestrian traffic casualties.

· Coming from a tradition where the elderly citizens enjoy typical respect, how can a support system be built for the immigrant community?  

· How can intergenerational communication be improved across cultures?  

· How can service providers acquire cultural and language competence to bridge the gap?  

· How can messages be developed to target the Asian American senior citizens?

· How can policy and decision makers participate in the creation of a safe and healthy community that prize the well-being of their elderly? 

===============================

You are invited to The Tenth Annual Fundraising Dinner to benefit Transfiguration Schools sponsored by the Transfiguration Education Association on

 

Friday, May 12, 2006 at Jing Fong Restaurant, 20 Elizabeth St., Chinatown, N.Y.

6:00 pm - Cocktail Reception, 7:00 pm dinner;  Dinner, program includes entertainment and a silent auction.

TRANSFIGURATION SCHOOL

29 Mott St.

NY, NY

Honoress: 

NANCY ENG,  Ph.D

Tranfiguration School graduate, Speech Pathologist, 

*****************************************

Friends of Columbus Park is a not for profit 501©3 community based organization. 
Make a Difference, send your contributions to: 
Friends of Columbus Park, 87 Worth Street, New York, NY 10038 – Attn.: KIDS BASKEBALL CLINICS 

Friends of Columbus Park (FoCP) (www.focpny.org) is a not for profit 501©3 community based organization based in NY Chinatown, Manhattan. We are one of the few organizations that recruit organizational & individual membership based on support of our mission and goals in NY Chinatown. We represent a coalition of 34 community based organizations, supporters & friends that serve the NY Chinatown & Asian American community. We are all volunteers with no paid staff.

For more info.: Contact Sunny at 917-971-6868 or Paul at 917-414-3440 

Website: www.focpny.org Email: paulgong1@msn.com
===============================

CALIFORNIA

Essay Contest sponsored by
Global Alliance for Preserving the History of WWII in Asia Iris Chang Memorial Fund
 

1)      The purpose of the essay contest is to raise the awareness of the importance of remembrance of history.  The essay will be in line with Iris Chang’s spirit and passion in seeking the truth and justice and defending human rights. 

 

2)       The essay contest will be held annually by announcing a specific topic each year.  The topic will be announced publicly on March 28, Iris Chang’s birthday, each year.   The deadline of the submission will be July 31.  

 

3)       Anyone can submit an essay but the language of the text must be English only and the essay should be no more than 2,500 words.  

 

4)       The three best essays will be selected for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes among the participants.  The essays will be judged by a panel of established writers. 

 

5)       The award for the 1st prize is $1,000, the 2nd $500 and the 3rd $250, in addition, several honorable mentions will be awarded with $50 each.   The day for the announcement of the award will be tentatively set at November 9, a memorial day for Iris¡¦ passing away.

 

6)       If no essay was up to the standard as the 1st place as judged by the panel on any particular year, then the 1st award will not be awarded for that year. 

 

7)       The essays submitted to the contest committee will not be returned and will be part of the property of Global Alliance-Iris Chang Memorial Fund.

 

8)       The award essays will be published, if possible and when appropriate, through Global Alliance, its affiliates and/or other educational or media organizations.

 

9)       The topic for the 2006 Iris Chang Memorial Essay Contest is on the theme of “How has Iris Chang’s book, The Rape of Nanking: the Forgotten Holocaust of WWII, affected my life and thinking? ¨   Please give your reflections of how the book affected your life.  Iris had traveled through the country on her book tours and gave hundreds of public speeches, and radio and TV interviews.   She personally met thousands of people during the tours and influenced many readers and viewers.  We would like to see the influence and impact of her work on your life and thinking.  What do Iris Chang’s life and her book mean to you? 

 

10)    Please summit your essay to Iris Chang Memorial Essay Contest, P. O. Box 641324, San Jose, CA 95164.   Please include your name, your occupation, mailing address and e-mail address and telephone number(s).

*****************************************

WASHINGTON, DC

OCA APPLAUDS ADIDAS DECISION TO PULL OFFENSIVE SHOE
 

Washington, DC OCA, a national Asian American organization dedicating to ensuring social justice, with over 80 chapters and affiliates, welcomed news today that Adidas would pull remaining stocks of the “Yellow collector’s shoe off the shelves.  The shoe featured a face with yellow skin, slanted eyes, buckteeth, a bowl cut and other stereotypical, racist facial features and was meant to be a caricature of Asian American artist Barry McGee, who is half Chinese.

