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We want to offer our condolences to Lillian Eng and family in the passing of Lillian’s husband, Timothy Eng, on Nov. 6th.  Tim was the brother-in-law of James Wong, Jr. and Helen Wong.

=======================================
We also wish to offer our condolences to Lorraine & Ricky Mah in the passing of Lorraine’s father, Eddie Lee on Nov. 7th.
**********************************************************
NEW YORK                         January 1, 20008                  OCA, State Farm®, AWBC Graduate First Class of APA Entrepreneurs
Entrepreneur Empowerment Training in Northern Virginia sponsored by State Farm®, comes to successful close
Washington, DC – OCA, a national Asian Pacific American (APA) organization dedicated to advancing the social, political and economic well-being of APAs, celebrated the completion of the first session of its new financial workshop program, the Entrepreneur Empowerment Training (EET) last week.
The EET is run with generous support from State Farm, and in partnership with the Association of Women’s Business Centers (AWBC), a national network of centers supporting entrepreneurial development. The program offers full scholarships to APA entrepreneurs to participate in intensive courses covering the essential skills needed to start a business, from business plan development to financing a start up. 

The EET launched in September 2007, with 10 APA entrepreneurs from Maryland , DC, and Virginia attending classes held by the Women’s Business Center of Northern Virginia. Participants’ business concepts range in interest and service to include a mobile payment solution, an online thrift store, a socially responsible bakery and IT product development. The entrepreneurs participating in the fall 2007 session are: Jack Ding, Thoria Hassan, Peter Ho, Cynthia Kim, Lily Liang, Paula Lin, Qiang Lu, Wenyao Shi, Michael Sun, Jeffery Wu, and Anthony Yan. 

Two more programs are scheduled to start in the Greater Chicago and New York City areas in January and February, 2008, respectively. =================================== OCA Announces Entrepreneur Empowerment Training Program in New York City Area
New scholarship program funded by State Farm® targets APA Entrepreneurs in the New York City Area
New York – OCA, a national organization dedicated to ensuring social justice for Asian Pacific Americans, is proud to announce the expansion of its entrepreneurship training workshop series, the Entrepreneur Empowerment Training (EET) program, to the New York City area. 
The EET will provide a limited number of full scholarships to entrepreneurs in the OCA and APA communities in the New York City area to attend a 10-week business development program, which will include classes on how to grow your business, marketing and finance. The program will run from mid-February through April, 2008, and is valued at $1,000.00. 
The EET is run with generous support from State Farm®, and in partnership with OCA’s New York, Long Island, New Jersey, and Westchester/Hudson Valley Chapters and the Women’s Venture Fund (WVF), a member of the Association of Women’s Business Centers (AWBC).
“OCA is excited to be working with State Farm® and AWBC to provide this valuable workshop for our members,” said Michael Lin, OCA Executive Director, “We are confident that this program will help participants fulfill their goals of financial independence and economic well-being.”
“This is an opportunity for Asian Pacific Americans in the New York City metro area who are serious about growing their businesses,” said Vicki Shu Smolin, OCA-New York Chapter President, “We are delighted to bring this program to the New York City area, where there is a great concentration of APA small business owners.”
“We’re looking for committed individuals who are ready to take their business to the next level. Because of the high rates of entrepreneurship in the APA community, this program is especially relevant to OCA,” said Gladys Yan, OCA-Long Island Chapter President, “We are proud to continue to support the APA community through this new initiative.” 
“The number of APA-owned businesses in the U.S. has grown significantly over the past decade, and we’ve seen similar growth locally,” said Florence Chen, OCA-New Jersey Chapter President, “OCA is dedicated to helping APAs increase their contributions to the business community in the area.”
“The EET will help OCA continue its dedication to embracing the hopes and aspirations of Asian Pacific Americans,” said Jeannette Wang, OCA-Westchester/Hudson Valley Chapter President, “The program will allow us to carry out this commitment in a very tangible way.”
“The Entrepreneur Empowerment Training reflects State Farm®’s commitment to the APA community to help build stronger communities through financial education,” said Leslie Moe-Kaiser, Corporate Relations Manager, State Farm®, “State Farm®’s mission is to “help people realize their dreams.” We are proud to sponsor this program that is close to our core.”  
“This intensive 10-week course covers the essential skills needed to start and expand a business,” said Maria Otero, Founder and President of WVF, “Participants will graduate with a vision for success and an in-depth action-oriented business plan. With the Entrepreneur Empowerment Training, the WVF is thrilled to provide training and assistance to the growing community of APA entrepreneurs.”
The curriculum will help participants develop the skills of a successful entrepreneur, including raising capital; preparing financial statements, sales projections and cash flow; conducting market research and analysis; improving operations and managing growth; and other financial and operational basics. 

