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We wish to offer our condolences to Jessie Mon Goy Gee and her family in the passing of her brother Eugene (Gene) Mon Goy, the first Chinese baby to be born in Miami, Fl.
NEW YORK                         October 8, 2007
GALAXXY: Presenting Artists - October 16, 2007
Gala Co-Chairs, Nusrat Durrani & B.D. Wong invite you to join the Alliance in celebrating 25 years of strengthening Asian American arts and cultural groups in New York City through funding, visibility initiatives and access to new resources. 
 

Hosted by one of the world's leading stand-up Muslim comedians, Azhar Usman, the evening will include presentations and performances by some of the most unique artistic talent in music, literature and performance.
Who's Who at Our 25th Anniversary Gala?
Recipient of the first ever Best Comedy Performance award at the 2007 Asian Excellence Awards. Find out who  
Debut album skyrocketed to the #2 position on the Billboard Album Charts. Find out who 

Performance artist, composer, and multi-instrumental sound architect that was recently featured on the front page of the Wall Street Journal for composing music with cell phones. Find out who  

Worked for 40 years in several departments at The New York Times - retiring as the Magazine section's production editor in 2006. Find out who 

Selected by the New York Times Magazine as "one of the ten women of downtown music" and named one of the most influential South Asians in the United States by Newsweek magazine. Find out who  

Read more about the Gala, and RESERVE YOUR TICKETS today!

 

where: TriBeCA Rooftop map | date: Tue. October 16, 2007 | time: 6:30-10:30pm

For 25 years, Asian American Arts Alliance has been dedicated to strengthening Asian American arts & cultural groups in New York City through funding, visibility, and access to new resources. www.aaartsalliance.org 
WHEN 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007
6:30 pm Cocktail Reception
7:30 pm Dinner & Program 
WHERE 
TriBeCa Rooftop
2 Desbrosses St. 
Btn. Hudson & Greenwich Sts, NYC
view map 


WHAT 
Cocktails, Dinner, Silent Auction & Live Performances, Festive Attire

TICKETS
$25,000 25th Anniversary Table
$10,000 Artistic Director Table
$5,000 Producer Table
$3,000 Gala Committee Table
$500 VIP Ticket
$300 Friends Ticket
$150 Nonprofit/Artist/Student Ticket*

TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
By Check: print and complete the Gala Ticket Form, and return it with a check payable to Asian American Arts Alliance. By Credit Card: NYCharities.org

For more information, email Trupti Patel 
at tpatel@aaartsalliance.org or call (212) 941-9208 ext. 5
The countdown begins!  The Asian American / Asian Research Institute (AAARI) will be celebrating our 6th anniversary within The City University of New York (CUNY), on Friday, October 26, 2007, from 6PM to 8PM, at Gala Manor Banquet Hall, in Flushing, Queens. And the best part is, you're invited to the celebration!
This year, AAARI will be honoring CUNY Executive Vice Chancellor Selma Botman; New York State Assemblywoman Ellen Young; Mr. Rao Anumolu, President & CEO of ASR International Corp.; and Dr. K. York Chynn, Professor Emeritus from Columbia University.
AAARI will also be awarding the first-ever K.Y. Chynn Book Award for Chinese Studies to Dr. W. Scott Morton and Dr. Charlton M. Lewis, co-authors of China: It's History and Culture.
Serving as our Honorary Banquet Chairperson is CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein, with Michelle Yu from NY1 News and Blossom Kan, co-authors of China Dolls: A Novel, serving as our Mistresses of Ceremonies.
In addition to the delicious ten-course Chinese menu, cultural performances, and open floor dancing, we will be holding a silent auction and raffle drawing with items that will make awesome gifts for you or your loved one as the holidays approach, including the amazingly fun Nintendo Wii; the insanely cool iPod Touch; the limited edition Anya Hindmarch "I'm Not a Plastic Bag" Tote; and beautiful pieces of antiquity from abroad.
The success of this fundraising dinner depends upon your support. Your contributions through the purchase of a single ticket, an entire table, or placing an advertisement in our banquet journal, will enable AAARI to continue to serve friends and members of the Asian American community.
For details on our annual banquet, including ticket prices, tentative program, and silent auction/raffle items, please visit our website @ www.aaari.info.
What are you waiting for? Do not pass up this opportunity to meet individuals from all areas of business, education, government, and the community, all in one grand evening. Plus, you may even be the grand prize winner of our raffle drawing. It all happens at event, AAARI's 6th Annual Banquet!
MISCELLANEOUS
The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is extremely disappointed with President Bush's recent decision to take away health care coverage known as State Children's Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) from millions of low income children. 

