NEW YORK                 JUNE 14. 2006
 
You are cordially invited to a Press Conference to welcome 
Gene Woo, Chairman, OCA-Long Island Chapter (OCA-LI)
and Past President of OCA-LI, as the 
First Asian American Mayor of Plandome Hts., Manhasset, New York
at 
Assemblyman Jimmy Meng's office
39-07 Prince Street, Suite 3-C
Flushing, NY 11354
ON FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2006
Time:  2:00 PM
*****************************************
Grants Opportunities at the Alliance!
 
NEW!  URBAN ARTIST INITIATIVE/NYC (For Individual Artists)
Deadline: July 20, 2006
 
Asian American Arts Alliance is pleased to announce our first-ever round of grants for individual artists. These grants are made as part of the Urban Artist Initiative (UAI/NYC), a consortium comprised of the Alliance, Association of Hispanic Arts, Harlem Arts Alliance, and Queens Council on the Arts, in partnership with the Bronx Council on the Arts and New York Foundation for the Arts. The first round is open to artists of color of African, Asian, and Latino descent who reside in New York City. Awards range from $250 to $2,500 and support new works in visual, literary, and performing arts. UAI/NYC is funded by Leveraging Investments in Creativity (LINC), The Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and the Booth Ferris Foundation.
 
Seminar for applicants: June 21 at 5:30pm (Location: Asian American Arts Alliance office, 155 Ave. of the Americas, 14th Floor, NYC)
RSVP to Seminar: rsvp@aaartsalliance.org with subject line: UAI.
UAI Application & Guidelines available soon. Check website for updates.

SOAR Program (For Arts Organizations)
Deadline: July 17, 2006
SOAR supports diverse projects by Asian American arts groups that preserve, reflect, or increase understanding of Asian/Asian American experiences. Grant sizes range from $1,000 to $3,000. SOAR is funded by the J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation and the CJ Huang Foundation, and is open to Alliance members only.

Seminar for new applicants: June 20 or June 22 at 6:30pm (Location: Asian American Arts Alliance office, 155 Ave. of the Americas, 14th Floor, NYC)
RSVP to rsvp@aaartsalliance.org, subject line: SOAR.
For Questions: email Kelly Kuwabara 

View SOAR Application & Guidelines 
 
*****************************************
NEW JERSEY
 
Long Island Chapter                                                 New York Chapter
New Jersey Chapter
Westchester & Hudson Valley Chapter
 
Invites you to our
ANNUAL SUMMER FAMILY PICNIC
Hosted this year by OCA-Long Island Chapter
 
VAN SAUN PARK – PAVILION C*
*located across from the Carousel.  park in Area 3 and cross road to Pavilion C. 
(look for red, white & blue balloons  or   OCA signs which marks our area)
 
FOREST AVENUE, PARAMUS, NJ
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2006
11:00am – 4:00 pm
(rain or shine – we have a covered pavilion)
BRING A DISH (with serving utensil) TO SHARE WITH 8 PEOPLE
OCA WILL PROVIDE HAMBURGERS, HOTDOGS, DRINKS, 
WATERMELON AND PAPER GOODS
 
All attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for our local food pantry.  
Please support this service project by bringing one item per person. 
 
BASEBALL/SOCCER FIELDS, TENNIS COURTS, CAROUSEL,
PLAYGROUND FOR CHILDREN, PONY RIDES, TRAIN &  ZOO 
 
For Children:  Clown will make a guest appearance from 12:00noon – 1:00pm
Please feel free to bring folding chairs, mahjong games, soccer balls, etc.
 
FROM GW BRIDGE:
Take Route 4 west, exit at FOREST AVENUE (Forum Diner will be on your left as you exit).  Make right and travel FOREST AVENUE North.  Drive 2 blocks, see*
 
FROM TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE:
Take 87/287 West to Garden State Parkway South, Exit 165 towards Oradell (going over Parkway, heading East).  At Second light, make a right turn onto FOREST AVENUE.  After 2 lights, make a left turn onto Spring Valley Road.  Follow Spring Valley Road to Continental Ave, and make a right turn.  Entrance for park will be on the right.  Enter park and pass Carousel to Parking Lot “3”.  OCA is located in Pavilion “C”, which will be directly in front of you.  (You will be parking across the road to the Pavilion).
 
*VAN SAUN PARK 
will be on our right.  Enter Park, proceed to fork in road and bear LEFT.  Park in Lot “3” which will be on to your left.  You will be across the road to Pavillion “C”.  Look for red, white and blue balloons or OCA signs. 
 
