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May 7, 2007

We wish to offer our condolences to the family of Donald Seetoo who passed away April 28th.  Florence Seetoo, his wife resides at 215 Park Row, Apt. 4E, New York, NY  10038 should you wish to send your sympathies.
She requests any donations be made to True Light Church.
NEW YORK                         May 7, 2007
You are cordially invited to attend a presentation by the Pan Asian Repertory Theatre, on Thursday, May 17, from 6:30PM to 8:30PM, at 25 West 43rd Street , 19th Floor, between 5th & 6th Avenues, Manhattan . This presentation is part of the Asian American / Asian Research Institute’s Asian Community Block forum. Note: This talk is taking place in the evening, rather than the usual Thursday afternoon schedule.
 

Pan Asian Rep is the professional theatre founded to celebrate Asian American artistic expressiveness on the living stage. It became a major New York theatre presence in 1983 with the long off-Broadway run of Yellow Fever, introducing the tough Japanese private eye with a heart of gold, Sam Shikaze. The company grew out of Tisa Chang's experimental work at LaMama ETC with a core of Asian actors in such benchmark bi-lingual productions as the Peking Opera adaptation of Return of the Phoenix and the intercultural version of A Midsummer Night's Dream.

 

Pan Asian Rep is now the largest producer of Asian American theatre with regular international and national touring and residencies. In 1992, the company began a five year plan towards institutionalization with support from the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund for New Audiences Program and a 1994 Challenge Grant from The National Endowment for the Arts.

 

Attached is a press release regarding Pan Asian Rep’s upcoming production, Tea.

 

The “Asian Community Block” provides social agencies and cultural organizations with an opportunity to reach out and promote their activities to the more than one million and growing Asian population currently residing within the five boroughs of New York City , the majority of whom are unaware of the multitude of programs made available for them.

 

Admission is free. This talk will also be live webcast, for those who are unable to physically attend, and available online afterwards as streaming video and audio podcast (also on iTunes).

 

To register for this event, please reply to this email, or call our office at 212-869-0182. For details on all our upcoming events, please visit our website @ www.aaari.info. 

===============================
THE PREMIER OFF-BROADWAY ASIAN AMERICAN THEATRE COMPANY

TISA CHANG, ARTISTIC PRODUCING DIRECTOR CONTINUES THEIR 30TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON WITH “TEA “

A PLAY BY VELINA HASU HOUSTON, DIRECTED BY TINA CHEN 

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT May 20th – June 17th AT THE WEST END THEATRE AS PART OF THE FIRST NATIONAL ASIAN-AMERICAN THEATRE FESTIVAL, JUNE 11th – 24th 

Pan Asian Repertory Theatre continues their 30th Anniversary season with Velina Hasu Houston’s TEA, which first premiered in New York twenty years ago and will now be performed in conjunction with the first National Asian-American Theatre Festival, taking place June 11th -24th in New York City. Directed by Tina Chen, TEA will play May 20th – June 17th at the West End Theatre (263 W. 86th Street between Broadway & WEA in the Church of St. Paul & St. Andrew, 2nd floor). Opening night is Wednesday, May 30th at 7:30PM. 

Set in rural Kansas in 1968, TEA follows four Japanese war brides as they gather to mourn the loss of their friend Himiko, another transplant who, like her friends, moved to America after marrying a GI. Following the tragic events that led to her death, her friends gather in Himiko’s home to drink tea, comb through her belongings and consider their own lives – the choices they’ve made and the regrets they carry. 

“Tea is not quiet, but turbulent. We Japanese women drink a lot of it. We remain peaceful, contained, the eye of the hurricane and nobody knows the storm inside,” said playwright Velina Hasu Houston. “TEA depicts this effect in everyday women, who are at times forced to acknowledge the turbulence in their own lives.” 

 “We are thrilled to be celebrating our 30th Anniversary and are honored that TEA, one of the most enduring classics of the Asian-American theatrical canon, will be performed on our stage,” said Tisa Chang, Artistic Producing Director of Pan Asian Repertory. “Velina Hasu Houston’s play is a timeless story of survival and assimilation.” 