SCHIP is a federally funded program which provides health insurance for families who earn too much money to quality for Medicaid, but cannot afford to buy their own private insurance. Created in 1997, SCHIP was designed to address the problem of the increasing number of children with no health care coverage. 

Congress recently passed an extension of SCHIP that would have added $35 billion to the program over the next five years to cover funding shortfalls identified for those already eligible for coverage as 
well as give states the ability to reach out to additional eligible uninsured children. Approximately 10 million children will be affected; 6.6 million children of whom are currently enrolled and 4 million who will not have any health care coverage without this measure. 

While President Bush claims that $35 billion is too much, his proposed $5 billion would not have been enough to meet current demands to cover all the children currently enrolled in SCHIP. Even with strong bi-partisan support for the expansion of SCHIP, President Bush has vetoed the measure making basic health care inaccessible to these 10 million low income children. 

The House will convene again on October 18 to take a vote to override the vetoed SCHIP measure. If Congress doesn't override the veto, millions of children will be left behind. 

JACL, the nation's oldest Asian American civil rights organization, recognizes that access to basic health care is essential. By investing in our children, we are investing in our future. We cannot let our most vulnerable children go without access to basic health care.

TAKE ACTION TODAY!

Urge your Congressperson to override President Bush's veto of SCHIP.

Contact your Congressperson by calling the House switchboard at (202) 225-3121 and ask to be connected to your Representative.

To find out who your Representative is, visit www.house.gov and enter your zip code in the top left corner of the page.
_________________________________________

By David Yang, Chair of the Committee on Legislation
Great news from Capitol Hill!  It's my great pleasure and privilege to report to you that, thanks to the support of concerned citizens like yourself, two of the three pieces of legislation that 80-20 endorsed in May have been passed with flying colors, and a third has also been moved out of Committee and is well on its way to passage.
On July 30th, the House passed the Resolution introduced by Rep. Mike Honda of San Jose calling upon the Japanese government to formally acknowledge and apologize for the use of 'comfort women' during WWII.  In the end the Resolution was cosponsored by 167 members of the House - nearly 40% of its membership.  The overwhelming support received by this Resolution is a testament to the decency and conscience of the American people, and former Prime Minister Abe of Japan was forced to backtrack from earlier comments denying state responsibility in the use of 'comfort women'.  Again, we applaud Rep. Honda's moral 
courage, and congratulate the U.S. Congress for taking up the cause of the powerless.

A second piece of good news came on Sept. 7th, when the U.S. Senate along with the House passed the College Cost Reduction and Access Act.  This landmark financial aid bill incorporates Rep. David Wu's legislation to expand educational opportunities for low-income Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) students.  Rep. Wu is a member of the Education and Labor Committee and was appointed to the House-Senate conference committee on this bill.  The bill will provide grants to eligible colleges and universities to improve services for low-income AAPI students, such as the purchase of educational materials and community outreach programs for high school students.  Previously, institutions that serve large numbers of low-income AAPI students have not had access to such grants, and AAPI students from low income households did not receive the assistance long available to other minority groups.  The passage of this bill is an important first step in the right direction.  The bill has been presented to the President on Sept. 19th and is expected to be signed into law.

Finally, I am also pleased to report that the Filipino Veterans Equity Act, sponsored by Rep. Bob Filner of California, was moved out of the House Veterans Affairs Committee on July 17th  and is expected to come up for a House vote in the near future.  With 98 cosponsors in the House, the bill is expected to pass the House without difficulty.  A similar bill has also been sponsored by Sen. Inouye in the Senate.  The Bill grants Filipino veterans who fought under U.S. command during WWII the same veterans' benefits enjoyed by other American 
veterans.  It will restore to them the same health and pension benefits enjoyed by other  American veterans, as promised them by President Roosevelt 66 years ago.  

In unity there is power.  While we cannot claim sole credit for the progress made on these issues, we did our part by shining a spotlight on them and keeping them on the public agenda.  While our elected representatives deserve the lion's share of the credit, they did not and could not do it alone.  In this great democracy the people control their own future.  Your voice can and *has* made a difference!
On behalf of the entire 80-20 Board of Directors, we thank you again for your community spirit and enthusiastic support.
Join 80-20. Using a credit card, visit http://www.80-20initiative.net/membership/payment.asp (easy to use) or http://www.80-20initiative.net/membership/join.asp 
PERSONAL checks are payable to "80-20 PAC", mailed to:
Jing-Li Yu Treasurer
P.O. Box 527340 
Flushing, NY 11352-7340 .

