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August 22, 2007


We wish to offer our condolences to the Moy family in the passing of their brother Harry earlier this year.  Harry was the youngest brother of Norman, David, Elizabeth, Anna, Nancy, Ada and Jeannie.  Their mother was Ruby Moy who operated the Hoy Gee Coffee Shop at 48 Mott Street for many years in the 40's & 50'.  All were born at 37 Mott Street.

---------------------------------------------------------
We also wish to offer our condolences to the late James P. Chin Family, sister-in-law Fay Lew and brother, Ted Jung in the passing of Elaine (Jung) Chin.
---------------------------------------------------------
NEW YORK                  August 21, 2007
As you all know, there are three other OCA chapters in the NY-NJ area:  New Jersey, Long Island and Westchester County & Hudson Valley.  This picnic is a great opportunity to meet members of other chapters in a great setting, with plenty of home cooking.  Our ever fearless Vice President of Public Affairs, Sing Yee, is coordinating the Host Chapter responsibilities AND will be manning the grill.

 

I hope you and your friends and family can make it.  It will be a fun afternoon for everyone!

 

Thank you!

Vicki Shu Smolin
President, OCA-NY

OCA Invites you to our ANNUAL SUMMER FAMILY PICNIC
Hosted this year by OCA- New York Chapter
VAN SAUN PARK – PAVILION C*            FOREST AVENUE, PARAMUS , NJ

*located across from the Carousel.  park in Area 3 and cross road to Pavilion C. 
(look for red, white & blue balloons or OCA signs which marks our area)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2007

11:00am – 4:00 pm
(rain or shine – we have a covered pavilion)
BRING A DISH (with serving utensil) TO SHARE WITH 8 PEOPLE
OCA WILL PROVIDE HAMBURGERS, HOTDOGS, DRINKS, WATERMELON AND PAPER GOODS
All attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for our local food pantry. Please support this service project by bringing one item per person. 
BASEBALL/SOCCER FIELDS, TENNIS COURTS, CAROUSEL, PLAYGROUND FOR CHILDREN, PONY RIDES, TRAIN &  ZOO 
For Children:  Clown will make a guest appearance from 12:00noon – 1:00pm
Please feel free to bring folding chairs, mahjong games, soccer balls, etc.
FOR OCA-NY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:  PLEASE RSVP TO SING YEE, VP OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT:  ysy3749@aol. com BY TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.  PLEASE ALSO LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED A RIDE****
FROM GW BRIDGE:
Take Route 4 west, exit at FOREST AVENUE (Forum Diner will be on your left as you exit).  Make right and travel FOREST AVENUE North.  Drive 2 blocks, see*
FROM TAPPAN ZEE BRIDGE :
Take 87/287 West to Garden State Parkway South , Exit 165 towards Oradell (going over Parkway, heading East).  At Second light, make a right turn onto FOREST AVENUE .  After 2 lights, make a left turn onto Spring Valley Road .  Follow Spring Valley Road to Continental Ave , and make a right turn.  Entrance for park will be on the right.  Enter park and pass Carousel to Parking Lot “3”.  OCA is located in Pavilion “C”, which will be directly in front of you.  (You will be parking across the road to the Pavilion). *VAN SAUN PARK will be on our right.  Enter Park, proceed to fork in road and bear LEFT.  Park in Lot “3” which will be on to your left.  You will be across the road to Pavillion “C”.  Look for red, white and blue balloons or OCA signs. 
**Warning:  Please do not make a U turn ANYWHERE in the Van Saun Park area.  Park Police have given out traffic tickets.**
===============================
Hello OCA-NY Member and Friends:

I am very pleased to invite all of you to join us for OCA-NY's 31st Anniversary Community Service Award Gala on Friday, September 28 at East Manor Restaurant in Elmhurst , Queens .  Please join us as we celebrate our chapter's achievements and activities over the past year:
§  Toys R’ Us First Baby of the Year:  Chinese American baby awarded prize money; main message:  the baby is a US Citizen

