N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

August 18, 2006

We want to wish Winnie Quan Chin a speedy recovery from her health ordeal.

We wish to express our condolences to Patricia Jarm Lee on the passing of her mother.
We also lost another good friend, George Lum, husband of Mabelle Lum and send our sympathies to her as well.
*****************************************
NEW YORK                  AUGUST 18, 2006
Important Meeting 8/24/2006 affecting Closure of Park Row!! 

Dear Supporters of Park Row:
 

The NYPD has just completed their Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for One Police Plaza.
 

There will be an important public hearing on September 14.  In advance of this hearing we will hold a community informational meeting on Thursday,  August 24, 6:30-8:00 P.M. at Confucius Plaza's Meeting Room, 33 Bowery at Bayard Street, Ground Level.
 

We will hear how the Park Row closures will impact Chinatown, the Lower East Side and all of Lower Manhattan for the next half century.  
 

The public will have an opportunity to ask questions and raise concerns with experts.  Please attend to find out how YOU can impact the Park Row closures.
Community Board #3 Community Outreach Task Force on Transportation Issues 

(212) 533-5300
===============================

RED DOORS OPENING SEPTEMBER 8!

I am writing to you today because RED DOORS is opening theatrically in New York on September 8 and we urgently need your help!

The first weekend box office determines if a film will sink or swim.  Independent films like ours are left to fend for themselves each and every week.  RED DOORS is currently scheduled to open in three cities: New York (Sept 8), San Francisco (Sept 22), and LA (date TBD).  The opening Weekend numbers in New York will determine how wide and how long our film lives.

RED DOORS is a dark comedy about the Wong’s, a dysfunctional Chinese-American family coming of age in New York.  The film has been described as AMERICAN BEAUTY meets JOY LUCK CLUB.

RED DOORS was an incredibly difficult film to get made. In the financing stages, studio execs who loved the script wanted us to make the Wong’s a Caucasian family, or make the lesbian couple heterosexual, in order to have more commercial potential.  So Jane, Mia, and I made RED DOORS on our own terms: completely outside of the Hollywood system.  We raised our own financing, maxed out our credit cards, and called in favors in order to create our labor of love.

Needless to say, RED DOORS does not have a marketing budget to buy expensive TV commercials or billboards.  We have only the power of community and grassroots outreach.  Supporting independent films like this one is like voting in an election.  You are voting with your feet and your dollars. 

If you are interested in seeing more diverse cinema, the best way to let the system know is to buy a ticket.  If enough people vote for change, then the system will ultimately take notice.
So what can you do?  There are two very easy things you can do right now from where you are sitting.  Either one of these actions will help us tremendously!

1.  Please forward this email to all your friends and any groups you think may be interested in a film like this.

2.  Buy tickets and come see the movie!  Especially on opening weekend, if you can.  Tickets are already available on-line now.  And if you don't live in a major city where the film is opening in September, consider your purchase to be a donation to the cause.  If the film does well enough in its opening weekend in New York, it will come to the rest of America as well!

To find more information about the film, to view the trailer, to read our blog, or to buy tickets, please go to: www.reddoorsthemovie.com.  Let's send Hollywood a message that we want to see more diverse faces and stories in film and on TV!

The RED DOORS cast and filmmakers will be at both the Angelika and ImaginAsian theaters in New York during opening weekend for Q & A’s.

Hope to see you September 8 at the theaters! Thank you,

Georgia Lee

===============================
Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) E-Newsletter: A "Tell Your Friends and Family" Announcement on Events, Exhibits, and Programs at MoCA and Around New York City. For more information, visit www.moca-nyc.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1) Job Openings at MoCA 
2)MoCA Summer Schedule

PROGRAMS: 
3)MoCA Member Discount: Flight Upon the Jong: Aerial Lion Dance Extravaganza 
4) Free Summer Gallery Tours 
5) Every Saturday: Chinatown Walking Tours 
6) Every Saturday: Living Arts

===============================
1) Job Openings at MoCA

MoCA is seeking to fill the following new positions: 
- Curator of Public Programs 
- Technology Planner 
- Business Planner 
For full descriptions, please visit www.moca-nyc.org.

2) MoCA Summer Schedule

The following is MoCA’s Summer schedule between July 1 through September 5, 2006
OPEN Tuesday through Saturday, 12 pm - 6pm; 
CLOSED Sundays and Mondays until September 5, 2006.

Currently on view:
The Virtual Salon: Chinese Transnational Photographers in the Digital Age. 