**Warning:  Please do not make a U turn ANYWHERE in the Van Saun Park area.  Park Police have given out traffic tickets.**
 
MISCELLANEOUS
                     
A Brief History of
Chinese Immigration to America
Today, in considering America's rich immigrant history, and the hundreds of nationalities which have come to the United States to seek a new home, we are keenly aware of the hardship and often rejection faced by newcomers as they attempted to assimilate into American culture. For countless immigrants, the struggle to arrive in America was rivaled only by the struggle to gain acceptance among the population. Yet what if the acceptance you had worked so hard to achieve from your new countrymen was suddenly stripped away leaving only the cold neglect of a nation that had turned its back on your people? 
Unfortunately, this is the true story of one of the United States' largest immigrant groups: the Chinese. For them, what at first appeared to be a welcoming embrace from their new country quickly turned sour amidst a slew of anti-immigration policies enacted in the 1880's. For more than 80 years, American sentiment towards Chinese immigrants remained ambivalent, often appreciative of their contributions towards the nation's growth, but still reluctant to offer them full recognition as U.S. citizens. It wasn't until 1965 that the last of America's restrictions towards Chinese immigration was finally repealed. Today we celebrate the persistence, fortitude, and sacrifice which has symbolized the history of Chinese Americans; and we pay tribute to their accomplishments as a people who continue to create lasting impressions in the development of the United States: our Nation of Immigrants. 
A Welcomed Arrival . . . 
Immigration to the United States from China began primarily in the middle of the 19th Century. As more of the American West was becoming settled, several waves of Chinese immigrants arrived in the country eager to pursue the opportunities awaiting them. For the most part, these immigrants consisted of young male peasants who came in search of economic success. Fueled by news of the California Gold Rush, they arrived in America looking to strike it rich with hopes of being able to send money back to their poor rural homes, or of returning to China in a few years with newly acquired wealth. Unfortunately, this wealth was never realized for most of the newcomers in this early stage of Chinese Immigration. While some toiled as panhandlers looking for the elusive "Gold Mountain" of California, most moved to fill the void of low-paid labor created by America's rapidly expanding industries. Wool mills, as well as shoe, and garment manufacturers were among the most common employers of Chinese immigrants, especially in the West where, by 1880, 25% of California's workforce was of Chinese descent. Some immigrants even started their own factories, profiting from the highly competitive atmosphere. 
Others moved to support the growing need for labor in areas such as mining, land development, and irrigation. In particular, the advanced agricultural knowledge possessed by many of these first immigrants from China was greatly appreciated on the developing farms of the West. Chinese farming techniques along with thousands of migrant agricultural laborers combined to allow the new western states to become more self-sufficient in their food production. Until this point, the American West had been largely dependent upon suppliers in the east. 
In addition to this vital contribution, many scholars now credit Chinese workers with easing tensions in the South following the Civil War. Once free, many former slaves chose to leave the South rather than continue to work on the plantations as paid laborers. By moving to quickly take up the labor shortage caused by this situation, Chinese immigrants not only helped the ailing southern economy to recover, but also reduced some of the backlash against freed slaves. 
Still another crucial American accomplishment that was achieved primarily with the aid of Chinese immigrants was the Transcontinental Railroad. Approximately 15,000 Chinese were hired by Central Pacific Railroad as it stretched into the western frontier. These workers created a vast network of track that opened up untapped resources not only in California but the northwest as well. The path of the railroad also spurred development of the surrounding territory which many immigrants cultivated into profitable farmland. 
The Door Is Closed . . . 
However, this acceptance did not last for the Chinese immigrants. Even as they continued to contribute to the country's progress, American sentiment towards the Chinese began to grow more strained. Fear, ignorance, and post-Civil War depression combined to create an isolationist atmosphere and a suddenly hostile home. As the Chinese population in America increased, many of these immigrants came together to form primarily poor Chinatowns in virtually every major US city. These became targets for anti-immigrant protests and riots that often resulted in violence. Chinese immigrants may have been targeted due to the increasing belief that immigrants were occupying too many jobs within the city. Because Chinese Americans were living together in such close-knit communities within these cities, they drew the brunt of the anti-immigration sentiment. Pressure upon these immigrants became so fierce that some chose to leave the country altogether; their American dream had been shattered. 
For those that remained, things began to normalize with time. However, new policies enacted by the government sought to prevent further immigration from China. In 1882, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act based upon the belief that, 
"in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of the Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of certain localities with the territory thereof . . ."
It completely prevented Chinese without family already in the US from entering the country, thus effectively halting all immigration. The law serves as the first in US history to ban a specific racial group from entering America. Only diplomats, merchants, and students were allowed access into the country and Chinese Americans were denied the right to apply for naturalization. To enforce the law, the Angel Island Inspection Station was built in San Francisco in 1910. All Chinese entering the country went through an interrogation session and were then either allowed to enter the country, detained in prison-like barracks, or deported. For 30 years Angel Island processed close to 175,000 Chinese who came to America only to find that the door had been closed on their people. 
Making Policy Match Ideals . . . 
