N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

April 4, 2009

NEW YORK                         APRIL 4, 2009        
PAID SUMMER INTERNSHIP WITH OCA-NY May 18 - August 15, 2009 

OCA-NY seeks a college or graduate student for a full-time summer internship position to work on OCA-NY projects and initiatives, namely the Hate Crimes Prevention Art Project and the Voter Registration and Education Project. 

Qualifications: 
§          Commitment to social justice issues 

§          Experience in facilitating youth projects 

§          Ability to work independently 

§          Flexible schedule; some weekends and nights are required 

§          Must work well with diverse student groups (ethnic, economic, social) 

§          Must be a self-starter 

§          Must have excellent organizational skills 

§          Knowledge of issues affecting New York City under-represented communities 

§          Must be available week of May 4 for interviews, either by phone or in person 

Stipend:           

$2,000.00 for the period from May 18 to August 15, 2009 

To Apply:         

Send a cover letter, current resume and an essay, no more than 500 words as to why you should be selected for this position.  Include names and contact information of two references: one from someone who is knowledgeable of your character and leadership skills and one from a professor that has taught you within the last year. 

Email cover letter, resume and essay to Michele Lam at <michele.lam@ oca-ny.org>.  Please indicate in the subject line:  “OCA-NY Summer Internship - [Your Name].”  Applications are due Friday, April 24, 2009 , 11:59 p.m. EST.  

Due to the large number of expected applicants, we will not be able to respond to each application. =======================================You are cordially invited:
Please bring guests and JOIN US on Thursday, April 16, 2009, at 6:50 PM, Wang Ctr, SBU.
 
OCA-LI & Asian American Center "Bridge"
will be sponsoring a panel discussion at the 
Wang Center, Stony Brook University
(Please mapquest for directions)

"Asian Americans After Obama 
 Where do we go from here?"
   Date:  Thursday, April 16, 2009
   Time:  6:50 PM - 9:40 PM
   Place: Wang Center, Stony Brook University

Hear from the following guest panelists:
Moderator: Dr. Frank Shih
[1] Hon. Justice Doris Ling-Cohan, First female Asian American Supreme Court Justice in NY.
[2] Sharon Ravisharon KhunKhun, Esq.,Dir., SEVA, NY Immigrant Community Advocacy Project.
[3] Hon. Grace Meng, NYS Assemblywoman, Flushing 22 AD
[4] Gurpal Singh, Regional Coordinator for NYS Senator & Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith.
[5] Bryan Lee, Voting Rights Coordinator, ALDEF

After the historic victory of the first African American to be elected President, of the U.S., we pause to ask ourselves how the recent election has impacted Asian Americans.

     What do exit polls reveal about how Asian Americans voted?  Did the turnout of Asian Americans increase?  How did the turnout impact the results, especially in New York?  What is the view of the elections from elected Asian American leaders?  What are the rewards and challenges in registering new immigrant populations?  How does it feel to be a candidate for election?  What is it like to be an Asian American leader?  What can we ensure that the voices of Asian Americans will be heard in future elections.
=======================================

Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) E-Newsletter: A "Tell Your Friends and Family" Announcement on Events, Exhibits, and Programs at MOCA and Around New York City.    
PROGRAMS      

· Film Screening: Take Out 

· Multimedia Production: Paper Angels 

· Film Screening: A Brief Flight...Hazel Ying Lee and the Women Flew Pursuit 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Benefit Party for Paper Angels
Film Screening 

View more>>
in association with NYU Center for Media, Culture, and History/Center for Media and Religion and the Museum of Chinese in America.  

 Multimedia Production

Paper Angels 

Wednesday, April 29 through Friday, May 1 at 8 p.m.; Saturday, May 2 at 3 p.m. 

Location: The Performance Project @ University Settlement, 184 Eldridge Street (at Rivington Street)
Tickets: $20; $15 for students/seniors; $5 for children 12 and under 
Tickets available at Theatermania. 

Set in 1915, this award-winning play written by Genny Lim and directed by Victoria Linchong explores America’s historic ambivalence towards immigration through the tale of a group of Chinese detainees on Angel Island, the Ellis Island of the West Coast. Featuring archival footage of Angel Island, a traditional Chinese music ensemble, and Obie Award winner Jojo Gonzalez as a long-time Californian caught in the net of the Chinese Exclusion Act. 

Film Screening 

A Brief Flight...Hazel Ying Lee and the Women Who Flew Pursuit 

Wednesday, May 6, 7:30 p.m.  

