N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

May 16, 2007

NEW YORK                         May 15, 2007
Since the initiation of "Passport to Taiwan" festival in 2002, it has become the most important event for TAA-NY as well as the Taiwanese American & Mandarin Speaking community in the New York Tri-State area. Tremendous resources have been gathered in order to make the event successful. The festival has since become the largest outdoor Taiwanese event in the entire United States. In New York, the event is viewed as the most organized and presentable Asian Festival.

  

Please join us for a day of festivities.

Event Information:
Passport to Taiwan
The Celebration of Taiwanese American Heritage Week in New York

May 20th, 2007 Sunday 12-6 @ Union Square Park North (17th Street & Park Ave), NYC
To Reach us:
Passport to Taiwan
c/o TAANY

137-44 Northern Blvd

Flushing, NY 11354

For donations, please make your check for "TAANY".  Your donations are tax-deductible.  TAA-NY is a Federally Recognized 501c(3) charity.

===============================
The Chinatown Relay for Life will take place on Sat, June 9 from 12pm-9pm at Sara D. Roosevelt Park in Chinatown.  This is a very special event to celebrate cancer survivors, increase awareness about prevention/early detection of cancer and raise funds to continue supporting our research, education, advocacy and services in the community.  ACS Asian Initiatives is based in Flushing and we provide linguistically and culturally sensitive programs and services to the Asian community in the New York Metropolitan area. 

The Chinatown Relay for Life planning committee is comprised of many second generation Asian Americans who want to make a difference in the community.   Many performances and fun activities will take place throughout the day.  Attached is a letter from our Event Co-Chairs and some information about the event.  For more information, please click on the link to our website  http://www.acsevents.org/relay/ny/chinatown 
We are looking for volunteers to participate in any of the following ways: 


1. Before the event, participate on a subcommittee to plan various aspects of the event (e.g. cancer education activities, survivor activities, entertainment, etc). 
2. Day of the event, assist with set up, registration, traffic control, facilitating the various activities, etc. 
3. Fundraising: form a team to help raise money, sell luminaria ($10 donation for candles to honor and remember people affected by cancer), etc. 

This is our first Relay for Life in Chinatown and we need a lot of help.  We want to have a successful event so that we can continue to offer these types of events in Chinatown in future years.  Please help us forward this information to people who may be interested in supporting this effort.  If they have questions, please ask them to contact me at any time. 

Thanks so much for your help.  Attached is a Luminaria form for donations.


Arlene Chin
Director, Community Health Initiatives
American Cancer Society - Asian Initiatives
41-60 Main Street, Suite 307
Flushing, NY  11355
Phone:  718-886-8890 ext 15
Fax:  718-886-8981
Cell:  347-426-8542
===============================
"Relay for Life" in Kissena Park Veledrome on Booth Memorial Ave. and Parsons Blvd. in Flushing, Queens  

When:  Overnight Relay begins Saturday, June 23rd at 5 PM till Sunday June 24th 9AM.

 

Families and friends are welcomed. This is the same event as the one in Manhattan Chinatown on June 9th except the one in Flushing, Queens is an overnight event. 

What is Relay For Life?
Relay for Life is a community based, non-competitive overnight event where teams of eight to fifteen people take turns walking, running, skipping or dancing around a track, relay style, in honor and in memory of those whose lives have been touched by cancer.  Participants experience an opening ceremony, cancer survivors lap, and candle lighting ceremony.  A festive atmosphere prevails as team members camp out on the surrounding grounds for the duration of the event to enjoy music, food, fun, entertainment and activities while building camaraderie with fellow teammates and participants.

 

We are forming teams and if you wish to join us, please give Shannon Li a call at: 718-886.8981; or

if you wish to join Team-OCA-LI, please call Donna Lee, Team OCA-LI Captain at 718-423-9654.