In time, America began to realize that the treatment of Chinese immigrants was contrary to the very foundations of the country. Awareness was raised by the protests and court challenges of Chinese Americans lobbying for their relatives who were still denied admittance. After a fire destroyed it in 1940, Angel Island was never reopened. Finally, in 1943 the Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed allowing immigrants already in the US to bring over family members from China. 1952 saw the passage of the Walter-McCarren Act allowing first-generation Americans to apply for citizenship. Throughout the 60's, Chinese Americans made particular gains into professional arenas: medicine, corporations, and politics. The 1964 Immigration and Nationality Act removed the last barriers to Chinese immigration initiating a new era in the history of America's melting pot. 
A Dream Realized . . . 
Since 1965 Chinese immigrants have entered the United States for a variety of reasons, most of them quite different than during the Gold Rush days of the 1800's. Today many well-educated and highly specialized immigrants come to America seeking jobs in fields that their ancestors never envisioned, including the profitable high-tech and engineering fields to name a few. California continues to serve as the Ellis Island of the Pacific coast, but today it is because more Chinese Americans are hoping to "strike-it-rich" in Silicon Valley instead of on Gold Mountain. Through their contributions, America continues to offer the hope of economic success while remaining at the forefront of scientific and technological advancement. 
For other Chinese immigrants, America serves as a symbol of something higher than monetary prosperity. It represents the hope of freedom from intolerance based upon one's particular views. For this reason, many Chinese immigrants have since sought asylum in the US from the political upheaval and human rights violations prevalent in much of eastern Asia. In the eyes of the early American colonists and the founders of the Constitution, the United States was to represent the ideals of acceptance and tolerance to those of all walks of life. At times, it seemed that America's treatment of the Chinese Immigrant could not have been farther from this vision. Yet today, the ideal lives on, and the Nation forged by the labor of immigrant hands continues to serve as the shelter against the storm, a home where all may speak. 
Chinese Americans have also made an indelible mark upon what can be considered the national "American" culture. Their customs, their food, their dress, their art, and their voices have been added to the Nation of Immigrants to create the unique melting pot experience of the United States. The list of Chinese Americans who have won fame and fortune through individual achievement is almost too great to mention. From Congressman David Wu, to the 1996 Time man of the Year Dr. David Ho, to World renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma, the list goes on and on. Sports and entertainment, computer technology, software, Internet companies, and scholastic research represent only a small sampling of the areas that have thrived as a result of the contributions from Chinese Americans. 
For a country once coined "The Great Experiment," the history of the Chinese immigrant in America serves as a heroic story of perseverance and commitment to a dream. In welcoming newcomers from this unique population, we welcome our role in setting the example for all nations and we continue to uphold the traditions that have enabled us to enjoy progress on so many levels. This year the American Immigration Law Foundation salutes the Chinese immigrant for her courage, fortitude, and faith in the American dream. 
===============================
WEN HO LEE
Two federal judges held the reporters in contempt for refusing to reveal their sources to Lee. The journalists had argued that he could obtain the information elsewhere
U.S. District Judge Rosemary Collyer signed an order Friday vacating the contempt proceedings against the reporters, H. Josef Hebert of The Associated Press, James Risen of The New York Times, Bob Drogin of the Los Angeles Times, Walter Pincus of The Washington Post, and Pierre Thomas, formerly of CNN and now working for ABC News.
CNN, in a separate statement, said it declined to join in the settlement "because we had a philosophical disagreement over whether it was appropriate to pay money to Wen Ho Lee or anyone else to get out from under a subpoena."
The reporters had appealed the contempt rulings to the Supreme Court. The justices recently delayed a decision on whether to take up the reporters' case after being told a settlement was near.
Lucy Dalglish, executive director of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, called the payment unusual and perhaps unprecedented.
"I'm certainly not happy about this, but I'm not sure I could have dreamed up a better result," Dalglish said. "On the positive side, it appears that this result will allow these reporters to continue to protect their sources."
The settlement underscores the need for a federal law that would shield reporters from having to disclose their sources, she said. 
===============================
OCA Commends Wen Ho Lee Privacy Lawsuit Settlement 
Washington, DC OCA commends the agreement between Dr. Wen Ho Lee and the government and 5 news organizations to settle Lee’s privacy lawsuit on June 2, 2006.  Dr. Lee was fired from his job at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico, under a cloud of suspicion for espionage, which had been leaked by government officials to various news agencies.  Though Dr. Lee was never charged with espionage, he was held in solitary confinement for 9 months, allowed only limited contact with his family.  The Asian Pacific American community rallied in support of due process and fair treatment for Dr. Wen Ho Lee during his incarceration.  Dr. Lee was ultimately never charged with espionage and received a full apology from the judge presiding over the case.
 
Dr. Lee sued the Department of Energy and Department of Justice for violating his privacy by leaking information that he was under investigation as a spy for China and will receive $895,000 from the government.  He will also receive $750,000 from the Associated Press, The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post and ABC, marking a landmark settlement with such media companies. 
 
“This settlement sends a strong message that an individual’s right to privacy and due process are inherent rights, and ones that should be respected and protected,said OCA National President Ginny Gong. “While justice was delayed, OCA is pleased to see that Dr. Lee and his family are finally vindicated and can find some closure.?lt;o:p>
 
OCA Executive Director Dorothy Wong commented, “The payment to Wen Ho Lee by the five news organizations is unusual and unprecedented.  OCA hopes this sends a strong message to news media and the government that the fervor around national security cannot justify racial profiling or the invasion of a person’s privacy rights.
 
__________________________________________________
 