Please write down your E-MAIL address & PHONE no. on back of check.
=======================================
By Larry Luxner

TAIPEI, Taiwan (JTA) -- As Typhoon Sepat bore down on Taiwan with flashing thunderstorms, eight rain-soaked men gathered in a little storefront shul in downtown Taipei to welcome the Sabbath. 

Despite the wind howling outside, and the fact that he didn’t quite have a minyan, 89-year-old Rabbi Ephraim Einhorn held services on this August Friday just as he has nearly every Friday and Saturday since 1975.   When the hourlong Shabbat eve service was over, Einhorn recited kiddush, invited his fellow worshipers to enjoy freshly baked challah dipped in honey and asked who they were and from where they came. 

It's a ritual Don Shapiro has witnessed more times than he can remember.   “Usually he wants your name, where you were born and what your occupation is,” says Shapiro, a native of Rochester, N.Y., who has lived and worked in Taiwan for 38 years. “Everybody has to give a small bio, and if you forget something, he’ll remind you.” 

Such intimacy is possible only because there are so few Jews remaining in Taiwan, officially known here as the Republic of China.  In recent years, as Jews increasingly flock to Communist China to take advantage of booming business opportunities there -- Chabad-Lubavitch alone now runs seven synagogues in Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou and Shenzhen -- the Jewish presence in democratic, staunchly pro-Western Taiwan is disappearing. 

Today, no more than 150 Jews live among the 23 million inhabitants of Taiwan. That compares to between 5,000 and 10,000 Jews in mainland China, not including another 5,000 in Hong Kong, the former British colony that reverted to Chinese control in 1997.   Most of the Jews in Taiwan and China are foreigners -- mainly U.S., Israeli, British and French citizens working as factory managers, financial advisers, English teachers and tour guides. 

“When I first came here, we had 80 to 100 people coming every Shabbat," says Einhorn, who was born in Vienna and once headed the information department at the World Jewish Congress. "Most of them were of Syrian descent, so we used the Farhi [Sephardi] siddurim. Now we use Ashkenazi prayer books. I never know how many people will show up from one week to the next."   Before Einhorn, the only Jewish services in Taiwan were at the U.S. military chapel. Then the U.S. military left, and until a few years ago services were held at the five-star Hotel Landis. 

These days, Einhorn uses a tiny street-level office in the hotel's annex as a synagogue. Smaller than an average American living room, it's crammed with a holy ark, bookshelves, a dozen black chairs and a dining-room table piled high with siddurim and newspaper clippings. 

On Rosh Hashanah and Passover eve, services and communal dinners are held at the American Club, not far from Taipei's famed Grand Hotel. About 50 to 60 people usually show up.   The rest of the time, Einhorn is strictly a one-man show and the undisputed authority on Jews in Taiwan.  “I am the rabbi, the shamash and the treasurer. And I pay all the bills,” Einhorn says. “Somebody's got to do it.” 

The businessman-turned-rabbi routinely passes out eight different business cards: He’s the chairman of Pickwick Co. Ltd., director of Republicans Abroad Taiwan, senior vice president of the World Trade Center Warsaw, representative of the Polish Chamber of Commerce, and honorary citizen of Nebraska and Montana. Einhorn also calls himself "the father of relations between Taiwan and six governments: Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Hungary and the Bahamas."   Einhorn, who says he has worked in every Arab country, first came to Taiwan as head of a Kuwaiti business delegation in 1975. 

"Einhorn is the glue that holds the Jewish community together," says William Ting, 38, a Taiwan-born corporate lawyer who grew up in Pasadena, Calif., and converted to Judaism a year ago under Einhorn's supervision. "I met him at the European Chamber of Commerce four years ago, but I never discovered the rabbi side of him until a year later." 

Aside from Einhorn's Shabbat services, Jewish ife in Taiwan is virtually nonexistent. However, the island has a Holocaust museum at a church in Tainan, about 90 minutes south of Taipei via train, and there's a Jewish exhibit that Einhorn organized at the Buddhist-run Museum of World Religions in suburban Taipei. 

The only kosher food in this land of pork dumplings and fried oxtails is at Jason’s Supermarket in the trendy food court of Taipei 101, the world's tallest building, and at the Landis Hotel, whose chefs are familiar with the laws of kashrut. 

