N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

July 20, 2007

NEW YORK     
OCA-NY COMMENDS NYPD FOR ARREST OF HATE CRIME ASSAILANTS; URGES DISTRICT ATTORNEYS OFFICE TO VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW
July 6, 2007 – The Organization of Chinese Americans, New York Chapter (OCA-NY) commends the NYPD Fifth Precinct Hate Crimes Unit for seriously pursuing the July 2 hate crime in Chinatown with the arrest of Michael Ostrosky and Steven Sackaris, both age 22 on hate crimes charges of aggravated assault, assault in the 2nd degree and menacing in the 3rd degree.  OCA-NY now urges New York County’s District Attorney’s office to vigorously prosecute the individuals on all charges.

On July 2, two Chinese American men, Mr. Cheng and Mr. Jia were beaten up by two white males, using racial slurs (f***ing c***), telling them to “Go back to your country” and “This is for the Korean War,” according to reports in the World Journal and The New York Post.  The racial incident resulted from a traffic dispute, although both Chinese men were walking and one victim was merely a bystander.

Comments Elizabeth R. OuYang, OCA-NY Executive Vice President, and a practicing civil rights attorney, “This unfortunately is the most frequent type of hate crime – where the victims are assaulted and not hospitalized and the perpetrators flee.  In these cases, victims often don’t report the crime and the police regard these incidents as low priority. We therefore highly commend the diligence of the Fifth Precinct in pursuing this case.”

In a letter to New York County District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, Vicki Shu Smolin, OCA-NY President, stated that these individuals “had the audacity to commit these hate crimes against Mr. Cheng and Mr. Jia in the middle of Chinatown and then flee. Therefore, a strong signal must be sent that hate crimes against Chinese Americans will not be tolerated. They must be prosecuted to the fullest extent under the law.”

Over the past year, OCA-NY has worked on a number of issues dealing with hate crimes, including addressing the root causes of hate crimes.  Earlier this year, OCA-NY helped ensure that the two assailants in the Douglaston, Queens hate crime incident were charged with hate crimes.  The Douglaston case also resulted from a traffic dispute.  OCA-NY has also been working with the media to fight the negative portrayal of Asian Americans that can lead to bigotry, and more seriously, hate crimes.  In addition, in its efforts to prevent hate crimes at all levels, OCA-NY has launched a hate crimes prevention project that empowers youth to speak out against hate crimes, using art as an activism tool.

===============================

The Asian American International Film Festival celebrates its 30th Anniversary this year from July 19 - 28 and OCA-NY is very proud to partner with AAIF in sponsoring two very important films on Wednesday, July 25:

 

A DREAM IN DOUBT
Dir. Tami Yeager | U.S. 2007 | 56min | Documentary
After Rana Singh Sodhi’s brother is killed in the country’s first post-9/11 revenge murder, his American dream seems to have shattered.  This harrowing yet uplifting film follows Sodhi’s odyssey to revive true meanings of freedom as he speaks out against hate crimes.  Q+A.
Wed. 7.25 | 8:30PM
OFFICER TSUKAMOTO
Dir. Ling Liu | U.S. 2006 | 27min | Video
In the summer of 1970, Ron Tsukamoto, one of the first Asian American police officers in the country, was shot and killed during a routine traffic stop. Thirty years later, his murder is re-opened for investigation, granting us a glimpse into the political and social tensions that defined an era.
 

The films will be shown in one screening on Wednesday, July 25 at 8:30pm at Asia Society's Rose Theater (725 Park Avenue at 70th Street).  Only 80 tickets are available so get them soon!  OCA-NY Members and Friends are elible for discounted $8 tickets by inputting "OCHA07"  when purchasing on-line at www.aaiff.org or by phone at 212-327-9385.  Please note -- only one discount per person
 

For more information about the Asian American International Film Festival, please visit them at www.aaiff.org.
===============================

Community leaders gathered on June 25th at Flushing Town Hall to pay tribute to Veterans of the Korean War, commemorating the 57th anniversary of the day the war began. Led by state Assemblywoman Ellen Young (D-Flushing) and state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Whitestone), both
U.S. and South Korean veterans said it was important to remember the war, which took the lives of nearly 50,000 American soldiers, to help it shed the unfortunate nickname it has garnered in the last half century: "The Forgotten War."

The hourlong ceremony included a presentation by the Korean War Veterans Association of New York's color guard, who presented the Korean and United States' flags to the crowd of about 40. As the guard presented the flags, Young, whose father was a veteran of the Chinese Air Force, raised her hand to her head and proudly saluted the soldiers.

Last week a resolution penned by Young was approved in Albany, officially proclaiming June 25 as Korean War Veteran's Day in New York state. Young said she was dissatisfied with the original number of Assembly members who signed off on the resolution, so she made efforts to ensure it would pass by a resounding majority.
===============================

OCA-Long Island is having a gala on October 5th honoring various members of the community.  Please check the attached flyer for more information and registration form.

*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS

Check out this article regarding China in Business Week magazine.

http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/07_30/b4043001.htm
===============================

By Rick Newman 

Some of China's products might be subpar, but the government's theatrical abilities are top-notch. Consider this three-act performance: Last year, toxic toothpaste made in China killed dozens of people in Panama, causing worldwide anxiety about Chinese-made products. In May, the Chinese government convicted its former top food-and-drug regulator, Zheng Xiaoyu, of having taken thousands of dollars in bribes to approve untested products, including the toothpaste. Then, earlier this month, the government executed Zheng.

Hey, that gets my attention. The death penalty is certainly a decisive way to punish wayward bureaucrats. And that, no doubt, is the message China intends to export to its trading partners: The world's factory has a zero-tolerance policy toward fraud, bribery, and consumer abuse.