The 92nd Street Y co-presents a screening of A Brief Flight, the remarkable story of American aviation pioneer Hazel Ying Lee and her female flying buddies. Q&A session with filmmaker, Alan Rosenberg, follows. 

Location: 92nd Street Y, 1395 Lexington Ave (at 92nd Street)
Tickets: $25. Tickets available for purchase at the 92nd Street Y.    

View more>>
======================================= 
Elizabeth R. OuYang

Please join me in congratulating our Executive Vice President, Elizabeth R. OuYang, for being named one of 31 Extraordinary Women by King’s County District Attorney Charles J. Hines! 

As you know, the OCA-NY is a volunteer-run organization, with most of our board members working full-time jobs (a couple have recently retired) in a variety of fields.  OCA-NY is very fortunate that in Liz’s case, she is a civil rights attorney, who does not believe that civil rights work stops when the office shuts down for the day. 

Indeed, Liz’s expertise and legal training have been instrumental on numerous issues our chapter has taken on, including the Douglaston, Queens hate crime case, hate media issues, voting rights, immigrant rights, among many other things.  In addition, Liz heads up OCA-NY's Hate Crimes Prevention Art Contest, which works to empower our youth to embrace diversity and combat hate crimes through non-violent means.  Her passion for the issues is shared and her leadership is valued by the OCA-NY Board. 

Of course, DA Hines’ recognition of Liz is important on a number of levels.  First, he is recognizing Liz’s work and volunteerism.  Second, he is recognizing the importance of Asian Americans., and third, he is recognizing the important partnerships between individuals, organizations and government in ensuring civil rights for all.  For details of the Kings County Extraordinary Women Award, please visit:  http://www.brooklyn da.org/. =======================================

OCA, a national organization of over 80 chapters and affiliates dedicated to advancing the social, political and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans, praises the recent appointment of Dr. Jim Yong Kim as president of Dartmouth College. The Korean-American Harvard medical school professor and global and social health care champion is the first Asian American Ivy League President.   
OCA also expresses disappointment in the recent satirical article that was published by the Generic Good Morning Message, a Dartmouth student e-publication, referring to Kim as a “Chinaman” and warning the campus that “another hard-working American’s job will be taken by an immigrant willing to work in substandard conditions.”   
 
There is a long history of discrimination that is perpetuated by reinforcing unfair and inaccurate stereotypes, even when intended as satire. OCA firmly believes it is unacceptable that the message was published and we are pleased to see that the administration and a majority of students understand the harmful effects of such characterizations.    
 
Dr. Kim’s appointment should be celebrated as yet another milestone in the field of education, but the message published by Dartmouth students illustrate the need for ongoing dialogue and future events involving the entire education community in which Asian Pacific Americans are more accurately and equitably represented. 
======================================= Yen S. Chou 

Promoting Education 
  

Throughout her childhood, Ms. Yen S. Chou was just an ordinary girl, or so her parents thought; when they sought to instill leadership in their children, such lessons were reserved for her three brothers, not for her.  Little did her parents know, Ms. Chou would one day not only become a leader in the Asian community in a foreign land, but also the vanguard for better education.

 

Ms. Chou has unwaveringly held onto one belief: education determines who a person is, who they will become, and where they will be. With that belief, Ms. Chou founded Aim Academy in 1995. Ms. Chou envisioned Aim Academy with a mission of bringing education and enjoyment together and delivering it to the next generation. Seeking a more active role in education as well as a larger constituent base, in 1999, she ran for a position in the New York City Community School Board election, and won in a landslide. Thus, began the rise of a true leader.  

 

Ms. Chou fought for education and the immigrant families in the community. Her fame and reputation were so great that even through the restructuring of the education system, Ms. Chou was re-appointed to the Community Education Council; however she felt that she could do so much more for her community.  With the support of her community friends and business leaders, Ms. Chou started the Chinese American Parent-Student Council of New York City, a nonprofit organization dedicated to education and the Chinese community. So successful is this organization, that the Mother’s Day and Outstanding Honorees’ Celebration  annually hosts more than 800 people in addition to government officials, business leaders, and community leaders.  

 

CAPSC is indeed Ms. Chou’s brainchild and it continues to thrive as adults and youth combine to form a synergy of devotion and commitment for the betterment of the community. In addition, CAPSC has formed other nonprofit organizations, such as the National Chinese American Heroes Foundation (NCHF). This foundation strives to recognize the valiancy and dedication Asian Americans have made to this country and especially those who have died doing so. It also strives to promote leaders within the youth who exhibit the same traits as our heroes.