Despite the dwindling numbers, Ting says he sees a bright future for Jewish life in Taiwan if the current government drops its insistence on independence and seeks closer economic cooperation with China.   That’s unlikely to happen anytime soon. In September, President Chen Shui-Ban petitioned the United Nations for membership; the bid failed. 

Taiwan has been trying to reclaim its U.N. seat since 1971, when its membership was replaced by that of the People's Republic of China. China’s strong business partnerships around the world bode ill for Taiwan’s efforts for official recognition as a state. 

Like Taiwan’s other business partners, Israel adheres to the one-China policy. The Jewish state established diplomatic ties with Beijing in 1994, the same year it opened an Israel Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei. Bilateral trade between Israel and Taiwan reached $1.3 billion in 2006, compared with $1.8 billion between Israel and China, according to the office’s director, Raphael Gamzou. 

"Taiwan is one of our main trading partners in Asia," Gamzou told JTA. "The Taiwanese have a great deal of sympathy and admiration for Israel. They admire Israeli courage and resilience, and the innovative capabilities of Israeli high-tech companies." 

The few local Jews here hope that increasing trade with Israel, combined with successful negotiations to open direct air service between Taiwan and mainland China, could save Taiwan’s Jewish community from outright extinction. 

“Direct air links would do wonders for the Jewish community," Ting says. “You could fly from Taipei's downtown city airport to Shanghai in 40 minutes. This will attract a lot of skilled Jewish professionals who are sick and tired of the pollution and smog in other big Asian cities."

=======================================

Harry Lee, 75; seven-term sheriff was a fixture in Louisiana politics

Times Staff and Wire Reports, October 2, 2007

Harry Lee, the seven-term sheriff of Metairie, La., whose blunt talk sometimes led to sour relations with black leaders, died Monday, several months after announcing he had leukemia, his chief deputy said. He was 75. 

Even in a state with a long history of brash and colorful politicians -- fiery orators like Huey and Earl Long, country singer Jimmie Davis, the dapper Edwin Edwards -- Lee cut an uncommon figure: a rotund, white-haired Chinese American with a penchant for western wear and a love of country music. 

"As a law enforcement professional and as a fixture of Louisiana politics, Harry Lee was one of a kind," Gov. Kathleen Blanco said. "It is sad that Louisiana has lost such an extraordinary and colorful leader." 

It was his clashes with black leaders as sheriff of the mostly white New Orleans suburb that often made news during his nearly three-decade tenure.

The most recent such disagreement came after Hurricane Katrina devastated the region on Aug. 29, 2005. Lee's agency faced an upsurge in crime, blamed largely on the illegal drug business that had been dislodged from neighboring New Orleans. 

Lee prompted outrage by suggesting his deputies could randomly question young black men in high-crime areas. Lee later abandoned the plan, but made no apologies for it. 

In 1987, he was blamed by many for putting up temporary barricades between mostly black New Orleans and mostly white Jefferson Parish. The barricades were actually ordered by the Jefferson Parish Council, according to news reports. However, Lee was quoted as saying at the time that the controversy might help his reelection bid that year. 

In another incident, following a rash of robberies in white neighborhoods, he ordered his deputies to arbitrarily stop "young blacks in rinky-dink cars" driving in white neighborhoods. He later backed off. 

When nutria, large water-loving rodents, started digging holes in the vital levee system, Lee sent armed deputies to hunt them down, leaving more than a few animal rights activists displeased. 

All the brouhahas never seemed to hurt popular support for this true rarity in Louisiana politics. 

"Even when people disagreed with his techniques, few doubted his dedication," said New Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin, who is black. "He was an original, and he will be missed." 

Lee always denied charges of bigotry and said they were hurtful for a man born in the back room of a Chinese laundry in New Orleans in 1932. 

After graduating from Louisiana State University in 1956 with a degree in geology and serving in the Air Force in San Antonio, Lee returned to the New Orleans area. His family had opened a popular Chinese restaurant called House of Lee in Metairie, where he met U.S. Rep Hale Boggs and worked as the Democratic lawmaker's driver. 

Lee graduated from Loyola University law school in 1967 and with Boggs' help was named federal magistrate in 1971. Four years later he was appointed chief attorney for Jefferson Parish. In 1979 he won his first election as parish sheriff.

Lee, who made a brief, abandoned run for governor in 1995, was a heavy favorite to win reelection as sheriff of Jefferson Parish on Oct. 20, despite his illness.

