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NEW YORK                      March 6, 2008 
It's the Year of the Rat 

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY  
MAYOR'S OFFICE OF ADULT EDUCATION
 

The City is creating a new educational TV show to help immigrants improve their English while learning more about important City services and resources.  The show will feature stories from across the City's diverse immigrant communities while modeling effective English language communication strategies.  Each of the 10 episodes of the show will focus on a different topic (e.g., health, workers' rights, education, etc.) and together will serve as an outstanding ESL and civics curriculum from the perspective of immigrant New Yorkers.

 

We are looking for smart, high energy, bilingual interns to conduct outreach to identify small ESL programs in different immigrant neighborhoods around New York City.  Interns would work in a team under the supervision of the Director of Outreach.  

Responsibilities include going to different neighborhoods to find as many ESL programs as possible - using word of mouth, asking local residents and business people, combing the ethnic press, and pounding the pavement.  Information gathered by interns will be used to create a directory of community based organizations where immigrants can go for ESL classes led by volunteers using the TV show as the curriculum.  

Interns would work a minimum of 15 hours a week and must speak languages other than English to find the programs and interact with their staff.

Please send your resume, including names and contact information of two references, with a short cover letter to:

Anthony Tassi
Director, Adult Education
Office of the Mayor, City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-788-9561 tel
212-788-3224 fax
atassi@cityhall.nyc.gov
====================================

A/PA Institute Monthly Film Series:  “Anna May Wong – Frosted Yellow Willows:  Her Life, Times and Legend” – Screening and Director’s Talk with Elaine Mae Woo

Date: Thursday, Apr 3rd
Time: 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

Location:

Cantor Film Center 
36 East 8th Street
Theater 101
New York, NY 10003
(212) 998-4100



Category: Film
This documentary, “Anna May Wong — Frosted Yellow Willows: Her Life, Times and Legend,” introduces the first Asian American international film star (1905-1961) and first Asian American to have her own television show. Anna May Wong starred in Technicolor’s first two-strip color movie, “The Toll of the Sea” (1922), was chosen by Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. to be in “The Thief of Bagdad” (1924), and co-starred with Marlene Dietrich in “Shanghai Express” (1932). The film, narrated by Nancy Kwan, is packed with an abundance of little seen archival footage and images, and follows the ascent of the actress from her humble beginnings to the peak of her international fame. 

A discussion on the film with filmmaker Elaine Mae Woo and producer Kathy D. Mazza follows this screening. Woo is a documentarian of Asians in Hollywood from circa 1900 to 1940.

RSVP by April 1, Thursday
RSVP or for more information, contact: 
Phone: 212.992.9653 

Email: apa.rsvp@nyu.edu 

Free and open to the public.
*****************************************************
TORONTO, CANADA

Hello Friends of Anthony (Buggu) Chen:

As a High School classmate of Anthony’s I am extremely proud and filled with admiration of his achievement and recognition. Do hope you can attend the next Toronto Hakka conference/Festival of June 28-29, 2008 to honor Anthony.

Ron Chung, STGC Class of 53

=======================================

Dear Friends,

Each of you was a winner of the Hakka Achievement Award (Toronto 2004) for your work in science or business.  And now, one of you is a co-winner of the Nobel peace prize for 2007. Congratulations, Prof. Anthony Chen!  You do us proud!

From his base at the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, Anthony has worked for many years with the UN International Program on Climate Change and was one of the lead authors of the recent IPCC report. He will be going to the UN on Jan 29 to accept his piece of the Nobel prize. I hope we can play a part in honoring him at the next Toronto Hakka Conference/Festival of June 28-29, 2008.

Keith Lowe

P.S. Just in case you are not aware of this, I should let you know that I am playing a supporting rather than a leading role in the next conference (June 28-29, 2008).  I look forward to seeing most, if not all, of you at that time.

Dear Keith and Friends

It was a great honor for me to receive a Hakka Achievement Award in Toronto 2004.  Thank you all.  I need to make 2 corrections to what my good friend Keith has said about me.  Firstly, I am not really a co-winner of the Nobel Prize since the prize was award to an organization, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  I was just one of the authors for IPCC.

Secondly, I am travelling to New York at the end of January along with 2 other member of IPCC to receive an award from the Friends of the University of the West Indies, which is based in New York.  I think that Keith's sister-in-law, with whom I will stay in New York, must have passes on the wrong message to him. 

