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NEW YORK                  APRIL 24, 2007            
You are cordially invited to attend the presentation, “Volcanoes of the World,” by Charles Mandeville on Friday, April 27, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at 25 West 43rd Street, 19th Floor, between 5th & 6th Avenues, Manhattan.  This talk is part of AAARI’s two-month long “Natural Hazards Revisited” lectures.  

About 10 percent of the world’s population (~360 million people) live on or near potentially dangerous volcanoes. Many of the processes that take place on active volcanoes are potentially hazardous to local populations.  Emergence of volcanology as a modern multidisciplinary science was largely a result of volcanic catastrophes that occurred at Krakatau Volcano in Indonesia in 1883 and at three localities in the Caribbean-Central American region in 1902 including Mont Pelee on Martinique, Soufriere on St. Vincent, and Santa Maria in Guatemala.  

A total of 72,980 fatalities resulted from these four eruptive events that occurred over a nineteen year period. Potentially hazardous geologic processes include eruption of lava flows and domes, pyroclastic density currents (including high-temperature pyroclastic flows and surges), cool base surges and directed blasts.   Other hazards include lahars and floods, structural collapse, tephra falls and ballistic projectiles, volcanic gases, volcanic earthquakes, atmospheric shock waves and tsunamis.  In some cases, remobilization of tephra long after eruption can also give rise to significant volcanic hazards. In addition, explosive volcanism can pose significant hazards to commercial air traffic over many regions and particularly along circum-Pacific routes.

Dr. Charles Mandeville, a Senior Research Scientist in the Dept. of Earth and Planetary Sciences first came to the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) in July of 1997.  Dr. Mandeville is a volcanologist and geochemist, though he has done previous research in tectonics, metamorphic petrology and structural geology.  Dr. Mandeville holds a B.S. in geology from the University of Rhode Island and a M.S. in geology from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  Dr Mandeville obtained his Ph.D. at the University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanography. 

Admission is $3 for non-members, and free for members. Light refreshments will be served. Pre-Registration is appreciated so that we may anticipate the number of attendees for the evening. This talk will also be live webcasted on our website beginning at 6:15PM EST and available afterwards as streaming video and audio podcast (subscribe to AAARI’s podcast on Apple iTunes). Online viewers can also participate live by asking questions through AOL Instant Messenger or Skype.

For more details, please visit www.aaari.info. Remember, “If you can’t come to AAARI, AAARI can come to you!”

 

Asian American / Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York
Phone: 212-869-0182
Fax: 212-869-0181
Email: info@aaari.info
URL: www.aaari.info
===============================
DATE   -  MAY 4TH, 2007 - FRIDAY
 

11th Annual Fundraising Dinner sponsored by the Transfiguration Education Association.
 

Proceeds to benefit the children and programs of Transfiguration Schools.
 

Jing Fong Restaurant
20 Elizabeth St.
New York, New York
 

6:00 pm - cocktail reception
7:00 pm - Dinner
 

Dinner Program includes entertainment and a silent auction
 

HONOREES:
Tai Leong - Educator & Community Liaison, Transfiguration Kindergarten School,  

Raymond M. Leung, Mentor, Transfiguration School Graduate, Analyst, Bear, Stearns & Co., Inc.
David Ng. Journalist, Transfiguration School Alumnus Executive Editor, The New York Daily News
 

Master of Ceremonies
DAVID FREI, USA NETWORKS & NBC
CINDY HSU, CBS NEWS
===============================

You are cordially invited to attend a special Asian Heritage Month film screening of “Golden Venture” on Friday, May 4, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at 25 West 43rd Street, 19th Floor, between 5th & 6th Avenues, Manhattan.

The film chronicles the ongoing struggles of passengers who were aboard the Golden Venture, an immigrant smuggling ship that ran aground near New York City in 1993. Passengers had paid at least $30,000 to be brought to the U.S. from China's Fujian Province, expecting to arrive indebted but unnoticed. But a seemingly golden opportunity quickly evolved into a hellish descent through the cruel whims of U.S. immigration policy.

Admission is free, but space is limited. Registration by email or phone is required, but does not guarantee seating if you arrive 10 minutes late to the event.

For details, please visit our website @ www.aaari.info.

Asian American / Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York
Phone: 212-869-0182

===============================
The Asian American / Asian Research Institute, of the City University of New York is currently accepting submissions for the 4th Annual CUNY Asian American Film Festival, scheduled to take place on Thursday, May 24, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at the CUNY Graduate Center in Manhattan. 