§   Hate Crime Convictions of  Douglaston Incident

§   Power 105.1FM “Are You Smarter than an Asian”:  With our sister chapters, Councilman Liu's office and Coalition for Asian American Children and Families, protested the bit and as a result, DJs, Clean Channel (parent company) and producers apologize, invite Councilman Liu on air; invite Beau Sia and Ishle Park on air; produce radio shows to raise awareness on hate crimes and diversity

§   Immigration Reform Advocacy:  Protect family-based immigration

§   92.3FreeFM JV & Elvis Prank Phone Call:  As a result of coalition building with our sister chapters and over 20 local and national Asian American and civil rights organizations, the DJ's Fired, show cancelled, on-going discussions with CBS Radio to promote diversity; open invitation to provide stories for the KROCK Magazine

§   Hate Crimes Prevention Art Contest:  In coordination with South Asian Youth Action and Chinatown Youth Initiatives, a project to help our youth understand hate crimes and empower them to educate their peers on the value of diversity

Voter Registration

§   Hong Kong Dragon Boat Race

…just to name a few.

In addition, please come to support our honorees this year:

n      Jerry Cheng, Immediate Past President, led OCA-NY through two expansive years, during which time, membership numbers increased, the board diversified, and activism in the community grew.  Jerry brought to OCA-NY his many years of service to numerous other Asian American organizations in NYC with his dedication to ensure that Asian Americans have a voice in today’s society..

n      As the first social service agency to service Chinese Americans in New York City , the Chinese-American Planning Council has led the way over its 42 year history in providing much needed programs to the community’s newest immigrants, youth and senior citizens.   As the Chinese American community has changed, CPC has continued to meet the never ending demands to ensure that our community has the opportunity to achieve the American dream.

n      As the President & CEO of the IW Group, Inc, Bill Imada has led the way in encouraging major corporations to support the Asian American community across the United States .   His vision helped found the Asian and Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund and his dedication was integral in the firing of the DJs from 92.3FM’s “The Dog House with JV and Elvis.”

n      New York State Assemblywoman Ellen Young achieved history last year when she was elected as the first Asian American women to the New York State Assembly.  The road to becoming an elected official was not overnight, as Assemblywoman Young has been deeply involved in the Asian American community for over 20 years.

Longtime friend of the Asian American community, Ti-Hua Chang of WCBS News, will emcee the festivities.

 

And back by popular demand, the D’Executives will once again lead everyone into a night of great music and dancing.

Tickets are $70 for OCA Members; $80 for Non-Members and $700 for a table.  Please use the attached RSVP Form.

As always, thank you for your support.

Vicki Shu Smolin

President, OCA-NY
===============================

For you who are among the first to face the insurmountable odds, to suffer the insufferable and to achieve what others think are impossible, please join me to help 80-20 PAC become much stronger: 

1. Dip into your pocket and pay the $35 or $50 to become either a Basic or Family Members of 80-20. 80-20 really needs you and frankly our community really needs 80-20. I will match all membership fees up to $2000.00 so long the joining occurs 
within 10 days after 8/13, my birthday. It is in memory of my parents and in the hopes of helping our offspring. 

2. Place "AsianAmericanUnity@80-20.us" and "sbwEF@80-20.us" into your email account's "Address Book" or your "Safe Senders List." 

A TREAT: A brand NEW 80-20 PAC website. Visit 
http://www.80-20initiative.net/ Use the pull-down tabs. Much more info is available to you in the new site, designed by Seechung Lee of CA. We are 
still working on making the site more fun for you to visit. 
Thank you,                                                     S.B. Woo, Past President                    ===============================

You are cordially invited to attend the Asian American / Asian Research Institute's Sunset Cinema Series, on Friday, August 24, 2007, from 5:30PM to 8PM, at 25 West 43rd Street, Room 1000, between 5th & 6th Avenues, Manhattan.

Last Life of the Universe (Thailand, 2003)
In Bangkok, a mob shooting thwarts a suicide attempt by Japanese librarian Kenji (Tadanobu Asano) and leads him to meet a woman named Noi (Sinitta Boonyasak), whose beachside shack makes the perfect hideout and the perfect backdrop for an unlikely romance. He's a prim neat freak. She's a pot-smoking slob. As their relationship deepens, Noi learns more about how Kenji became suicidal in this offbeat, stylish film. 