The New York City area program will launch in mid-February 2008 at the Women’s Venture Fund’s NYC office on 8th Avenue. Applications are available online at www.ocanational.org and are due by December 21, 2007. Accepted applicants will be notified by February 8, 2008.
Questions or requests for applications can be directed to Hope Chu (hchu@ocanational.org or 202 223 5500).
Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicated to advancing the social, political and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans. OCA is comprised of over 80 chapters and affiliates across the nation advocating for social justice, equal opportunity, and fair treatment; promoting civic participation, education, and leadership; advancing coalitions and community building; and fostering cultural heritage.
State Farm® insures more cars and homes than any other insurer in the U.S. and is also a leading insurer in Canada. State Farm's 17,000 agents and 68,000 employees serve over 76 million auto, fire, life and health policies in the United States and Canada, and more than 1.7 million bank accounts. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company is the parent of the State Farm family of companies. State Farm is ranked No. 31 on the Fortune 500 list of largest companies. For more information, please visit statefarm.com® or in Canada statefarm.ca®.
The Women’s Venture Fund (WVF) is a non-profit organization that assists entrepreneurs to grow their businesses through training, business counseling and a micro-loan program. The WVF is one of about 100 Association of Women’s Business Center (AWBC) members throughout the U.S. Founded in 1998, the purpose of the AWBC is to create a world where economic justice, wealth and well-being are realized through the collective leadership and power of successful entrepreneurial women.  WVF online: http://www.womensventurefund.org/. AWBC online: http://www.awbc.biz.
=======================================
Holiday greetings! With 2008 just a few short days away, I wanted to write and inform you about the Asian American / Asian Research Institute's upcoming all-day conference on Asian American Women: Celebrating Successes, Meeting Challenges, scheduled to take place on Friday, May 16, 2008, at the CUNY Graduate Center. 
Asian American women's experiences and concerns illustrate the heterogeneous and complex histories and interests of this important segment of the U.S. population. This year's AAARI annual conference seeks to explore the manifold realms of Asian American women's lives from the diverse vantage points of scholars, researchers, business professionals, educators, activists, artists, legislators, writers, and students.
Topics to be covered include:
· Community Advocacy 

· Business, Leadership, and Professional Development 

· Balancing Career and Family 

· Public Administration and Government 

· Science and Engineering 
· Health and Wellness 

· Media, Visual, and Performing Arts 

· Literature 

· New Demographics 

· Pedagogy, Educational Policy and Curricular Issues
AAARI is currently in the process of accepting call for proposals, and seeks your much needed assistance in reaching out to your colleagues within your field, department and university about this important and timely event. The deadline for call for proposal submissions is Friday, January 18, 2008.

For details on how to submit a proposal for our upcoming conference, please visit www.aaari.info/2008women.htm. Also, if you would like to contribute to the conference through sponsorship, please contact our office at 212-869-0182.
Together with your help, we hope to make this a successful event.
Antony Wong
Office Manager
Asian American / Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York

URL: www.aaari.info 

*****************************************************
WASHINGTON, DC
OCA Seeks Applicants for 2008 Summer Internship Program.  Deadline to apply for summer internships: March 15, 2008
Washington, DC – OCA, a national Asian Pacific American organization dedicated to ensuring social justice for APAs, is seeking motivated and qualified students for its highly successful summer internship program. The internship will last approximately ten weeks and a stipend will be provided.