But does executing a criminal make Chinese products safer? Most of us probably need further convincing. In the past several months, major flaws in seafood, juice, pet food, toys, and tires from China have riled consumers around the world, forcing the Chinese government to act tough about lax quality. So should American consumers be worried about stuff that's made in China? Or is the Chinese government fixing the problems? To help figure it out, I called Marshall Meyer, a management professor and China expert at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School. Meyer has traveled extensively throughout China and consulted with several companies doing business there. Some of his thoughts:

Executing a government official for bribery--that seems pretty dramatic. Is that purely symbolic? Or something more?

Clearly, the central government is trying to send the signal that they're concerned. But the problem is, they may not have the means of regulating the economy the way the government does here. The central government shares authority with hundreds of provincial and local governments. There is no Chinese counterpart to the commerce clause of the U.S. Constitution, which reserves certain powers to the federal government. Policies made by the central government are subject to interpretation locally. 

So executing Zheng was purely symbolic?
Given his high rank, it's an important piece of symbolism. But I don't know whether it will make dog food or cough syrup safer.

For years, the western impression of Chinese products was that the quality was poor. That impression has been improving over the years. Is this a big setback for the Chinese? 
There are a lot of good Chinese firms, like Haier and Lenovo. However, some entrepreneurs still pursue what I call negative brand equity. They make inexpensive, low-quality goods and then change the label or shut the firm and open a new one. Several research studies suggest that the turnover of Chinese firms is extremely high. One study, if I recall correctly, found that fewer than 5 percent of firms survive 10 years or longer. 

But we buy a lot of products from China these days that are pretty good, right?
Remember, most Chinese products that come here come from multinational corporations, like Motorola or Apple. They have their own quality standards. That Black & Decker power drill you get for Father's Day, if it blows up in your hand, well, Black & Decker has a lot to lose. So it's not going to blow up. 

That suggests that brand-name products made in China by big companies are fine, but other products might not be? 
The risks are probably greater with small companies. And more and more small Chinese companies are exporting. The small-company effect is exacerbated by the chen bao system--the contracting system--where Company A contracts with Company B that contracts with Company C that in turn contracts with Company D, leaving no one accountable.

So are there clear take-aways for American consumers? Things they should feel comfortable buying? And things they might want to stay away from? 
It's hard to know what advice to give consumers. They should probably do what consumers do in China. One study showed that Chinese consumers are willing to spend more to buy goods from the local supermarket rather than the vendor on the corner. Buy brands you trust from retailers you trust.

There's always a concern about what's in a product. How do you know what the ingredients are? Are there small parts a kid could put in his mouth? This is one of the risks of the global economy. Consumers can't always chase these products back to their sources. It's really the responsibility of manufacturers and distributors to check up on their suppliers. They need to go there and see what they're doing.

You travel a lot in China. Do you worry about the food there? 
I love the small, hole-in-the-wall restaurants in the neighborhoods of Beijing and Shanghai. I guess I’ll take my chances.
===============================

BEIJING, China -- Beijing police have detained a television reporter for allegedly fabricating an investigative story about steamed buns stuffed with cardboard at a time when China's food safety is under intense international scrutiny.

A report directed by Beijing TV and played on state-run national broadcaster China Central Television last Thursday said an unlicensed snack vendor in eastern Beijing was selling steamed dumplings stuffed with cardboard soaked in caustic soda and seasoned with pork flavoring.

Beijing authorities said investigations had found that an employee surnamed Zi had fabricated the report to garner "higher audience ratings", the China Daily said on Thursday.  "Zi had provided all the cardboard and asked the vendor to soak it. It's all cheating," the paper quoted a government notice as saying.

A city-wide inspection of steamed bun vendors in the wake of the report had found no such cases, the paper said.  Beijing TV had apologized for failing to check the report's authenticity and said it would make efforts to improve staff ethics, the paper added.

China is reeling from a series of tainted food and drug scandals that have sparked criticism at home and abroad.  The deaths of patients in Panama from mislabeled drug ingredients from China, deadly toxins in pet food exported to the United States and food laced with hazardous antibiotics and chemicals have raised fears about the safety of China's surging exports.

On Wednesday, Premier Wen Jiabao pledged to improve food safety in a meeting with a visiting Japanese House of Representatives Speaker Yohei Kono, Kyodo news agency reported

===========================

SOME SAGE SAYINGS

1.  The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow.
 

2.  Money will buy a fine dog, but only kindness will make him wag his tail.

 

3.  If you don't have a sense of humor, you probably don't have any sense at all.

 

4.  Seat belts are not as confining as wheelchairs.

 

5.  A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you're in deep water.

 

6.  How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the dark to become a teenager who wants to stay out all night?

 

7.  Business conventions are important because they demonstrate how many people a company can operate without.

 

8.  Why is it that at class reunions you feel younger than everyone else looks?

 

9.  Scratch a dog and you'll find a permanent job.

 

10.  No one has more driving ambition than the boy who wants to buy a car.

 

11.  There are no new sins; the old ones just get more publicity.

 

12.  There are worse things than getting a call for a wrong number at 4 A.M.  It could be a right number.

13.  Think about this. No one ever says "It's only a game" when his team is winning.

 

14.  I've reached the age where the happy hour is a nap.

 

15.  Be careful reading the fine print. There's no way you're going to Like it.

 

16.  The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the same size bucket.

 

17.  Do you realize that in about 40 years, we'll have thousands of OLD LADIES  running around with tattoos and RAP music will be the Golden Oldies?

 

18.  Money can't buy happiness -- but somehow it's more comfortable to cry in a Corvette than in a Yugo.

19.  After a certain age, if you don't wake up aching somewhere, you are probably dead.
===============================