 Tragic and blackly comic with elements of gangster cinema and toilet humor, LAST LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE is a touching work that refuses easy categorization. Pen-ek Ratanaruang's film boldly takes its time to unfold, allowing viewers to savor Christopher Doyles's (IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE) lush visuals. With Kenji, Asano Tadanobu has created a protagonist who says more with his silences than most characters do with dialogue.

This film will be shown in Thai, with English subtitles. Trailer: Click To View
Free admission. Please note that seating is extremely limited, and that we are only able to accommodate up to 40 attendees per session.
Registration will only be accepted on a per session basis, one week before each movie screens. Registration does not guarantee seating, as your seat will be forfeited to the next person on the waiting list if you arrive later than 5:40PM. There is no on-site admittance without prior registration.
To register, please reply to this email with your contact information including zip code, or you may contact our office at 212-869-0182. For details on the rest of the films to be screened, please visit our website @ www.aaari.info. 
*****************************************WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Friends,


I am writing to you personally to ask for support for my film, “Falling for Grace,” a new romantic comedy that's currently playing at the AMC DuPont 
in Washington D.C.

What inspired me to write a film was the lack of Asian American representation in the media. I started out as an actress in the Broadway 
show “Miss Saigon.”  That was my first professional acting job which led to many lead roles in regional theater across the country.  As I started to 
step into the world of television and films where I did recurring roles in soaps and guest starring spots on night time TV, I quickly realized how 
under-represented we are where substantial roles are concerned.

I deduced that the lack of good roles stemmed from lack of writers so I decided to take the bull by the horn and developed “Falling for Grace” in a 
writing class.  My intention was to write a mainstream American film for Asian American actors. One of my favorite films is Mike Nichols'  "Working Girl" - a feel good romantic comedy about an underdog fighting to move up in society.  I wanted to write the very first Asian American "Tess McGill". My goal was to write a film that transcends cultural barriers and based on the diverse audience we had this past opening weekend, I believe I have accomplished that goal.

What It Is All About

“Falling for Grace” is a romantic comedy about Grace Tang, an upwardly mobile investment  banker from Chinatown, who wants more than anything to be part of the upper  crust socialite world.  She finally gets invited to an important meet & greet where she is mistaken for an heiress from Hong Kong.  Having never felt more included, Grace decides to run with her new identity, and hides the fact that her mother works for a Chinatown sweatshop and her father works in a restaurant. A cross between "Working Girl" and Ang Lee's "The Wedding Banquet," KVMR-FM says it's "the summer's most charming feel-good movie."
For more information on the movie, go to:  http://www.fallingforgrace.com   

Inspired by a Family in Chinatown

“Falling For Grace” is an independent film that took eight years to get from script to screen.  Inspired by a friend's life whose mother worked for a Chinatown sweatshop, I wanted to weave in real life issues of immigrants - legal or illegal, who work in non-unionized factories.  S.T. Vanairsdale 
of The Huffington Post comments that I "may be the first filmmaker to run a sweatshop indictment through the prism of a Cinderella story?” Audiences have appreciated the dilemmas I point out faced by sweatshop workers in the film.

Why Hollywood Rejects Asian American Projects

“Falling for Grace” debuted at the Tribeca Film Festival in 2006 and was a sold out hit. However, the film did not get picked up by any Hollywood 
studio because I was told by the executives personally that Asian American films do not sell, not even to Asian Americans.  The only Asian films that do sell are Jackie Chan/Jet Li movies or foreign films from China. At the Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival this year, Justin Lin further backed up what I learned when he described a meeting he had with a big Hollywood Studio.  The ticket buyers in America are broken down into a pie chart with African Americans carving out the largest slice of the pie. Then come the Hispanics and then White Americans.  When asked about Asian Americans, the Marketing executive explained that Asian Americans have the same consumption habits as White Americans so they don't get.  Asian Americans don't even get a slither of the pie.