Survivors include his wife, Lai; and a daughter.

=======================================
The noble deeds of "China's Schindler" Fengshan Ho in Austria will never be forgotten, Israel's ambassador to China Amos Nadai said a day before the late diplomat's ashes will be buried in his hometown in Central China's Hunan Province.

 

Nadai will today join Ho's family, Jewish historians and other Jews saved by the Chinese diplomat in Yiyang, where Ho was born 106 years ago. He will present an Honorary Commemorative Citizenship certificate to Ho's family on behalf of the Israeli government.


"It's very important for the state of Israel, my country, to show that we respect and will never forget the people who helped us," Nadai told China Daily on Thursday.

We have a very famous saying (in Jewish) that the person who saves even one life is looked upon by people as if he has saved the whole world. And Dr Ho saved many hundreds, we believe it was about two thousand."


From 1938 to 1940, Ho was the former Chinese consul general in Austria. He defied the Nazi threat and the warnings of the Chinese ambassador in Germany, his immediate superior, to issue more than 2,000 "life visas" to Jews to help them flee Vienna.


"During World War II, 6 million Jews were murdered. A lot of countries were looking, but most of them did nothing. China was among the very few countries willing to save the Jews," Nadai said.


"We do not blame the countries who did not help us, we do not judge other people, but we do very, very deeply admire those who came to (help) us."

More than 50,000 Jews are estimated to have fled Europe to China during the war. The Jewish community in Shanghai was the largest in the Far East at that time.


Ho neither sought nor got recognition for his deeds during his lifetime. It was only by chance that his heroic act came to light. That was in 1997 after his death.


Israel honored Ho with its highest award for non-Jews, the Righteous Among the Nations, in 2001. His name was carved on the Honor Wall of the Garden of the Righteous of Nations, with the inscription "a Chinese should never be forgotten".


Fengshan Ho's daughter Manli Ho told China Daily in a letter that she has often been asked why a Chinese diplomat saved Jews in Austria when others didn't.

She wrote: "He (Fengshan Ho) used to say: 'It was only natural to feel (for the helpless) and to help them. That is what humanity is all about. Now I have brought my father's ashes back for burial in China, fulfilling his wish to be laid to rest in his native soil. We have reached completion."


Director of the Bureau of Cultural Affairs of Yiyang Yuan Fengli said: "He is the honor of the people of Yiyang and of China."

=======================================
Appeal for Voter Registration 

This email is for US citizens NOT yet registered to vote.  Are you registered to vote? 
 

Two types of citizens need to register: (1) those who've never registered, and (2) have registered 
but have moved to a new address. Please fulfill your obligation as a citizen and a model Asian 
American. Your vote is important in our democratic process, in our future, and in the future of 
our country. 

 

Here is the EASIEST way to register to vote! It will be the most meaningful 10 minutes you'll 
spend in your life, for your children and future generations. 
 

Visit https://ssl.capwiz.com/congressorg/nvra/. The steps to Register to Vote are: 

 

1.   Select your state
2.   Enter the required information 

·  Fill in all the required information as indicated by a red *
· Click on "instruction" as needed for further explanation
· After you have completed the required information, go to the bottom of the page to       click on the "Preview My Voter Registration"   
3.   Print your voter registration application (requires Adobe Acrobat software which you can 
      download free at this site)
4.   Proofread, sign and date the voter registration application
5.   Mail your voter registration application to the address on the form. 

Upon receiving your application, your state will mail you a voter registration card. YOU NEED 
TO FILL THAT OUT AND MAIL IT IN. Only then are you truly registered.  Note that registering to vote is ALWAYS A TWO-STEP PROCESS, whether you register via a 
website or travel to a registration place. 
 

Visit https://ssl.capwiz.com/congressorg/nvra/ NOW! 
 

When the "Voter Registration Card" comes, you may want to choose to vote Absentee. That is 
you can "vote by mail" instead of going to a polling place. More and more people prefer to vote 
Absentee because it is easier and you have more time to study the candidates and issues. 
 

Most states allow "vote by mail." About 20 days before the voting date, you will receive a ballot 
on which you may check for whom and on what issues to vote. Put the ballot in an envelope; 
sign on the backside of the envelope, mail it in and you will have voted. You will have fulfilled 
your duty as an Asian American and a US citizen who asserts his/her rights. 
 

SAVE this e-mail & forward it to your relatives & friends. Thank you
=======================================