 

Ever thought of creating your own film? Know someone with the potential to become the next Ang Lee (Brokeback Mountain), Justin Lin (Better Luck Tomorrow), or Alice Wu (Saving Face)? In order to promote the artistic visual talents, and to stimulate communication among CUNY students who are separated by the different campuses spread across the five boroughs, the CUNY Asian American Film Festival was created to provide a central location to display their creative works, and to network among colleagues involved in the same field of study. 

 

Winner and runner-up prizes awarded for each category:

 

1. Fiction 

2. Documentary 

3. Experimental 

4. Music Video 

Submission deadline: Friday, May 4, 2007

For details on how to submit, and to view winning films from past three festivals, please visit: www.aaari.info/2007film.htm 

 

Asian American/Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York
Phone: 212-869-0182
Fax: 212-869-0181
E-mail: info@aaari.info
URL: www.aaari.info 

===============================
Paddlers Beware, OCA-NY Re-joins the Dragon Boat Race
After several years of absence at the Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in NY (HKDBFNY), OCA-NY has registered as a “Regular Mixed” team for this year’s competition, scheduled for August 4 & 5, 2007 at the Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens. The “Regular Mixed” team is composed of 10-12 peddlers including a minimum of four (4) female peddlers, a drummer and a steer person. Regular teams will be competing in the 250 meters dash and the 500 meters race.

OCA-NY has been a long time participant of the Dragon Boat race, dating back to the mid 1990s. We had fairly strong showings in the past, placing second twice in the primary. In the past few years, the HKDBFNY conflicted with the timing of OCA National Convention and as a result, we were unable to participate. This year, dragon boat veteran Chi Loek will be our coach and team co-captain, we are hopeful that we will make it to the final. The slogan of HK Dragon Boat Festival is “Hardwork, Teamwork, Network” which pretty much summarizes the experience of all who participate. 

OCA-NY is excited to be organizing the dragon boat team among its members. Practice starts in end of June, 2007. As space is limited, we are accepting applications from 24 members who can commit to practice trials. The team captain will select 14 team members plus 4 alternates. To participate in the OCA-NY team, there is a $20 fee which includes a team T-shirt and refreshment during practice. OCA-NY will cover the registration fee for the team. 

If you are interested in joining the team, please email Leo Y Lee leoywlee@verizon.net (646)932-1957 (C) ASAP. We look forward to a great time and a spirited competition.

===============================
On behalf of Mr. Chen and Ms. Dong, I am happy to offer a 10% discount to OCA Members to any show at the Mulberry St Theater this May.  To redeem the discount, simply use the code "OCA-NY" when calling to make a reservation, or show your OCA member card at the box office.  However, we do strongly recommend making reservations in advance. 

 

To learn more about our upcoming shows, visit our website, www.htchendance.org.  The next show is "Teahouse Performances," a lovely event featuring H.T. Chen & Dancers, live piped music, and pre-show activities, including basic calligraphy lessons and Chinatown refreshments.  "Teahouse" will be performed Thu. - Sat, May 3-6 at 7pm.  If you would like a full press release for this or any other show, please let me know. 

 

Helena Teply-Figman
Marketing/Development Associate
H.T. Dance Company, Inc.
70 Mulberry St., 2nd Floor
New York, NY  10013
212-349-0126 (tel)
212-349-0494 (fax)
www.htchendance.org

H.T. Dance Company, Inc. is the umbrella company for H.T Chen & Dancers, Mulberry St Theater, and Arts Gate Center. 

  
Music From China Youth Orchestra
2007 Summer Program


Learn Chinese instruments and ensemble playing

For ages 8-18
Beginner & intermediate levels
Instruments: erhu, zheng, liuqin, ruan, yangqin, dizi, percussion
Download flyer: http://www.musicfromchina.org/whatsNew/07flyer.pdf

Date:  July 14 - 29
3 Saturdays & Sundays, 1:30 - 5:30 pm
Student recitals in NJ and NY, TBA

Location:
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Map: http://www.scotchplains.com/wgpc/wgpc_map_pg.htm