 

“We commend Adidas for their commitment to diversity and their responsive actions regarding this product,” said OCA National President Ginny Gong. “OCA looks forward to continued communication with Adidas and all other companies who may be considering similarly themed-products.”  

 

The Y1 HUF shoe was part of a collector’s series that featured the work of street and established artists.  Adidas said in a written statement,  

“Out of respect to those offended and to demonstrate our deep commitment to inclusiveness and diversity, we have chosen to pull the remaining shoes from the marketplace.  Adidas prides itself on being an inclusive brand and we would never intentionally insult any group or individual. We sincerely apologize for any offense our product has caused. We deeply regret the misinterpretation of our intentions.”

 

“OCA is pleased that Adidas took such timely action.  We believe that their apology is sincere and we thank them for not causing further offense in the Asian American community.  It is refreshing to see a corporation taking such measures to embrace diversity and reject offensive racial stereotypes,” said OCA Executive Director Dorothy Wong.

*****************************************

MISCELLANEOUS

"The Chinese Railroad Men"

Grandpa Moy Jin Mun was the head foreman for Leland Stanford's Southern Pacific Railroad (called Central Pacific in the late 1800's) project for the Western divide section of the US transcontinental.

The key was grandpa could speak fluent English, thanks to Jane Stanford (Leland Stanford's wife) besides his native Toisan dialect and Chungshan Cantonese.  Grandpa got to know the Stanford’s as a houseboy in the Stanford mansion, located on top of Nob Hill in San Francisco. 

There is a brief bit on "Moy Gin Mun" in the "dogpile" website, found under railroads, done by the senior class at Lincoln High in San Francisco for a class project about the Chinese in early American History. 

Grandpa did the communicating between the Chinese laborers/foremen and upper management for Leland Stanford.  Later, Leland got grandpa into the West Coast Stock Exchange in downtown San Francisco where grandpa was the first Chinese/Asian descent in the stock market, without a formal education in "Business Economics".  What he knew he learned from Leland Stanford, who founded the first stock exchange in the Western United States.   It should be noted in the beginning Stanford had little respect for the Chinese, also taking advantage of the Chinese laborers.  

Stanford's first fortune was in the gold rush equipment business for miners in the featherbed areas of the California Sierras/Marysville/Northern California.  He was helping his younger brother, Thomas Welton Stanford.  It was the likes of Jane Stanford and friends like A.P. Gianinni (Bank of Italy/Bank America founder) who finally convinced Leland Stanford that the Chinese in America are here to stay, as were other immigrant groups.  Unless of course, if you were the native Indians of America.  Many scholars felt that the Indians might have originally come from Asia via Alaska, etc.  In fact, if it weren't for Jane Stanford, Leland Stanford might have approved the California State Discrimination Chinese Rights Bill when he was California's first governor.  That would make the Chinese second class citizens and/or taking away their citizenship and deporting many Chinese back to China.   In those days, state rights could legislate over the federal rights and in many cases (just look at the southern states before the civil war and even up to "World War II") the Japanese were moved to the Mid-West and their properties were confiscated.  

An interesting item was passed down by my last auntie who passed away over 10 years ago (grandpa had 4 daughters and 9 sons from wife no.1 and wife no.2,  with both wives commonly helping each other for ~7 years.  1st wife passed away at age 43 and 2nd at 87).  Auntie Som Yee and mom told me how Jane and Leland Stanford had wanted to adopt my grandpa during his younger days.  The "MOY" uncles decided that it was not in the best interest of the "MOY Family Tong organization" and so this was not done for the sake of the Chinese family ancestry culture.   Jane and Leland Stanford were not Chinese but belonged to the "white culture society" of America!


Another story was how "Moy Jin Mun" had returned a block of land on "Market Street" back to Leland Stanford because Moy could not afford the property taxes. The land supposedly was across the street from the old "Bank of America" where the cable car turntable is located near Powell and Market Streets! That might be hard to believe, since that area was owned by AP Gianinni, a buddy of Leland Stanford and James Lick.


That valuable piece of land was the hub of downtown society where James Lick wanted his "Telescope Observatory" donation for the University of California to be located, so the stars in heaven could see him shinning brightly.  In this case, Gianinni later persuaded James Lick that for the sake of practicality, the telescope/observatory should be located in the tallest mountain areas of San Jose on top of Mt. Hamilton, so the bright lights of downtown San Francisco would not block out any star observations.

"Wilson Chu" <wilsonpchu@yahoo.com>- 

===============================

THE CHINESE RAILROAD MEN  (More about our ancestors, very interesting reading.)

http://www.cprr.org/Museum/Fusang.html