A Happy New Year to all

Anthony

**********************************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
Very helpful information:

don't do anything that is without the " s " 

The main difference between http:// and https:// is: 


It's all about keeping you secure 
HTTP stands for HyperText Transport Protocol, which is just a fancy way of saying it's a protocol (a language, in a manner of speaking) for information to be passed back and forth between web servers and clients. 

The important thing is the letter S which makes the difference between HTTP and HTTPS. The S (big surprise) stands for "Secure". 

If you visit a website or webpage, and look at the address in the web browser, it will likely begin with the following: http://. This means that the website is talking to your browser using the regular 'unsecure' language. 

In other words, it is possible for someone to "eavesdrop" on your computer's conversation with the website. If you fill out a form on the website, someone might see the information you send to that site. 

This is why you never, ever, ever, should enter your credit card info in an http website! But if the web address begins with https://,  that basically means your computer is talking to the website in a secure code that no one can eavesdrop on. 

You understand why this is so important, right? If a website ever asks you to enter your credit card information, you should automatically look to see if the web address begins with https://. If it doesn't, there's no way you're going to enter sensitive information like credit card info! 

http vs. https 
· I checked the Tigerair http://www.tigerairways.com/home/ and Jetstar airways http://www.jetstar.com/3k/index.html When it came time to book the ticket and keying the personal information it shows “https “

· BOOKING https://booking.tigerairways.com/skylights/cgi-bin/skylights.! cgi and https://jetstar.com/skylights/cgi-bin/skylights.cgi 

SO it is safe to do that booking... please remember when you buy any thing online make sure when passing your information on the website it is showing https REPEAT https........... don't do anything that is without the " s " 
=======================================Chinatown: A walk with my great-grandfather through the last foreign country                            in New York City

BY BRUCE EDWARD HALL
Anyone wanting a copy of the above excerpt may write to me and I’ll email it to you.  Too long to print.

Gchin20041@yahoo.com or 

gchin20042@yahoo.com
=======================================

Another view on the war in the Middle East.  Makes one think long and hard.
Another assessment of where the US stands in relation to the Middle East problems, this one is from the guy who had his finger on the nuclear trigger for three years as head of our defense and response complex buried under Cheyenne Mountain at Colorado Springs. He was the only person who could initiate a nuclear attack after advising the sitting president of a missile launch by our enemies and our need to respond. No political or civilian type in the US had more knowledge about day to day military actions around the world. Everyone should find quiet time to read this. As far as I am concerned, it is exactly the direction we should go and the consequences of not doing so are well thought out.

John R. (Jack) Farrington Major General, USAF (Retired)

Middle East Imperative

BY: JIM CASH, Brig. Gen., USAF, Ret.

I wrote recently about the war in Iraq and the larger war against radical Islam, eliciting a number of responses. Let me try and put this conflict in proper perspective.

Understand, the current battle we are engaged in is much bigger than just Iraq. What happens in the next year will affect this country and how our kids and grand kids live throughout their lifetime, and beyond. Radical Islam has been attacking the West since the seventh century. They have been defeated in the past and decimated to the point of taking hundreds of years to recover. But they can never be totally defeated. Their birth rates are so far beyond civilized world rates that in time they recover and attempt to dominate again.

There are eight terror-sponsoring countries that make up the grand threat to the West. Two, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,  just need firm pressure from the West to make major reforms. They need to decide who they are really going to support and commit to that support. That answer is simple. They both will support who they think will hang in there until the end, and win. We are not sending very good signals in that direction right now, thanks to the Democrats.

The other six, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Syria, North Korea and Libya will require regime change or a major policy shift. Now, let's look more closely.

Afghanistan and Iraq have both had regime changes, but are being fueled by outsiders from Syria and Iran. We have scared Gaddafi's pants off, and he has given up his quest for nuclear weapons, so I don't think Libya is now a threat.

North Korea (the non-Islamic threat) can be handled diplomatically by buying them off. They are starving. That leaves Syria and Iran. Syria is like a frightened puppy. Without the support of Iran they will join the stronger side. So where does that leave us? Sooner, or later, we are going to be forced to confront Iran, and it better be before they gain nuclear capability.