 Directed by Tina Chen and written by Velina Hasu Houston, TEA features Ako (Sayonara, Kokoro), Akiko Hiroshima (You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown; Jesus Christ Superstar; Pippin), Karen Tsen Lee (The Three Sisters, Trial by Water), Jo Shui (Last Year’s Kisses, A First Family) and Momo Yashima (Hedda Gabler, Year of  the Dragon). 

 Founded in 1977, Pan Asian Rep is the east coast’s largest producer of Asian-American theatre with regular international and national touring and residencies. For 30 years, Pan Asian Rep has celebrated the artistic expressiveness of Asian and American theatre artists with the highest standards of professional theatre. The company encourages production of new plays with contemporary Asian American themes, explores new forms by drawing upon the unique heritage of Asian-American style, music and movement and nurtures emerging Asian-American talent. Under the direction of Tisa Chang, Pan Asian Rep continues to bring Asian-American 

Theatre to the general theatre-going public and deepen their appreciation and understanding of the Asian- 

TEA runs off-Broadway at the West End Theatre (263 W. 86th Street between Broadway & WEA in the Church of St. Paul & St. Andrew, 2nd floor) May 20th – June 17th. Via Subway, take the 1 train to 86th Street. Performances are Wednesday – Saturday at 8:00PM, with matinees on Sundays at 3:00PM and performances on Tuesday, May 22nd and Tuesday May 29th at 8:00PM; Wednesday, June 6th and Wednesday, 

June 13th at 3:00PM and Saturday, June 9th and Saturday, June 16th at 3:00PM. Tickets are $40, with discounts for groups and seniors ($30), students ($20) and pre-Memorial Day performance tickets ($25). 

Preview performances run May 20th – 29th; opening night is May 30th. 

For tickets, call Ovation Tix at (212) 352-3101 or visit www.panasianrep.org. For more information e-mail PanAsian@aol.com. 

School matinees are available for booking on May 22nd, May 23rd, May 30th and May 31st at 11:00AM. For bookings or more information, call (212) 868-4030 or e-mail PanAsian@aol.com. 

TISA CHANG, TINA CHEN, VELINA HASU HOUSTON and the actors involved the production are available for interviews. 

VELINA HASU HOUSTON (Playwright) began her writing career as a teenager receiving Young Kansas Writer awards for two of her poems and recognition from the Kennedy Center/American College Theatre Festival for her one-act play, Switchboard. By twenty-two, her play, Asa Ga Kimashita (Morning Has Broken) garnered two national first prize awards, The Lorraine Hansberry Award for the best new play about the African American experience and The David Library Award for the best new play about American freedom (Kennedy Center/ACTF). 

She has produced Off-Broadway with American Dreams at the Negro Ensemble Company and regionally in Los Angeles at the nation’s oldest Asian-American theatre company, East West Players, with Asa Ga Kimashita. She was Off-Broadway again at Manhattan Theatre Club with the world premiere of her play, Tea, which has become a hallmark of her work with numerous productions around the globe including a national U.S. tour, Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, nationwide radio in Japan, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. An award-winning multi-genre writer of plays, poetry, prose, cultural criticism and film/television, across the span of her career, Houston has been recognized as a Japan Foundation Fellow, a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow (twice), a Sidney F. Brody Fellow and a James Zumberge Fellow (thrice). She is a Pinter Review Prize for Drama Silver Medalist. 

TINA CHEN (Director) Having lived in Japan for seven years as a child, she is delighted to be directing Tea. She collaborated with Velina on Kokoro/True Heart for Urban Stages, directed Fairy Bones by Laurence Yep for Pan Asian with Lucy Liu, At A Plank Bridge by Kannan Menon, for Theatre for the New City and The Shining Queen by Jay Frank for the Aspen District Theater. 