 

Today Ms. Chou serves as a liaison between City Council and the Asian community especially with regard to education. For nearly 14 years, Aim Academy is continuously bringing up the best and brightest of New York City and the nation. Recently CAPSC was recognized by the United Federation of Teachers in their Spring Annual Conference and was awarded the John Dewey Award. Past recipients of this award include America ’s most famed leaders such as Eleanor Roosevelt and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Of her two sons, one is graduating early from NYU Stern and is already working at JP Morgan Private Equity Fund Services, while the other recently graduated from Townsend Harris High School and will be attending Columbia University in the Fall. There is no doubt today, not even in the mind of her parents, that Ms. Chou is a leader and a success story that many will emulate.

*****************************************************
NEW JERSEY

Once again, my family and I are participating in the Lymphoma Research Foundation’s annual 5K Walk on Sunday, May 3rd, in West Windsor, New Jersey.
 

As many of you know, my husband of 45 years was diagnosed with lymphoma in the Fall of 2006.  He began his chemotherapy treatments at the Cancer Center at St. Barnabas in Livingston, NJ on February 2007 and completed his cycles of treatment on October 2007.  Thanks to the advances in medical research, Willie is well and healthy and has returned to work on a 3-days basis, though he still suffers from fatigue.  Lymphoma is the second fastest rising cancer in the United States today and the third most common form of childhood cancer.  There are more than 500,000 people currently living with this disease, and I am writing to ask for your help in the fight against lymphoma.
 

Lymphoma Research Foundation (LRF) is a nationwide, non-profit organization dedicated to funding research and providing support and education for those whose lives have been touched by Hodgkin and non-Hodgkin lymphoma.  LRF’s Scientific Advisory Board consists of the most respected leaders in cancer research and oncology, and is unrelentingly committed to finding a cure and needs our help for funding. 
You can donate online by clicking on the link below (you may have to cut and paste), or you can forward a check to me, payable to the Lymphoma Research Foundation – memo:  Willie’s Walkers to expedite their mission?  Thank you.
    
https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=299241&lis=1&kntae299241=366ED9A15ED24F4AB45FF2C3B6ECCFF4&supId=167679788

 HYPERLINK "https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=299241&lis=1&kntae299241=366ED9A15ED24F4AB45FF2C3B6ECCFF4&supId=167679788" \o "https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=299241&lis=1&kntae299241=366ED9A15ED24F4AB45FF2C3B6ECCFF4&supId=167679788" \t "_blank" 
 

Thank you in advance. 

Warm regards,

Shirley Eng
2 Skytop Terrace

Upper Montclair, NJ  07043

Tel/Fax:  973-783-7226

email:  saeng@yahoo.com
**********************************************************
WASHINGTON, DC

CAROL ROSENBERG, MiamiHerald.com

President Barack Obama Monday chose Yale Law School Dean Harold Hongju Koh, a veteran human rights law expert, to serve as State Department legal advisor.

In the early 1990s, Koh led a group of Yale Law students in a protracted legal battle to assert rights for Haitian refugees living in tent camps at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. He subsequently served as assistant secretary of state for democracy, human rights and labor during the Clinton administration, when Madeleine Albright was secretary of state.

By 2003 he was teaching at Yale and blamed international isolation and condemnation of the United States on Bush administration war on terror detention policy, as well as its opposition to the International Criminal Court. 

''We are now reaping the consequences of a short-sighted, casual approach to the Geneva Conventions, '' Koh then warned.

The job of legal advisor, or top lawyer at the State Department, will likely have a role in helping the Obama White House develop new interrogation, detention and rendition policy.

In January 2007, he was one of the most high profile among140 American law school deans who signed a petition repudiating a Pentagon lawyer's criticism of private corporate law firms that provided free-of-charge defense to war on terror detainees at Guantánamo.

''Our American legal tradition has honored lawyers who, despite their personal beliefs, have zealously represented mass murderers, suspected terrorists and Nazi marchers,'' he and the other law deans wrote. ``At this moment in time, when our courts have endorsed the right of the Guantánamo detainees to be heard in courts of law, it is critical that qualified lawyers provide effective representation to these individuals.''
=======================================
http://www.census. gov/Press- Release/www/ releases/ archives/ facts_for_ features_ special_editions /013385.html
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month:
May 2009
In 1978, a joint congressional resolution established Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week. The first 10 days of May were chosen to coincide with two important milestones in Asian/Pacific American history: the arrival in the United States of the first Japanese immigrants (May 7, 1843) and contributions of Chinese workers to the building of the transcontinental railroad, completed on May 10, 1869. In 1992, Congress expanded the observance to a monthlong celebration. Per a 1997 Office of Management and Budget directive, the Asian or Pacific Islander racial category was separated into two categories: one being Asian and the other Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander. Thus, this Facts for Features contains a section for each.
**********************************************************
CALIFORNIA
Subject: The historical significance of Angel Island 