In 1989 I served as a Command Director inside the Cheyenne Mountain complex located in Colorado Springs, Colorado for almost three years. My job there was to observe (through classified means) every missile shot anywhere in the world and assess if it was a threat to the US or Canada. If any shot was threatening to either nation I had only minutes to advise the President, as he had only minutes to respond. I watched Iran and Iraq shoot missiles at each other every day, and all day long, for months. They killed hundreds of thousand of their people. Know why? They were fighting for control of the Middle East and that enormous oil supply.

At that time, they were preoccupied with their internal problems and could care less about toppling the west. Oil prices were fairly stable and we could not see an immediate threat. Well, the worst part of what we have done as a nation in Iraq is to do away with the military capability of one of those nations. Now, Iran has a clear field to dominate the Middle East, since Iraq is no longer a threat to them. They have turned their attention to the only other threat to their dominance, they are convinced they will win, because the US is so divided, and the Democrats (who now control Congress and may control the Presidency in 2008) have openly said we are pulling out.

Do you have any idea what will happen if the entire Middle East turns their support to Iran, which they will obviously do, if we pull out? It is not the price of oil we will have to worry about. Oil WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE to this country at any price. I personally would vote for any presidential candidate who did what JFK did with the space program---declare a goal to bring this country to total energy independence in a decade.

Yes, it is about oil. The economy in this country will totally die if that Middle East supply is cut off right now. It will not be a recession. It will be a depression that will make 1929 look like the "good-old-days". The bottom line here is simple. If Iran is forced to fall in line, the fighting in Iraq will end over night, and the nightmare will be over.

One way or another, Iran must be forced to join modern times and the global community. It may mean a real war---if so, now is the time, before we face a nuclear Iran with the capacity to destroy Israel and begin a new ice age. I urge you to read the book "END GAME" by two of our best Middle East experts, true American patriots and retired military generals, Paul Vallely and Tom McInerney. They are our finest, and totally honest in their assessment of why victory in the Middle East is so important, and how it can be won. Proceeds for the book go directly to memorial fund for our fallen soldiers who served the country during the war on terror. You can find that book by going to the Internet through Stand-up America at <http://www.ospreyradio.us/>

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ospreyradio.us/" \o "http://www.ospreyradio.us/" \t "_blank" www.ospreyradio.us or http://www.rightalk.com/>www.rightalk.com.

On the other hand, we have several very angry retired generals today, who evidently have not achieved their lofty goals, and insist on ranting and raving about the war. They are wrong, and doing the country great harm by giving a certain political party reason to use them as experts to back their anti-war claims.

You may be one of those who believe nothing could ever be terrible enough to support our going to war. If that is the case I should stop here, as that level of thinking approaches mental disability in this day and age. It is right up there with alien abductions and high altitude seeding through government aircraft contrails. I helped produced those contrails for almost 30 years, and I can assure you we were not seeding the atmosphere. The human race is a war-like population, and if a country is not willing to protect itself, it deserves the consequences. Nuff-said!!!

Now, my last comments will get to the nerve. They will be on politics. I am not a Republican. And, George Bush has made enough mistakes as President to insure my feelings about that for the rest of my life. However, the Democratic Party has moved so far left, they have made me support those farther to the right. I am a conservative who totally supports the Constitution of this country. The only difference between the United States and the South American, third world, dictator infested and ever-changing South American governments, is our US Constitution.

This Republic (note I did not say Democracy) is the longest standing the world has ever known, but it is vulnerable. It would take so little to change it through economic upheaval. There was a time when politicians could disagree, but still work together. We are past that time, and that is the initial step toward the downfall of our form of government.

I think that many view Bush-hating as payback time. The Republicans hated the Clinton's and now the Democrats hate Bush. So, both parties are putting their hate toward willingness to do anything for political dominance to include lying and always taking the opposite stand just for the sake of being opposed. JUST HOW GOOD IS THAT FOR OUR COUNTRY?

In my lifetime, after serving in uniform for President's Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, and Bush I have a pretty good feel for which party supported our military, and what military life was like under each of their terms. And, let me assure you that times were best under the Republicans.

Service under Jimmy Carter was devastating for all branches of the military. And, Ronald Reagan was truly a salvation. You can choose to listen to enriched newscasters, and foolish people like John Murtha (he is no war hero), Nancy Pelosi, John Kerry, Michael Moore, Jane Fonda, Harry Reid, Russ Feingold, Hillary Clinton, Ted Kennedy and on-and-on to include the true fools in Hollywood if you like. If you do, your conclusions will be totally wrong.