 

2007 Sponsorship Level fir Relay for Life @ Kissena Park - Please call Sponsorship Chair: Gladys Yan at: 718-445-7962; or 917-687-6862  email:  gladysyan@aol.com or shan.li@cancer.org
Presenting Sponsor, Sponsorship Amount  $5000

Associate Sponsor                                   $2500

Contributing Sponsor                               $1000
 

Deadline :  May 20, 2007

 

2007 Wall of Hope poster for Relay for Life @ Kissena Park 
Contact: Donna Lee (718) 423-9654
email: donna_ocali@hotmail.com
 

$500 Platinum (36" x 30")
$250 Gold        (24" x 18")
$125 Silver      (12" x 16")
 

2007 Luminary Candles $10@  "(IN MEMORY OF) or (IN HONOR OF)" Please contact: Donna Lee 718-423-9654   email: donna_ocali@hotmail.com  
 

Gladys Yan, President

OCA-Long Island Chapter (OCA-LI)

Serving Queens, Bklyn, Nassau, Suffolk Cty since 1981 email: gladysyan@aol.com
===============================
You are cordially invited to attend the presentation, “Hu Hua: Book 1 & 2” by Mr. Hanson Chan, on Friday, May 18, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at 25 West 43rd Street, 19th Floor, between 5th & 6th Avenues, Manhattan. This presentation is part of the Asian American / Asian Research Institute’s Friday Evening Lecture Series.

 

Hua Hu Jing is an ancient Taoist scripture that was written in China in the fourth century. The book stated that Lao Tzu, after having finished the Tao Te Ching and discovering Tao (the way with nature), left China for India , where he taught a disciple named Sakyamuni. This disciple founded a religion called Buddhism, which preached kindness to all. 

 

Its story was challenged by Buddhists and deemed as slander. For centuries, debates between the two religions were held without result until Kubilai’s reign when the Taoists were finally defeated and the Mongol emperor decreed that all copies of Hua Hu Jing were to be banned and burnt.

 

Hanson Chan, author of the novels Hua Hu I—The Forbidden Scripture & Hua Hu II—Thunder Spell, used this historical incident as background and wrote the story of a Taoist girl who at the last request of her Sifu, must save the sole surviving copy. 

In writing these two novels, Hanson Chan not only examined volumes of books related to the historical incidents, but also made several trips to China to visit various cites of interest for factual details. He will share his research with the audience on the history and facts as well as the structure of different plots and themes he believes provide valuable information for these two books.

 

Hanson Chan, writer of Chinese novels and screenplays, was born in Taishan, Kwongtung , China . He is credited and known for his martial arts screenplays: “Swordsman II”, “Once Upon a Time in China II” (both played by Jet Li), and a Chinatown gang novel titled, “The City of Knife”.

 

“Hua Hu” is Hanson Chan’s first of a series of action novels on Chinese martial arts. Hua Hu, Book I: The Forbidden Scripture; and Hua Hu, Book II: The Thunder Spell have been simultaneously published in English and Chinese. He lives with his wife, Lan, in the Pocono Mountains in Pennsylvania 
 

Admission is $3 (Non-Member) and Free (Member). Light refreshments will be served. Metered parking is available after 6PM.

 

This presentation will also be live webcasted beginning at 6:15PM EST on our website: www.aaari.info, and available afterwards as streaming video and audio podcast (also on iTunes). Online viewers can comment and ask questions live through AOL Instant Messenger or Skype.

 

To RSVP, please reply to this email, or call our office at 212-869-0182. For details on all of our events, visit our website: www.aaari.info. 

 

Remember, “If you can’t come to AAARI, AAARI can come to you!”