Directions: http://www.scotchplains.com/wgpc/wgpc_directions.htm

Tuition: $275 + $25 registration fee
FREE REGISTRATION BEFORE APRIL 30

Register before June 15
http://www.musicfromchina.org/whatsNew/Register07.doc

Phone: (212) 941-8733, Music From China
E-mail: muschina@echonyc.com, abbyerhu@hotmail.com

Visit our website at: http://www.musicfromchina.org.
===============================
In support of family unification and comprehensive and humane immigration reform, OCA National and the New York Chapter co-sponsor the “Building American’s Future Together: Immigration Reform Now!” public rally and legislative visits. All OCA members and friends are urged to participate in this important and historic event. Please make you voices heard.
Do you know there are proposed legislations eliminating 3rd preference (married sons and daughters of US citizen) and 4th preference (Brothers and Sisters of US Citizen)? If passed, these legislation could prevent hundreds of thousands of APA families from reunification.
When: May 1, 2007
Where: Washington, D.C.
Events: Public Rally, Press Conference, Legislative Visits
A free* bus leaving from NY Chinatown will be available for anyone who will be joining the rally on May 1.
Direction to board the bus:
Confucius Plaza (Bowery Side), 33 Bowery (just south of Manhattan Bridge), NYC Chinatown
Bus leaving at 7 AM (please arrive by 6:30 AM)
Bus leaving Washington DC 3PM or 4PM, returning to NYC before 8:30 PM
* Subjected to confirmation and space limitation, first come, first serve. RSVP  strongly encouraged.
* Bus courtesy of APALA, we thank APALA for generously donating the seats.
Please RSVP with Leo Y Lee (leoywlee@verizon.net) ASAP! Your support is critical to make this a success! 
For information, please visit www.nakasecactionfund.org
*****************************************

NEW JERSEY

Sumei Multidisciplinary Art Center presents 

The 4th Annual Chinese Heritage Reunion & Celebration of Asian History Month Honoring the first Chinese who settled in New Jersey and their families. 

Date:  Saturday, May 19, 2007 

Time:  12pm to 4pm 

Location:  Rutgers University Newark

350 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

Paul Robeson Campus Center

Multipurpose Room 232

Newark, NJ 07102

973.643.7883

This program is being held at an accessible site. Persons requiring special assistance or 

accommodation, including assistive listening headsets or sign interpretation during the 

program, are asked to call Hal Laessig at 973.242.4687 by Thursday, April 26th for 

arrangements. 

This program is made possible, in part, by project grants from the Verizon Foundation 

and the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation; and by funds from the New Jersey State Council on 

the Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Sponsored by Sumei Multidisciplinary Art Center and the Rutgers-Newark Department of 

Visual and Performing Arts.   Available on request 

• Dance performances by the 

Nai Ni Chen Dance Company 

• Chinese Figure Dough Sculpting, Model of Newark Chinatown by Ye Xun 

• DJ Dancing For Young and Old 

Directions: 

From New Jersey Turnpike or Route 95 (North or South):  Take exit 15W to Route 280 West. After drawbridge, take Exit 14B (MLK Blvd). At bottom of the exit ramp, turn left and continue to stop sign. At stop sign turn left onto Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd and proceed about four blocks; Robeson Campus Center is on the left. 

From Garden State Parkway (North or South): 

Take exit 145 to Route 280 East, Newark-Harrison. Once on Route 280, stay in the right lane, following signs for Harrison. Continue to Exit 14, MLK Blvd. Take this exit and make a right at the 1st light 

onto MLK Blvd and proceed about four blocks; Robeson Campus Center is on the left. 

For other directions, please call us. 

Parking is available at the Rutgers Parking Deck, on University Avenue. 
Invitation forms may be downloaded from our website: www.sumei.org  or email: sumeiart@aol.com 
*****************************************

WASHINGTON, DC

OCA Expresses Support for Virginia Tech Community 
 
Washington, DC – OCA, a national Asian Pacific American organization dedicated to ensuring social justice for Asian Pacific Americans, expressed its support for Virginia Tech students, faculty, staff, friends, and family members in the wake of yesterday’s tragic shootings.   

“The events at Virginia Tech were horrible and devastating, and OCA extends its support and sympathies to the entire grieving community,” said Ginny Gong, OCA National President. “We hope that the healing process is swift and complete for all those affected.”  