The reason that I write, appear on radio talk shows, and do everything I can to denounce those people is simple. THEY ARE PUTTING THEIR THIRST FOR POLITICAL POWER AND QUEST FOR VICTORY IN 2008 ABOVE WHAT IS BEST FOR THIS COUNTRY. I cannot abide that. Pelosi clearly defied the Logan Act by going to Syria, which should have lead to imprisonment of three years and a heavy fine. Jane Fonda did more to prolong the Vietnam  war longer than any other human being (as acknowledged by Ho Chi Minh in his writing before he died). She truly should have been indicted for treason, along with her radical husband, Tom Hayden, and forced to pay the consequences.

This country has started to soften by not enforcing its laws, which is another indication of a Republic about to fall. All Democrats, along with the Hollywood elite, are sending us headlong into a total defeat in the Middle East, which will finally give Iran total dominance in the region. A lack of oil in the near future will be the final straw that dooms this Republic. However, if we refuse to let this happen and really get serious about an energy self-sufficiency program, this can be avoided. I am afraid, however, that we are going in the opposite direction. If we elect Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama and a Democrat controlled congress, and they carry through with allowing Iran to take control of the Middle East, continue to refuse development of nuclear energy, refuse to allow drilling for new oil, and continue to do nothing but oppose everything Bush, it will be over in terms of what we view as the good life in the USA..

Now, do I think that all who do not support the war are un-American -- of course not. They just do not understand the importance of total victory in that region.

Another failure of George Bush is his inability to explain to the American people why we are there, and why we MUST win. By the way, it is not a war. The war was won four years ago. It is martial law that is under attack by Iranian and Syrian outside influences, and there is a difference.

So, what do I believe? What is the bottom line? I will simply say that the Democratic Party has fielded the foulest, power hungry, anti-country, self absorbed group of individuals that I have observed in my lifetime. Our educational system is partially to blame for allowing the mass of America to be taken in by this group. George Bush has done the best he can with the disabilities that he possesses.

A President must communicate with the people. And, I would tell you that Desert Storm spoiled the people. Bush Senior's 100-hour war convinced the people that technology has progressed to the point that wars could be fought with no casualties and won in very short periods of time. I remember feeling at the time, that this was a tragedy for the US military. To win wars, you must put boots on the ground. When you put boots on the ground, soldiers are going to die. A President must make the war decision wisely, and insure that the cause is right before using his last political option.

However, CONTROLLING IRAN AND DEMOCRATIZING THE MIDDLE EAST IS THE ONLY CHOICE IF WE ARE HELL-BENT ON DEPENDING ON THEM FOR OUR FUTURE ENERGY NEEDS.

Jimmy L. Cash, Brig. Gen., USAF, Ret. Lakeside , Montana 59922


"I'll tell you what war is all about, you've got to kill people, and when you've killed enough they stop fighting." --Gen. Curtis Le May
=======================================
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Driven Out: The Forgotten War Against Chinese Americans (Hardcover)
by Jean Pfaelzer (Author) 

Editorial Reviews
From Booklist
Pfaelzer, professor of American studies, reveals one of the most disgraceful chapters in American history--the purging of thousands of Chinese immigrants in the Pacific Northwest and Rocky Mountain region between 1850 and 1906. Drawing on newspaper accounts, diaries, legal pleadings, and photographs, Pfaelzer retells the story of the horrific purge of the Chinese. Testifying in their own words, Chinese businessmen recall being driven out of their shops, while women tell of being forced into prostitution; they were driven from gold mines, orchards, and small towns in the booming West. The Chinese responded with defenses from boycotts to lawsuits asking for reparations, challenges to police harassment, shipments of arms from China, and pressure on the Chinese government to intervene. Pfaelzer also catalogs the racist images of docile and dirty Chinese subject to lynchings, night raids, murder, expulsion, and deportation. She compares the expulsions to those in Nazi Germany, as well as modern Rwanda and Bosnia, and puts the Driven Out campaign into the broader context of American racism. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved 

Book Description
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK

The brutal and systematic “ethnic cleansing” of Chinese Americans in California and the Pacific Northwest in the second half of the nineteenth century is a shocking–and virtually unexplored–chapter of American history. Driven Out unearths this forgotten episode in our nation’s past. Drawing on years of groundbreaking research, Jean Pfaelzer reveals how, beginning in 1848, lawless citizens and duplicitous politicians purged dozens of communities of thousands of Chinese residents–and how the victims bravely fought back. 
In town after town, as races and classes were pitted against one another in the raw and anarchistic West, Chinese miners and merchants, lumberjacks and field workers, prostitutes and merchants’ wives, were gathered up at gunpoint and marched out of town, sometimes thrown into railroad cars along the very tracks they had built.