Antony Wong
Office Manager
Asian American / Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York
Phone: 212-869-0182
Fax: 212-869-0181
E-mail: info@aaari.info
URL: www.aaari.info 

 

PS – The 4th Annual CUNY Asian American Film Festival, presented by the Asian American / Asian Research Institute, will take place on Thursday, May 24, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at the CUNY Graduate Center . Come and discover the visual talents that Asian filmmakers within The City University of New York possess. For details, visit www.aaari.info/2007film.htm
===============================

OCA Meets With CBS Radio and WFNY to Express Outrage Over Offensive Programming
New York area chapters lead coalition to productive meeting 

Washington, DC – New York area chapters of OCA, a national Asian Pacific American (APA) organization dedicated to ensuring social justice for Asian Pacific Americans, led a coalition of organizations Friday to meet with representatives from CBS Radio and New York radio station WFNY 92.3 FM to express their concerns about a segment recently aired on that station’s morning show, “The Dog House with JV and Elvis.” 

The segment features a prank call made by station DJs JV and Elvis (Jeff Vandergrift and Dan Lay) to a Chinese restaurant in which they make numerous comments that demean Asian Pacific Americans, women, and the gay community. During the six-minute segment, the DJs accost one woman on the phone, saying, “Should I come to your restaurant so that I can see you naked… that way I can see your hot Asian spicy ass.” They tell another restaurant employee, “You are a very nice Chinese man… probably can’t drive for shit, but who cares.” The DJs also call one employee “faggy.” 

“Vandergrift and Lay went over the line with their offensive and abusive language, and we congratulate OCA-New York, OCA-Long Island, OCA-Westchester/Hudson Valley, and OCA-New Jersey chapters and their partners for their tireless efforts bringing this to national attention,” said Ginny Gong, OCA National President, “We will continue to support this coalition in demanding that the DJs and producers who are responsible for airing this racist segment are fired.” 

“The swift and broad coalition-building in the New York area is a great success story of the strength of our chapters in those communities,” said Michael Lin, OCA Executive Director, “Thanks in part to their cooperation and the hard work of partners across the country, we have to date over 10,200 signatures on a petition demanding the firing of the DJs and their producer, and we are calling on advertisers to pull their support from the radio station. Already Anheuser-Busch, Inc., have pulled their ads from that timeslot, and we thank them for their support.” 

A report and release from the New York area coalition follows below:
COALITION EXRESSES OUTRAGE TO 92.3FREE FM AND CBS RADIO OVER RACIST AND SEXIST PROGRAMMING 

May 4, 2007 -- Representatives from numerous organizations met with 92.3FreeFM and CBS Radio to demand the termination of DJs Jeff Vandergrift and Dan Lay and the producer of “The Dog House with JV & Elvis.” The controversy stems from the racist and sexist segment aired first on April 5 and then on April 19 of a prank phone call to a Chinese restaurant. 

Since the initial outcry by Asian American communities over the radio segment, Jeff Vandergrift and Dan Lay have been suspended without pay. However, re-runs highlighted as “The Best of JV & Elvis: The Dog House” were still airing, adding fuel to the flame. CBS Radio pulled the highlights as of Monday, May 7. 

Comments Vicki Shu Smolin, President, OCA-NY, “The meeting was productive. We are hopeful that CBS Radio will take action soon to address the community outcry. Our demands remain the same. We want the DJs and the producer fired.” 

Petitions have been circulating on-line and in communities across the country, echoing these demands. OCA-Westchester President Jeannette Wang has collected over 1000 signatures in just two days. “We will continue to have people sign the petition demanding the DJs and producer be fired. We will continue to call upon the Asian American community who are also shareholders of CBS advertisers to apply pressure.” 

“Marketers who advertise on networks that promote racism, hatred, and sexism need to know that their marketing dollars enable shock-jocks to demean communities that are unable to adequately defend themselves," said Bill Imada, former president of the Asian American Advertising Federation. "Community-minded marketers such as Anheuser-Busch are no longer advertising on the JV and Elvis program, and more will follow their lead." 

In the meeting, that lasted just over an hour, representatives from OCA-New York, OCA-New Jersey, OCA-Westchester/Hudson Valley, OCA-Long Island, Asian American Advertising Federation, Families with Children from China, Asian Americans for Equality, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, Falloutcentral.com, Japanese American Citizens League, Korean American League for Civic Action, Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund, and Anti-Defamation League each voiced their objections over this segment’s use of negative stereotypes to increase ratings. 