“We, like the rest of the country, are shocked at these murders,” said Michael Lin, OCA Executive Director.  “We trust that the administration and law enforcement authorities will do their utmost to ensure the health and safety of all students, faculty, and staff at Virginia Tech during this time of tragedy.” 
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===========================
OCA CRITICIZES WHITE HOUSE PROPOSAL FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Washington DC - OCA, a national organization dedicated to advocacy on behalf of Asian Pacific Americans, strongly condemned the recently leaked the White House plan for immigration reform.  The proposal would make it nearly impossible for U.S. citizens and permanent residents to sponsor family members for lawful immigration.  It has the potential to completely eliminate visas for parents, siblings, and adult children of citizens and legal residents. 
 

“Many Asian Americans enter the country through family-based quotas, and if the White House proposal becomes reality, the results could be nearly the same as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which specifically excluded Chinese from entering the U.S.,” said Ginny Gong, National President, “Many families were ruined because of that unjust law.  It is unbelievable that the White House is contemplating such anti-family measures as a part of immigration reform.”  
 

“Family is the foundation of a strong society, and a strong family provides a nurturing and productive environment for every family member.  Any measure that impedes family unification would create an unstable family,” said Michael Lin, Executive Director, “We will continue to advocate for the elimination of the backlog which delays the family unification.  Many people in the Asian Pacific American community have been waiting legally for as long as 10 or 20 years to reunite with their immediate family members.  We also believe that a pathway for legalizing the residency of undocumented Asian Pacific American immigrants should be provided. Most importantly, we will fight to prevent anti-family measure becoming law.”
=============================== 
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*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS

Check out the following website for some very interesting information.
http://www.masscue.org/
===============================
OCA EXPRESSES OUTRAGE OVER 92.3FREE FM RACIST AND SEXIST RADIO SEGMENT
April 22, 2007 – Today, the New York metropolitan area chapters of the Organization of Chinese Americans – New York, New Jersey, Long Island and Westchester/Hudson Valley – expressed their outrage over a recent segment aired on WFNY 92.3Free FM that involved a prank call to a Chinese restaurant.  In a letter to Thomas Chiusano, the station’s President and General Manager, OCA called for an immediate apology by the hosts of the racist, vulgar and sexist segment, JV & Elvis, their producer and the station.  In addition, OCA demanded for the immediate firing of JV and Elvis and their show’s producer.

In the segment, the caller begins by telling the first restaurant employee, “I would like some Asian food, son of a bitch” as well as to the second employee, “I would love to have lots of Asian food, son of a bitch.”  The caller then tells a the restaurant’s female employee, “Should I come to your restaurant so I can see you naked? “ and continues, “That way, I can see your hot Asian spicy ass.”  As the caller goes on, he tells yet another employee that he would like some “flied lice,” but not “some old dung” and indicates that “I am training in Kung Fu, bitch” before ending with “Tell that hot Asian girl answering the telephone, I’d like to tap her ass.” 

 OCA-NY President, Vicki Shu Smolin,citing the letter, reiterates, “What is especially disturbing to the Asian American community is that the segment first aired on April 5 – just a day after Don Imus referred to the Scarlet Knights, the Rutgers University women’s basketball team, as ‘nappy-headed hos.’ Even more infuriating is that after CBS rightly fired Don Imus on April 12, JV & Elvis aired the segment AGAIN on April 19.  It is apparent that not only did JV & Elvis not learn anything from the Don Imus scandal, but CBS and CBSRadio decided that Asian Americans are easy prey for racist radio broadcast.”

Ms. Florence Chen, President, OCA-New Jersey adds, “New Jersey is home to numerous technology, manufacturing and telecommunication firms and home to nearly three-quarters of a million Asian Pacific Americans.  Until we are satisfied with the actions of 92.3FreeFM, we will be calling on the strength of the Asian American market to urge advertisers to pull their support.”


Mr. John Tandana, Executive Vice President, OCA-Long Island continues,  “Once again, radio has tried to gain ratings to the detriment of Asian Americans.  The segment lasted over six minutes, the entire time, casting Asian Americans and women in a demeaning manner.   Asian Americans have and will continue to contribute immensely to this country’s economy, intellect and culture.  We will not allow talk radio to spread stereotypes that hurt our community.”

Ms. Jeannette Wang, President, OCA-Westchester/Hudson Valley affirms that “If the executives of CBS, CBSRadio and 92.3FreeFM do not fire the DJs and their producer, they are sending a very strong message to the Asian American community that they do not care.  A strong signal must be sent that this type of broadcasting is unacceptable.”