Here, in vivid detail, are unforgettable incidents such as the torching of the Chinatown in Antioch, California, after Chinese prostitutes were accused of giving seven young men syphilis, and a series of lynchings in Los Angeles bizarrely provoked by a Chinese wedding. From the port of Seattle to the mining towns in California’s Siskiyou Mountains to “Nigger Alley” in Los Angeles, the first Chinese Americans were hanged, purged, and banished. Chinatowns across the West were burned to the ground. 

But the Chinese fought back: They filed the first lawsuits for reparations in the United States, sued for the restoration of their property, prosecuted white vigilantes, demanded the right to own land, and, years before Brown v. Board of Education, won access to public education for their children. Chinese Americans organized strikes and vegetable boycotts in order to starve out towns that tried to expel them. They ordered arms from China and, with Winchester rifles and Colt revolvers, defended themselves. In 1893, more than 100,000 Chinese Americans refused the government’s order to wear photo identity cards to prove their legal status–the largest mass civil disobedience in United States history to that point. 

Driven Out features riveting characters, both heroic and villainous, white and Asian. Charles McGlashen, a newspaper editor, spearheaded a shift in the tactics of persecution, from brutality to legal boycotts of the Chinese, in order to mount a run for governor of California. Fred Bee, a creator of the Pony Express, became the Chinese consul and one of the few attorneys willing to defend the Chinese. Lum May, a dry goods store owner, saw his wife dragged from their home and driven insane. President Grover Cleveland, hoping that China’s 400,000 subjects would buy the United States out of its economic crisis, persuaded China to abandon the overseas Chinese in return for a trade treaty. Quen Hing Tong, a merchant, sought an injunction against the city of San Jose in an important precursor to today’s suits against racial profiling and police brutality. 

In Driven Out, Jean Pfaelzer sheds a harsh light on America’s past. This is a story of hitherto unknown racial pogroms, purges, roundups, and brutal terror, but also a record of valiant resistance and community. This deeply resonant and eye-opening work documents a significant and disturbing episode in American history.

“Jean Pfaelzer has pulled back the veil on one of the most horrendous, frightening, violent, and little known moments in American history, when the Chinese were driven from their homes and businesses in an effort to expel them from communities, states, and ultimately the country.  This is the most comprehensive history of this period I have ever read, and Pfaelzer has written it with sensitivity and a keen eye for the horrifying, heartbreaking, and often uplifting and triumphant details.  Driven Out couldn't be more timely or important.”
 –Lisa See, Author, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
====================================Some noteworthy news of Chinese around the globe.

Winter 2007 marks the 70th anniversary of the Nanking massacre and the 10th anniversary of the publication of The Rape of Nanking. The feature documentary Nanking has been playing in theatres in North America in recent months.— Playbill
BAY AREA:
Steve Yee Awarded 2008 Pioneer Award
The Chinese American Museum of Northern California has selected Steve Yee as the recipient of the Chinese American Museum of Northern California’s Pioneer Award for 2008.

Awardees are selected on the basis of their contributions to the preservation and interpretation of the history of the Chinese pioneers in America. As chair of the Friends of the Yee Fow Museum, Yee has led the effort to reclaim the history of the Chinese in Sacramento’s Yee Fow and also bring awareness to the Chinese experience during California’s early beginnings.

Yee is part of recently formed Yee Fow Center advisory board to determine the physical design of a Yee Fow Center for Chinese-Californian history, culture and trade within Sacramento’s rail yards. At 240 acres, the Sacramento rail yards gain distinction as the largest infill redevelopment project in all America and home to the early Chinese pioneers of Yee Fow. The advisory board consists of state and local officials, business leaders and community activists that have backgrounds in the areas of Chinese American history, culture or trade.. . . . . . . . . .
Community Service Scholarship
The 2008 Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival is pleased to announce the 21st year of their annual scholarship program for graduating seniors of Japanese descent in Northern California.