As an actor, she has played leading roles on stage in Comfort Women, Empress of China, The Joy Luck Club, Arthur and Leila, The Year of the Dragon, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Family Devotions (by David Henry Hwang), among others. Her films include “The Hawaiians” (opposite Charlton Heston), for which she received a Golden Globe nomination; “Alice’s Restaurant” (with Arlo Guthrie), directed by Arthur Penn; “Three Days of the Condor” (with Robert Redford), directed by Sydney Pollack and most recently “Face.” On television, she has appeared in numerous programs and was nominated for an Emmy Award for “The Final War of Olly Winter.” 

On Broadway, she co-produced the play Passion by Peter Nichols (starring Frank Langella), and received a Drama Desk Award nomination as part of the producing team for The Rink by Terrence McNally (starring Chita Rivera and Liza Minnelli). Her lecture, “Legacy of My Chinese Family,” is about three generations of her mother’s family and their roles in the history of China. She is on the National Council of the Aspen Music Festival and volunteers as a reader at the Lighthouse, Inc. She would like to thank Tisa Chang for all the opportunities she has given to Asian American artists. 

TISA CHANG (Artistic Producing Director) is a performer, director and producer, and founded Pan Asian Rep to empower Asian American artists and to expand the repertoire of American Theatre. 

She has directed Legend of Wu Chang for Buffalo Studio Arena; the bilingual premieres of Return of the Phoenix, A Servant of Two Masters, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Thunderstorm for Ellen Stewart’s La MaMa Chinese Theatre Group; Letters to a Student Revolutionary at the Singapore Arts Festival. Highlights for Pan Asian Rep include: And The Soul Shall Dance by Wakako Yamauchi; Teahouse by Lao She; Ghashiram Kotwal by Vijay 

Tendulkar; Shanghai Lil’s (also in San Francisco) by Lilah Kan & Louis Stewart; The Joy Luck Club adapted by Susan Kim; Empress of China by Ruth Wolff and Rashomon by Fay & Michael Kanin, which had been invited to Havana Theatre Festival in September 2003. 

She started her theatrical career as a dancer and actress on Broadway and off, in films and television. Honors include: Lifetime Achievement Award from the Organization of Chinese Americans L.I. Chapter, 2002 Urban Stages Honoree, 2001 Lee Reynolds Award from The League of Professional Theatre Woman and 1991 Medal of Distinction from Barnard College. She is on the Executive Board of SSDC, the Union of Stage Directors & Choreographers. 

*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
The Chinatown Relay for Life will take place on Sat, June 9 from 12pm-9pm at Sara D. Roosevelt Park in Chinatown.  This is a very special event to celebrate cancer survivors, increase awareness about prevention/early detection of cancer and raise funds to continue supporting our research, education, advocacy and services in the community.  ACS Asian Initiatives is based in Flushing and we provide linguistically and culturally sensitive programs and services to the Asian community in the New York Metropolitan area. 

The Chinatown Relay for Life planning committee is comprised of many second generation Asian Americans who want to make a difference in the community.   Many performances and fun activities will take place throughout the day.  Attached is a letter from our Event Co-Chairs and some information about the event.  For more information, please click on the link to our website  http://www.acsevents.org/relay/ny/chinatown 

We are looking for volunteers to participate in any of the following ways: 


1. Before the event, participate on a subcommittee to plan various aspects of the event (e.g. cancer education activities, survivor activities, entertainment, etc). 
2. Day of the event, assist with set up, registration, traffic control, facilitating the various activities, etc. 
3. Fundraising: form a team to help raise money, sell luminaria ($10 donation for candles to honor and remember people affected by cancer), etc. 

This is our first Relay for Life in Chinatown and we need a lot of help.  We want to have a successful event so that we can continue to offer these types of events in Chinatown in future years.  Please help us forward this information to people who may be interested in supporting this effort.  If they have questions, please ask them to contact me at any time. 

Thanks so much for your help.  Attached is a Luminaria form for donations.


Arlene Chin
Director, Community Health Initiatives
American Cancer Society - Asian Initiatives
41-60 Main Street, Suite 307
Flushing, NY  11355
Phone:  718-886-8890 ext 15
Fax:  718-886-8981
Cell:  347-426-8542