The OCA Chapters are urging its members and colleagues contact the following individuals to demand the apology from and firing of JV & Elvis and their producer:

Thomas Chiusano, President and General Manager, WFNY 92.3 Free FM
tchiusano@923freefm.com
40 W 57th St, Fl 14
New York, NY 10019-4001
(212) 314-9231
Leslie Moonves
President & CEO
CBS
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY  10019-6188
John Mainelli, Program Director, WFNY, 92.3 Free FM
john.mainelli@cbsradio.com
WFNY-FM 
40 W 57th St, Fl 14
New York, NY 10019-4001
(212) 314-9230
Karen Mateo, CBS Vice President of Communications
1515 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
(212) 846-7638

===========================

Shingles affects people with low immune systems.  

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/healthnews.php?newsid=67350 

Tai Chi May Protect From Shingles 
Main Category: Complementary Medicine / Alternative Medicine News 
Article Date: 09 Apr 2007 - 4:00 PDT 

Shingles, a painful skin condition, may be prevented if you perform Tai-Chi, an ancient Chinese martial art, say researchers from the University of California, Los Angeles. Tai Chi is commonly used in many parts of the world as a low-impact exercise for older people. 

You can read about this new study in the Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, April issue. 

In this new study, researchers found that elderly people who performed Tai Chi enjoyed better immune responses against the shingles-causing virus, compared to people who just received health education. 

Shingles affects about one million people in the USA alone - it most commonly affects people over the age of 50. 

112 healthy volunteers, aged 59-86, were involved in this study. All participants had had chickenpox. Half of them had three Tai Chi classes each week for 12 weeks, while the other half had health education classes (but no Tai Chi lessons). They all had blood tests before and after their vaccinations. 

Six months later, the researchers found that those who had received the Tai Chi lessons had almost twice the immunity levels against shingles, compared to the other group. In fact, the researchers found that the Tai Chi group managed to develop a level of immunity similar to what younger people would have after the vaccination. 

"Augmenting Immune Responses to Varicella Zoster Virus in Older Adults: A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Tai Chi" 
Michael R. Irwin, MD, Richard Olmstead, PhD, Michael N. Oxman, MD 
Journal of the American Geriatrics Society 
Volume 55 Issue 4 Page 511 - April 2007 - doi:10.1111/j.1532-5415.2007.01109.x 
Click here to view ABSTRACT online

===============================

TOKYO

It was about 15 years ago, recalled Yoshiaki Yoshimi, a mild-mannered historian, when he grew fed up with the Japanese government's denials that the military had set up and run brothels throughout Asia during World War II. 

Instead of firing off a letter to a newspaper, though, Mr. Yoshimi went to the Defense Agency's library and combed through official documents from the 1930s. In just two days, he found a rare trove that uncovered the military's direct role in managing the brothels, including documents that carried the personal seals of high-ranking Imperial Army officers. 

Faced with this smoking gun, a red-faced Japanese government immediately dropped its long-standing claim that only private businessmen had operated the brothels. A year later, in 1993, it acknowledged in a statement that the Japanese state itself had been responsible. In time, all government-approved junior high school textbooks carried passages on the history of Japan's military sex slaves, known euphemistically as comfort women. 

"Back then, I was optimistic that this would effectively settle the issue," Mr. Yoshimi said. "But there was a fierce backlash."

The backlash came from young nationalist politicians led by Shinzo Abe , an obscure lawmaker at the time in the long-ruling Liberal Democratic Party, who lobbied to rescind the 1993 admission of state responsibility. Their goal finally seemed close at hand after Mr. Abe became prime minister last September. 

Mr. Abe said he would adhere to the 1993 statement, but he also undercut it by asserting that there was no evidence showing the military's role in forcing women into sexual slavery. His comments incited outrage in Asia and the United States, where the House of Representatives is considering a nonbinding resolution that would call on Japan to admit unequivocally its history of sexual slavery and to apologize for it. 

To Mr. Yoshimi, Mr. Abe's denial sounded familiar. Until Mr. Yoshimi came along 15 years ago, the government had always maintained that there were no official documents to prove the military's role in establishing the brothels. Mr. Abe was now saying there were no official documents to prove that the military forcibly procured the women — thereby discounting other evidence, including the testimony of former sex slaves. 

"The fact is, if you can't use anything except official documents, history itself is impossible to elucidate," said Mr. Yoshimi, a history professor at Chuo University here.