The historical significance of Angel Island 
By Alan Wang, KGO-TV, 10.13.08 

I'd like to tell you about a very profound experience I had while I was anchoring the ABC 7 eleven o'clock newscast on Sunday night. But first let 
me set the stage. Our mountain-top cameras, positioned around the bay, were fixated on Angel Island as a wildfire swept across its 740 acres. 
People, from four counties, could see it glowing in the darkness of the night, but our SKY7-HD helicopter camera was able to magnify the dramatic 
flames as it hovered over, what looked like, a volcano oozing lava from its peak. 

I found myself explaining the historical significance of Angel Island and how the immigration station there was created to help enforce the Chinese 
Exclusionary Act of 1882. It was a discriminatory law that specifically barred people of Chinese decent, just like me, from entering the United 
States of America. Yet here I was 65 years after the law was repealed, a Chinese American, sitting at the helm of a Bay Area institution (KGO-TV). 

I drive across the Bay Bridge and stare at Angel Island all the time, and quite honestly I had been unable to appreciate its symbolic nature until 
Sunday night. The Angel Island Immigration Station on what is now Angel Island State Park in San Francisco Bay served as the processing center for 
most of the 56,113 Chinese immigrants who are recorded as immigrating or returning from China; upwards of 30 percent more who showed up were 
returned to China. 

When it opened in 1910, the new detention facility on Angel Island was considered ideal because of its isolation. There were buildings to house and care for detainees, a pier, and regular boat service to the mainland. During the next 30 years, this was the point of entry for most Chinese immigrants and approximately 175,000 came to Angel Island. The average detention was two to three weeks, but many stayed for several months and a few were forced to remain on the island for nearly two years. 
Some detainees expressed their feelings in poetry that they brushed or carved onto the wooden walls of the detention center. Others simply waited, hoping for a favorable response to their appeals, but fearing deportation. Many of the poems that were carved into the walls of the center are still legible today. This was all going on while immigrants from European countries were freely pouring through Ellis Island on the East coast. 

In 1943, the Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed by the Magnuson Act, allowing a national quota of 105 Chinese immigrants per year, although 
large scale Chinese immigration did not occur until the passage of the Immigration Act of 1965. Despite the fact that the exclusion act was 
repealed in 1943 the law in California stating that Chinese-Americans were not able to marry whites wasn't repealed until 1948. 

Although all its constituent sections have long been repealed, Chapter 7 of Title 8 of the United States Code is headed, "Exclusion of Chinese." It is the only chapter of the 15 chapters in Title 8 (Aliens and Nationality) that is completely focused on a specific nationality or ethnic group. 

In 1940, the government decided to abandon the Immigration Station on Angel Island. Ironically, their decision was hastened by a fire that destroyed the administration building in August of that year. The fire, back then, was a blessing for Chinese immigrants, but Sunday night firefighters were trying to save the immigration station that now reflects the struggles, the pain, even the joy of the Chinese American journey. 

Today, I have a true historic appreciation of Angel Island. It's an important part of our landscape that symbolizes the cultural fabric of who we "all" are as Bay Area citizens, and Americans. Now, I think of the Chinese-Americans who are contributing to the strength of this country, and I wonder about that many talents that were denied the right to be a 
part of it. These same immigration experiences are taking place today, and it makes you wonder who else is being kept from adding to the greatness of 
this country. 

After the fast-paced, thrilling ABC 7 news coverage of the wildfire on Angel Island was over, I sat back in the anchor chair and soaked in what had just happened. It was a cathartic moment for me, and I couldn't help but wonder and hope that the ghosts of my ancestors were watching with approval.
HONOLULU, HAWAII

http://www.hawaiiperformancemagazine.com/
Matt book cover final.pdf (6378KB)
Ken Ng, CHIC, LUTCF 

Hawaii Regional Publisher
808-285-5858
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**********************************************************
MISCELLANEOUS

Check out this website.  Another black eye for China.  Where does it end? (Hold down the Ctrl Key then left click with mouse to access site)
http://www.eatnineghost.com/beware-of-fake-bamboo-shoots/
Good website for NYC information

http://www.newyorkology.com/archives/2009/02/new_york_on_sal.php