Applicant must be a graduating senior of Japanese American descent at an accredited high school with a grade point average minimum of 2.5 on a scale of 4.0.

Students will be awarded scholarships on the basis of commitment to their community, written essays, academic achievement and personal character. Two winners will each receive $2,000 cash and will participate in various Cherry Blossom Festival activities, including the Cherry Blossom Festival opening ceremony on Saturday, April 12, 2008, 1:00 p.m., at the Peace Plaza stage in Japantown, San Francisco.

Applications must be postmarked no later than Tuesday, March 25, 2008, and sent to the Cherry Blossom Festival Scholarship Committee, 2441 Farrol Ave. Union City, CA 94587-5258.

For more information, please call Steven Hirabayashi at (510) 471-7324 or e-mail at yshiraba@yahoo.com.

COMMERCE:
U.S. Asian Wire Inc. and Asian Diversity Inc. Announce Partnership
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, N.J. — U.S. Asian Wire Inc. and Asian Diversity Inc. have joined forces to encourage companies to promote and empower Asian Americans in the workplace. Through cross-promotional and strategic marketing outreach efforts, USAW and ADI will provide each other opportunities for greater visibility and exposure, enhancing the growth of both companies.

Under the terms, ADI names USAW as its official newswire for ADI’s seventh annual Career Expo in New York City on May 2, 2008, to be held at Jacob Javits Convention Center.

As a resource for Asian American professionals for over 20 years, Asian Diversity Inc. has contributed greatly to helping companies worldwide further diversify their hiring practices.

ADI has organized diversity career events where human resources professionals, Asian American organization leaders and other industry leaders convene to consider issues pertinent to Asian Americans in the workplace. ADI’s Career Expos are the largest such events for Asians and Asian Americans in the U.S.

GLOBAL:  

Chinese Students Rank Low on International English Test
HONG KONG — The International English-Language Testing System published the performance of students from all over the world, reported the Ming Pao Daily. Chinese students ranked the second to bottom. IELTS says Chinese students are doing well in reading and listening tests, but not in writing and speaking ones. It shows Chinese students are more capable in taking English tests than in using the language in real life. Most Chinese taking the tests are junior high or high school students, IELTS said, one reason for China’s bad performance. IELTS is based in England, but universities in other European countries and in the United States use IELTS reports as reference tools in admitting students.— Ming Pao Daily. . . . . . . . .
Mainland China Movie Fans Flock to HK
SHANGHAI, China — The ranks of Chinese visitors to Hong Kong have swelled with a brand-new category of tourists: moviegoers.

In a response to the censoring of a film about love and betrayal in Shanghai during the Second World War by the Taiwan-born director Ang Lee, mainland movie fans have flocked by the thousands to Hong Kong to see the full, uncut version of the film, Lust, Caution.

The phenomenon of so many people voting, as it were, with their feet has highlighted the public’s rapidly changing attitudes toward the long-unquestioned practice of government censorship of the arts, and prompted debate about the way films are regulated in China.

Travelers have made their way to Hong Kong to see movies before, of course, but always in much smaller numbers. Many in the Chinese film industry support the idea of introducing a ratings system like the one used in the United States, which advocates say would lessen the need for outright censorship. The state film administration, however, has resisted. — The New York Times . . . . . . . . . .
Old U.S. Allies Still Hiding in Laos
VIENTIANE PROVINCE, Laos — They call themselves America’s forgotten soldiers.

Four decades after the Central Intelligence Agency hired thousands of jungle warriors to fight Communists on the western fringes of the Vietnam War, men who say they are veterans of that covert operation are isolated, hungry and periodically hunted by a Laotian Communist government still mistrustful of the men who sided with America.

They are often miles from any rice paddies or hamlets, but sometimes they travel at night, with their AK-47s, to get supplies from sympathetic farmers. They say they got their guns and uniforms from Laotian troops who fled a firefight in 1999.

The CIA operation, from 1961 until 1975, became known as a secret war because, unlike in Vietnam, America’s military involvement in Laos was covert. Instead of sending American ground troops to prevent a Communist takeover here, the C.I.A. hired tens of thousands of mercenaries, most of whom were Hmong, a hill-dwelling ethnic minority. — The New York Times
NATION

Battered Asian Women Find Help Downtown
The New York Asian Women’s Center, based in Lower Manhattan, was founded in 1982 to help Asian and Asian American women who were victims of domestic violence. Today, its counselors and caseworkers support and guide women through the tumult of leaving their abusive partners in 15 different languages, including several dialects of Chinese, Hindi, Bengali and Vietnamese.