(Photo: My Life Just as the Dream, Ma Liang)

3) MoCA Discount: Flight Upon the Jong: Aerial Lion Dance Extravaganza 
When: Sunday, August 20, 2006; Shows at 1:00 pm, 3:30 pm, 8:00 pm 
Where: Roseland Ballroom, 259 West 52nd Street at Broadway 
Info: www.cwcb.com/liondance

Lion Dance is not just for the Lunar New Year! This ancient Chinese tradition has been taken to a new level as Asia's hottest extreme sport. Come see the breathtaking stunts of modern Lion and Dragon Dance, performed upon a series of "mui fa jong," 3-10 ft. tall steel poles that represent Plum Blossom Trees. Accompanied by virtuosic Chinese drumming, the lions will evoke the 10 emotions required in competition-style Lion Dance. The intermissions will be filled with Malaysian classical dance. Come see a colorful array of lions and dragons and martial arts, brought to life by young dancers from our very own Chinatown and by a formidable visiting team from Malaysia. A great family event! Featuring Chinatown’s own New York United Lion and Dragon Dance Troupe together with Kuan Loke Dragon and Lion Dance Association and the International Lion Dance Champions of Malaysia!!!

MoCA members & friends, enter code "MoCA7006" and receive a 10% discount when ordering through TicketMaster. Visit TicketMaster.

4) Free Gallery Tours

From July 11 through August 31, 2006, a free, docent-led, gallery tour will be offered every Tuesday and Thursday at 2:00 pm. Free with Museum admission!

5) Chinatown Walking Tours 
When: Every Saturday from May 13 through December 16, 2006 (excluding holiday weekends), 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Where: Tours begin at MoCA @ 70 Mulberry Street, 2nd Floor 
Fee: $12/Adult; $8/MoCA Member; $6/Student and Senior; free/Children 5 and under. Advanced reservations required. 

From May through December, MoCA will lead weekly walking tours of Chinatown. MoCA currently offers two themed tours on alternating weekends:

EXPERIENCE CHINATOWN: Discover the history and experience the energy of one of New York City’s oldest neighborhoods! Get an inside look at what life was and is currently like with a trip through Chinatown’s historic streets.

FROM COFFEEHOUSES TO BANQUET HALLS: Through present-day and historical food-related sites, this themed walking tour will trace the evolution of Chinese American eateries and foodways in Chinatown, and highlight the ways in which these eateries have both reflected and shaped this community.

Tours will be conducted in English and will start from the Museum of Chinese in the Americas on 70 Mulberry St. Second Floor (one block south of Canal St.) at 1:00pm. In case of inclement weather, tours will be held in the galleries. For information and reservations please call (212) 619-4785 or visit www.moca-nyc.org for the complete schedule. 

6) Living Arts - Paper Folding 
When: Saturdays through August; Drop-in anytime between 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm. 
Where: MoCA, 70 Mulberry Street 2nd Floor 
Fee: Free with museum admission. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Living Arts is a weekly activity for children, which fosters a deeper understanding of Chinatown and Chinese American history and culture through the use of visual and graphic arts. Experimenting in a different medium each month, children are taught basic skills to create takeaway pieces inspired by themes found in MoCA’s exhibits & collections, Chinese culture, and the local neighborhood. Programs are most suitable for children between 5 and 12 years of age. Supplies are provided unless otherwise noted. A (*) denotes recommended supplementary materials not provided that children may bring themselves. Adaptations are available for each activity.

Learn PAPER FOLDING in August: 
August 5, 12, 19 & 26: Known as qian zhi (thousand papers), paper folding is a traditional art form where small, folded papers are interlocked to create larger sculptures. See some examples of qian zhi sculptures straight from MoCA’s archives and learn the fundamentals of qian zhi folding. (*: Old magazines or catalogues)

===============================
Here is an old map of Coney Island for those of you old enough to remember.  (Hold the CTRL key plus left click on your mouse.)


Coney Island - 1949 Map
*****************************************
OHIO (COUSIN OF PEARL CHOW)
NEWS: Gong exhibited grit under pressure 
(8-13-06) Like many of his fellow veterans, Kenneth Wong Gong didn’t talk much when he came home from World War II about the hardships he endured in combat.  More...
*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS

How to get rid of Ticks
Apply a glob of liquid soap to a cotton ball. Cover the tick with the soap-soaked cotton ball and swab it for a few seconds (15-20), the tick will come out on its own and be stuck to the cotton ball when you lift it away.
===============================
THOUGHT FOR TODAY
One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people.  He said, "My son, the battle is between two "wolves" inside us all.
 
One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.
 
The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith."
 
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather:  "Which wolf wins?"
 
The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."
*****************************************