The coalition is growing beyond the Asian American community. The coalition intends to follow up on offers of support from African American, Latino and women’s organizations. 
===============================

CBS Radio Cancels “The Dog House with JV & Elvis;” DJ’s and Producer No Longer Working for CBS
May 11, 2007 – Today, the New York City metropolitan chapters of Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA) were informed that neither “The Dog House with JV & Elvis” and the DJ’s, Jeff Vandergrift (“JV) and Dan Lay (“Elvis”) will go back on the air.  The DJ’s and their producer will no longer be working for CBS and its affiliates, including WFNY 92.3FreeFM.

The actions taken by CBS Radio followed a nation-wide campaign by Asian American and civil rights organizations from across the country to not allow the DJ’s and their program back on the air.  Numerous advertisers, including The Anheuser-Busch Companies, pulled support for the show and/or the station during the weeks leading up to today’s announcement. An on-line petition drive led by OCA National addressed to CBS Corporation CEO, Leslie Moonves, attracted over 10,000 signatures in just a week.   
In addition, a coalition of Asian American and civil rights organizations had a face to face meeting with executives of WFNY 92.3FreeFM, CBS Radio and CBS Corporation.

“We are very pleased that CBS heard the concerns of the Asian American and civil rights,” said Vicki Shu Smolin, President, OCA-NY.  We look forward to working with CBS to ensure that racist and sexist programming like this does not get aired again.”

“The pulling of ads sent the signal to 92.3FreeFm and other radio stations that corporate America will not tolerate programming that demeans minority communities,” says Bill Imada, former President of the Asian American Advertisers Federation.  “In addition, radio stations must now recognize the buying power of the Asian American community and think twice before allowing this type of programming to air.”  Adds Jeannette Wang, President, OCA-Westchester/Hudson Valley, “This is a victory not only for the Asian American community, but for all communities who find themselves constant targets of racist and sexist programming.  We look forward to not only working with CBS, but with all communities of color, women’s groups and other civil liberty organizations to educate the public on why certain programming is hurtful.”

“We applaud CBS Radio for taking strong action,” continues Florence Chen, President, OCA-New Jersey.  “It sends an important signal that jokes based on negative stereotypes of minorities run counter to CBS’ Diversity policy and society’s family values.”

“This action by CBS Radio would not have happened without the efforts of a broad, nationwide coalition who said, ‘enough is enough!’” comments John Tandana, Executive Vice President, OCA-Long Island.  “We will not tolerate programming that denigrates our community.”

Discussions between CBS Radio and the Organization of Chinese Americans and other Asian American organizations and leaders will soon be under way to ensure that CBS Corporate guidelines on diversity and corporate responsibility are followed at all levels.

*****************************************
WASHINGTON, D.C.

29th Annual OCA National Convention

Sacramento, California at the Sheraton Grand Hotel

June 28 - July 1, 2007

Extension of Early Registration till May 29, 2007

Hotel Discount by May 29, 2007

 

To register and find out more information, visit http://www.ocanational.org
*****************************************China to start mobile food testing
SHANGHAI, China - The business hub of Shanghai will soon employ mobile testing units that officials say can check the safety of most food within 30 minutes, as fears grew at home and abroad over contaminated Chinese products ranging from cough syrup to pet food.

The report late Wednesday followed the announcement of a nationwide crackdown on contaminated and unsafe food and drugs, long a serious problem in China but one that is now drawing greater attention abroad.  The scandals have the potential to threaten China's farm exports, posing a major headache for the communist government, which has been struggling to jump-start rural growth.

Scrutiny on Chinese food exports was increased after the U.S. blacklisted two Chinese companies linked to a pet food ingredient tainted with the toxic chemical melamine blamed in the deaths of an unknown number of cats and dogs.