About half of the women who seek help there are Chinese, said Larry Lee, the center’s executive director. The rest come from Korea, South Asia and Southeast Asia. To protect the women they serve, the center’s staff will not disclose the address of their offices or shelters. The two temporary shelters the shelter runs can house up to 37 women and their children.

Lee said there are 300 women a month who are part of the non-residential program, where women get emotional counseling, legal aid to obtain orders of protection from their batterers and to apply for green cards, and help with benefits and entitlements. — Downtown Express . . . . . . . . . .
Lack of Asian Workers Complicates Union Deal
PHILADELPHIA — Under legislation enacted by City Council, unionized Asian firms must get 5% of the dollars, and Asian construction workers must get 5% of the labor hours.

If the mostly-white building trades have been slow to bring African Americans into unions, they have been beyond molasses in recruiting Asians. Asians have not been pushing to join unions, nor have their leaders agitated for union jobs the way African American leaders have. Asian leaders, union officials and Asian contractors say several factors come into play: a lack of interest by Asians, a lack of outreach by unions, a lack of access to traditional paths of union membership because of language and culture, and a lack of growth opportunities for Asian contractors.

In Philadelphia, where 43% of the population is African American, there’s a chance for blacks to come close to City Council’s goal of 25% inclusion. But with Philadelphia’s Asian population numbering 67,654, or 4.5%, it won’t be easy to make City Council’s 5% goal. — Philly.com . . . . . . . . . .
Addison Mayor Shares Recipe for Success
ADDISON, Texas — In Addison, Joe Chow is known as a restaurant owner, an insurance agent and realtor. But now the biggest hat he wears is at City Hall.

Chow was born and raised in Taiwan and immigrated to this country in 1979, when he arrived to attend school at Southeastern Oklahoma State. “During those years, I enhanced my knowledge and improved my English, so I have more confidence,” Chow said.

Chow’s energy and enthusiasm translated to politics when he ran for City Council, and then the mayor’s seat. Dr. Charles Ku said Chow has inspired other Asians to get involved in politics. “He is what people call an American dream, an immigrant who came here for school, and then worked on tables and eventually owned his own restaurants,” Ku said.

Chow, the man who once cleared tables, now makes sure Asians have a seat at the table. “That’s what I did. I want to give back to the entire community, not just Asian American communities,” Chow said. — NBC Dallas …………

Chang Elected to Tennis Hall of Fame
NEWPORT, R.I. — French Open winner Michael Chang was elected to the International Tennis Hall of Fame. The induction ceremony is July 12 at the International Tennis Hall of Fame and Museum.

Chang was only 17 when he won the 1989 French Open — the youngest male player to win a Grand Slam title. He was the first U.S. champion at the clay-court Grand Slam tournament since Tony Trabert in 1955.

Chang’s run to the French Open title included a memorable five-set upset of No. 1 Ivan Lendl in the fourth round, when a cramping Chang resorted to underhand serves. He defeated Stefan Edberg in the final.

Chang reached No. 2 in the rankings in 1996, finished runner-up three times at Grand Slam tournaments and won 34 singles titles. — Associated Press . . . . . . . . . 
Asian Americans Allege Police Brutality in Orlando
Asian American blogger “Angry Asian Man” has called the arrest of a group of Asian American men at Orlando’s Roxy Night Club “racist.”

Their experience is detailed at length by a Facebook Internet group, which asks visitors to boycott the club. Nightclub security and management wouldn’t let the men in, while other groups were allowed to enter. The men were eventually arrested and say they were treated with excessive force by police.

YouTube videos show one of the men with a bloody face just after his arrest, the blog says. The men are filing a complaint against the officers. — Angry Asian Man
=======================================

INVITATION TO “TELL YOUR STORY”

This project was originally designed for those who grew up in New York City’s Chinatown in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s.  The time period is significant because it represents an era in American history when the Chinese population in New York was relatively static.  Distant family and friends are also welcome to join us in “Telling Your Story.” Your knowledge, experiences, memories and insight can prove to be invaluable.  However, for those who did not grow up in that era, viz., the children or grandchildren of those who did, they are also welcome to join the project.  Pass this Invitation on to them as well 

This is an invitation to tell your story. This is an opportunity to share your memories and experiences of growing up in America.  We think it is timely.  We believe our cohort is unique and we want you to participate.     