The emphasis on official documents, according to Mr. Yoshimi and other historians, has long been part of the government's strategy to control wartime history. In the two weeks between Japan's surrender on Aug. 15, 1945, and the arrival of American occupation forces, wartime leaders fearing postwar trials incinerated so many potentially incriminating documents that the Tokyo sky was said to be black with smoke. Even today, Japan refuses to release documents that historians believe have survived and would shed light on Japan's wartime history. 

Although Mr. Yoshimi found official documents showing the military's role in establishing brothels, he is not optimistic about unearthing documents about the military's abduction of women.

"There are things that are never written in official documents," he said. "That they were forcibly recruited — that's the kind of thing that would have never been written in the first place."

John W. Dower, a historian of Japan at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said Mr. Yoshimi's "extremely impressive" work has "clarified the historical record in ways that people like Prime Minister Abe and those who support him refuse to acknowledge."

MR. YOSHIMI grew up in Yamaguchi Prefecture in western Japan, in a household with fresh memories of the war. He traces his interest in history to a junior high school lecture on the nation's American-written, pacifist Constitution and its guarantee of human rights. He was impressed that the Constitution "even had something to say about a kid like me in the countryside." 

After completing his studies at the University of Tokyo, Mr. Yoshimi concentrated on Japan's postwar democratization. It was while searching for documents related to Japan's wartime use of poison gas in the Defense Agency's library that he first stumbled upon proof of the military's role in sexual slavery. 

Mr. Yoshimi copied the document but did not publicize his finding. At the time, no former sex slave had gone public about her experiences, and awareness of wartime sex crimes against women was low. 

But in late 1991, former sex slaves in South Korea became the first to break their silence. When the Japanese government responded with denials, Mr. Yoshimi went back to the Defense Agency. 

Of the half-dozen documents he discovered, the most damning was a notice written on March 4, 1938, by the adjutant to the chiefs of staff of the North China Area Army and Central China Expeditionary Force. Titled "Concerning the Recruitment of Women for Military Comfort Stations," the notice said that "armies in the field will control the recruiting of women," and that "this task will be performed in close cooperation with the military police or local police force of the area." 

In another document from July 1938, Naosaburo Okabe, chief of staff of the North China Area Army, wrote that rapes of local women by Japanese soldiers had deepened anti-Japanese sentiments and that setting up "facilities for sexual comfort as quickly as possible is of great importance." Yet another, an April 1939 report by the headquarters of the 21st Army in Guangzhou, China, noted that the 21st Army directly supervised 850 women. 

Mr. Yoshimi went public by telling Asahi Shimbun, a national daily newspaper. The attention led to years of harassment from the right wing, he said, including nightly phone calls.

These documents had survived because they had been moved 25 miles west of central Tokyo before the end of the war, Mr. Yoshimi said. The postwar American occupation forces had then confiscated the documents, eventually returning them to Japan in the 1950s. 

DESPITE the government's efforts to hide the past, Mr. Yoshimi succeeded in painting a detailed picture of Japan's wartime sexual slavery: a system of military-run brothels that emerged in 1932 after Japan's invasion of Manchuria, then grew with full-scale war against China in 1937 and expanded into most of Asia in the 1940s. 

Between 50,000 and 200,000 women from Japan, Korea, Taiwan, China, the Philippines, Indonesia and elsewhere were tricked or coerced into sexual slavery, Mr. Yoshimi said. Thousands from Korea and Taiwan, Japanese colonies at the time, were dispatched aboard naval vessels to serve Japanese soldiers in battlefields elsewhere in Asia. Unlike other militaries that have used wartime brothels, the Japanese military was the "main actor," Mr. Yoshimi said. 

"The Japanese military itself newly built this system, took the initiative to create this system, maintained it and expanded it, and violated human rights as a result," he said. "That's a critical difference."

Mr. Yoshimi said he was unsurprised by the most recent moves to deny the wartime sex slavery. He said they were simply the culmination of a long campaign by nationalist politicians who have succeeded in casting doubt, in Japan, on what is accepted as historical fact elsewhere. 

In 1997, all seven government-approved junior high school textbooks contained passages about the former sex slaves. Now, as a result of the nationalists' campaign, only two out of eight do.

"Mr. Abe and his allies led that campaign," Mr. Yoshimi said, "and now they occupy the center of political power."