What You Can Do

So I need your help to motivate our community to come support “Falling for Grace.”  This first weekend, at the AMC DuPont, we are excited to say that we finished #2 at the  theater after Bourne Ultimatum beating out Harry Potter, Chuck and Larry,  Knocked Up, Goya's Ghost and Vittus.   The AMC DuPont decided to hold us over for one more week which is great news.  But in order to expand to other theaters in D.C., Maryland and Virginia, our distributor has informed us that FFG would have to gross about $5,000 per week at the AMC.  We grossed about $2,300 over the weekend on one screen, so we need make another $2,700 by Thursday to achieve that goal. That means we need approximately 100 people to come see “Falling For Grace” in the next 3 days.

The only way we can send a message to Hollywood is through box office receipts.  Film & TV are the most powerful form of communication throughout 
the world and I believe that Asian Americans should have a real presence that reflects authentic Asian  American characters.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at fallingforgrace@gmail.com.

Many thanks for your support.

Fay Ann Lee
Writer/Director
Falling For Grace

PS:  To see a trailer, please go to: http://www.fallingforgrace.com
*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
Go to: www.ConsumersUnion.org/securityfreeze.htm
to get more instructions on how to prevent identity theft.  Very helpful.

Security Freeze.jpg (you have to have your ISP open, such as Yahoo, to read to this article.)
===============================

Check out one of our own:

http://www.nasdaq.com/reference/200708/market_open_080107.stm
===============================

Enhancing Your Vocabulary:
Here are the winners of the Washington Post's Mensa Invitational, which once again asked readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by adding, subtracting, or changing one letter, and 
supplying a new definition. 

1. Cashtration (n.): The act of buying (or building) a house, which renders the subject financially impotent for an indefinite period of time. 

2. Ignoranus: A person who's both stupid and an asshole. 

3. Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts until you realize that it was your money to start with. 

4. Reintarnation: Coming back! to lif e as a hillbilly. 

5. Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid people that stops bright ideas from penetrating. The bozone layer, unfortunately, shows little sign of breaking down in the near future. 

6. Foreploy: Any misrepresentation about yourself for the purpose of getting laid. 

7 . Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very high. 

8. Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get it. 

9. Inoculatte: To take coffee intravenously when you are running late. 

10. Hipatitis: Terminal coolness. 

11. Osteopornosis: A degenerate disease. (This one got extra credit.) 

12. Karmageddon: It's when everybody is sending off all these really bad vibes, and then the Earth explodes and it's a serious bummer. 

13. Decafalon: (n.): The grueling event of getting through the day consuming only things that are good for you. 

14. Glibido: Al! l talk and no action. 

15. Dopeler Effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to seem smarter when they come at you rapidly. 

16. Arachnoleptic Fit (n.): The frantic dance performed just after you've accidentally walked through a spider web. 

17. Beelzebug (n.): Satan in the form of a mosquito, that gets into your bedroom at three in the morning and cannot be cast out. 

18. Caterpallor (n.): The color you turn after finding half a worm in the fruit you're eating. 



The Washington Post has also published the winning submissions to its yearly contest in which readers are asked to supply alternate meanings for common words. And the winners are: 

1. Coffee, (n.) the person upon whom one coughs. 

2. Flabbergasted, (adj.) appalled by discovering how much weight one has gained. 

3. Abdicate, (v.) to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 

4. Esplanade, (v.) to attempt an explanation while drunk. 

5. Willy-Nilly, (adj.) impotent. 

6. Negligent, (adj.) absentmindedly answering the door when wearing only a nightgown. 

7. Lymph, (v.) to walk with a lisp. 

8. Gargoyle, (n.) olive-flavored mouthwash. 

9. Flatulence, (n.) emergency vehicle that picks up someone who has been run over by a steamroller. 

10. Balderdash, (n.) a rapidly receding hairline. 

11. Testicle, (n.) a humorous question on an exam. 

12. Rectitude, (n.) the formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists. 

13. Pokemon, (n.) a Rastafarian proctologist. 

14. Oyster, (n.) a person who sprinkles his conversation with Yiddishisms. 

15. Frisbeetarianism, (n.) the belief that, after death, the soul flies up onto the roof and gets stuck there. 

16. Circumvent, (n.) an opening in the front of boxer shorts worn by Jewish men.