The Chinese government agency responsible for food safety has ordered stepped up checks on plant proteins such as wheat gluten or rice protein, the ingredients found contaminated. It has also banned the export or domestic sale of melamine, which is sometimes added to animal feeds to fool testers by making them appear to have higher nitrogen levels and therefore more nutritious.

China earlier this week announced the detention of managers at the two firms involved, apparently on suspicion of mislabeling the exports to avoid inspections.  Concern over contaminated food exports appears to have also given domestic food safety efforts a fresh impetus.

All Shanghai districts have been equipped with "food safety testing vehicles and personnel," that will eliminate the need for expensive and time-consuming laboratory tests, the official Xinhua News Agency said in a report issued late Wednesday.  "The system can tell the safety of most food products within 30 minutes," Li Jie, deputy director of the Shanghai Food and Drug Supervision Institute, was quoted as saying.

Separately, the Shanghai Daily newspaper said officials expect to begin using the system to test meat and vegetables in local markets by year's end, and use the results to enforce legal rulings such as fines.  Such contaminated products have frequently led to illness because of overuse of pesticides and chemical fertilizer, or by the injection of liquids into meat to boost weight and sale prices.  Contaminated food has increasingly turned up abroad, occasionally leading to blanket bans.

Mississippi and Alabama recently banned catfish from China after tests found ciprofloxacin and enrofloxacin, antibiotics forbidden from use in the United States. Louisiana officials said Monday they would begin testing Chinese seafood for the antibiotics.

Excessive antibiotic or pesticide residues have caused bans in Europe and Japan on Chinese shrimp, honey and other products. Hong Kong blocked imports of turbot last year after inspectors found traces of malachite green, a possibly cancer-causing chemical used to treat fungal infections, in some fish.

Within China, babies have died after being fed fake baby formula, eggs have been impregnated with dangerous dyes to make their yolks redder and raise their sale price, and children have been injected with worthless rabies vaccine that is nothing but saltwater.

Xinhua also cited an official with the Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council, China's Cabinet, saying his department was in the process of drafting amendments to the country's Food Safety Law. No details were given.

In Washington on Wednesday, the Food and Drug Administration's commissioner, Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach, and Chinese Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong told two lawmakers that they would work toward a mutual agreement to improve inspections and the overall safety of food products and drugs traded between the U.S. and China.  That agreement would likely take the form of a memorandum of understanding between the two governments, said Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., who convened the meeting with Rep. Rosa DeLauro (news, bio, voting record), D-Conn.
===============================
HELP WANTED 

Sales/Customer Service Associates

-bilingual English/Chinese or English/Spanish
Job Purpose

To work as an employee of an independent contractor agent assisting the agent in selling and marketing insurance, financial and banking products and services and in providing quality service to its customers.

EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
·  balance conceptual and analytical thinking by breaking down complex problems, evaluating alternative sources of action and their likely outcomes, and selecting the best alternative.

· Ability to organize and act on several activities concurrently.

JOB RELATED TRAINING COURSES, LICENSING AND PROGRAMS

Successfully complete all company, state and federal requirements (licenses) to sell and service designated products and continue to be licensed in good standing is required.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· Implement the agency’s marketing/sales plan and direct mail campaigns at direction of the agent.

· Work from the agent’s office to contact prospects and current policyholders to generate interest in sales appointments.

· Conduct needs based sales interviews in the agent’s office supported by technology (including Insurance and Financial Reviews).

· Meet marketing goals set by the agent.

· Provide prompt, accurate, friendly, cost-effective service and utilize it as a basis for establishing a marketing opportunity.

· As directed by the agent, work with agent’s computer system to update information in customer databases used by the agent.

· Perform other related duties as assigned by the agent.

Please email resume and salary history to taresume@yahoo.com
===============================
Please read the attachment,” What to do in a Hotel Fire”, it could save your life one day.