The purpose of the OCA Internship program is to cultivate future leadership by providing students with an opportunity to be involved in the political and public policy process. 
Summer interns will be placed at a federal agency, non-profit, or congressional office that matches their interest and work full-time. Past interns have been placed in the offices of Speaker of the House Pelosi, Congresswoman Berkley, and Senator Durbin; at the Department of Transportation, the Department of Health and Human Services, the Office of Management and Budget, the National Education Association, and the NAACP. 

Interns can also be placed at the OCA National Center and work first hand with one of the largest APA organizations in the country. In addition to their placement, summer interns will be highly engaged in many OCA activities and be involved with grassroots organizing.

The OCA Summer Internship Program engages interns with numerous activities to incorporating all that Washington, DC has to offer. Interns participate in a summer brown bag series focusing on important issues in the APA and civil rights community. Interns have the opportunity to meet with members of Congress, APA staffers, and members of the APA Congressional Caucus. Interns also help research and develop toolkits that inform and determine best practices on important APA issues, such as hate crimes and bias, coalition building, and Asian American Studies.

In addition to the experience that Washington, DC has to offer, interns play a major role in our annual national convention held in Washington, DC on July 31 – August 2, 2008. The convention will feature speakers, entertainment and engage the entire community on pertinent issues. Once selected, applicants are strongly encouraged to make sure they are able to attend this signature event.

Applications and information can be found on the OCA National website at http://www.ocanational.org. Complete applications must be postmarked by March 15th and an interview will be done for selected applicants. Selection will be complete by April and a firm commitment is required at the time. Interns will be responsible for travel to and from Washington, DC and housing as well.
Internships are also available during the winter, spring and fall sessions at the OCA National Center.

Hope Chu

Communications Manager | OCA

hchu@ocanational.org
t | 202 223 5500, f | 202 296 0540

OCA National Center

1322 18th St NW

Washington DC 20036

www.ocanational.org
**********************************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
BEIJING (12/21/07) - After 800 years at the bottom of the sea, a merchant ship loaded with porcelain and other rare antiques was raised to the surface Friday in a specially built basket, a state news agency reported.

The Nanhai No. 1, which means "South China Sea No. 1," sank off the south China coast with some 60,000 to 80,000 items on board, Xinhua News Agency reported, citing Wu Jiancheng, head of the excavation project.

Archaeologists built a steel basket around the 100-foot vessel, and it took about two hours for a crane to lift the ship and surrounding silt to the surface, Xinhua said. The basket was as large as a basketball court and as tall as a three-story building.

Green-glazed porcelain plates and shadowy blue porcelain items were among rare antiques found during the initial exploration of the ship. Archaeologists have also recovered containers made of gold and silver as well as about 6,000 copper coins.

The ship dates from the early Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279). It was discovered in 1987 off the coast near the city of Yangjiang, in Guangdong province, in more than 65 feet of water.

The Nanhai No. 1 was placed on a waiting barge. It will be deposited in a huge glass pool at a museum where the water temperature, pressure and other environmental conditions are the same as where it has lain on the sea bed.

Feng Shaowen, head of the Yangjiang city cultural bureau, said visitors will be able watch the excavation of the ship through windows on the pool.

The recovery of the Nanhai No. 1 was originally scheduled for Saturday, but organizers decided to raise it a day early because of favorable weather.     
=======================================
Manufacturers of drugs containing carbamazepine--a drug used to treat epilepsy, bipolar disorder, and neuropathic pain--have agreed to recommend on the labeling that patients with Asian ancestry get a genetic blood test before starting therapy with the products. The blood test can identify a significantly increased risk of developing a rare, but serious, skin reaction.

Carbamazepine is sold under the brand names Carbatrol, Equetro and Tegretol. 

http://www.fda.gov/consumer/updates/genetictest121707.html
=======================================