Background & Review of Literature:  Many authors have made great strides in educating the American public about the Chinese in America.   We list a few samples of their works here:  “The Chinese in America,” and “Thread of the Silkworm” by Iris Chang;  “Chinese America” by Peter Kwong & Dusanka Miscevic.   Stories from the families of Hong Kingston and Amy Tan have served their purpose.  Asian American historians such as Erika Lee and Ron Takaki  (to name a few) provide deeper understanding of our roots and the American experience we share.

However, the one thing missing in the literature is the NY Chinatown story.  The story of the Toi Shan generation that immigrated to this nation in the 1900’s, the 1920’s, the 1930’s, and their offspring: “The Jook Sing generation”.  Our cohort.  Our achievements and experiences in America are generally invisible by and large to the American public.

What was it like growing up in America?  What was going on in our families in the 30’s, 40’s, and 50’s?  What did we do then?  How did we survive?  What were our challenges?  How did our parents make it, and more importantly, what are the contributions of our generation?  So, who cares about us?    We care.    

Florence Ho, owner of the Port Arthur Restaurant, said this once at a wedding banquet at her restaurant:   “Someone should explore the archive at PS 23 and follow-up on all its graduates.  If they did, they will uncover a goldmine of talent and people who have made a significant impact on this country!  People need to know about that.”   We include PS 130, PS 1 and PS 65.  

Important Points:    

1.  This is not a sociological study.  We just want you to tell your story.  

2.  The suggestions below are only that – suggestions.  Feel free to organize your material in any fashion you wish. Be original.  Tell it in your own words.  

3. Feel free to include significant events and experiences in your life. 

4. Do not worry about spelling, diction or grammar at this stage.  When we get to the publisher we’ll edit and  “clean up” the English.  Our point is – don’t let this be a barrier to your sharing 

5.  There is no limit on the number of words or number of pages.  

6. Deadline dates can be negotiated individually.  It all depends on how much progress we make, how many participants we end up with and how much material we generate.  

7.  There is no assurance our materials will be accepted by a publisher, but don’t let this stop you. After all, telling your story is half the fun in this project!   

Suggestions: (Some ideas)

Be Selective.  You do not have to tell everything!  One good story may be all you want to tell.

What was your family like?   Describe memorable events and experiences: what were they like?   Describe significant experiences, conflicts, and educational experiences.  What was  social life like?  Cite educational, recreational experiences.  How did you choose your career?  What was your religious background (if any)?   What do your remember about Chinese New Year and other festive activities?  Who were some of the important people in your life and why?    

Editorial Criteria:  We’re not looking for a resume.  We’re interested in how you interpret specific experiences: what did you think and how did you feel.   We’re interested in how that experience is seen through your eyes.    Is the story informative?  Does your personality shine through the content?  Is the story told in an interesting manner?  What might the reader learn from your story?

Confidentiality:  Do not say anything you do not want to be made public.  Share only what you are comfortable sharing with any audience.   

Our Role & Relationship with You:  

1.  If there are some questions about content we will contact you.

2.  You will need to approve any copy that goes before any publisher.  We will not submit your materials to anyone without your approval.

3.  If you are interested, write to James Yee Gan Moy at:  jykmoy@wavecable.com
On the Subject Line Type: TELL MY STORY PROJECT.

4. If a book should materialize and is published, all profits from sale will be given to the NY Chinatown Museum.  This statement will be included on the face of the book.

If you have questions on organization and content we will try and answer them as best as we can.    We expect all correspondence will be done electronically with materials generated by attachment.    We use Microsoft Word on an iMac. 

James (Yee Gan) Moy  <jykmoy@wavecable.com>

Daniel Lee DSLee4321@aol.com
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED COMPLETE (INCLUDE) THE FORM BELOW ON YOUR WORD PROCESSOR, COPY and PASTE IT ON AN EMAIL AND SEND IT TO:  jykmoy@wavecable.com  

NAME:   _________________________________________

SNAIL MAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________________________

_____________________________________

EMAIL (select one you use regularly): _____________________________________

Phone:  (         ) ______ - ______.

