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October 21, 2009

We wish to offer our condolences to Jaylene Chin and family for the passing of her husband, Edmund Chin.
NEW YORK             
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We will have a celebration on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2009 at two o’clock in the afternoon.
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=======================================

Margaret Chin won the Democratic Primary for 
Council person in her district (#1 & #3) which covers Chinatown, Tribeca, the Financial District and the lower West Side, so she will be on the ballot in the November election.  She beat the incumbent.  Rah, rah.

=======================================

This week John Liu won the Democratic nomination to become the next Comptroller of New York City.  He’s elated, and truly honored and grateful for your support.

During this long and hard-fought campaign, they focused on the issues and the challenges in a difficult economy, and on his qualifications for the office and my vision for New York.  Along the way they won the strong support of New Yorkers of different ethnicities, race, religion and sexual orientation.  He is so proud of the synergy they unlocked with the broad coalition they built!

John Liu thanks you and together, we will bring change for a better New York City.  If he wins the Nov. 3rd General Election, he would be the first Asian-American elected to citywide office in New York City.

The comptroller is the chief financial officer of the city, analyzing the budget and auditing city agencies.

At the United Federation of Teachers Hall in Lower Manhattan it was standing room only to see a historic moment, the nomination of an Asian American by the Democratic party for citywide office.  Councilman John Liu said his victory reaffirmed the power of the American dream for immigrant families like his own.  He said, "You'll have every opportunity to do better for yourself and your family. And this is certainly the lesson I've learned tonight and it is because of
all of you."
**********************************************************
CALIFORNIA

OCA Commends Mayor Newsom and San Francisco Board of Supervisors for Acknowledging Past Injustice toward Chinese Americans  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA—On September 15, 2009, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors unanimously adopted a Resolution acknowledging the historic role of the City government in advancing the policies of the Chinese Exclusion Act.  The Resolution also calls for encouraging the learning of history as well as celebration of the contributions of Chinese Americans.  

Pursuant to historical documents and records, Chinese Americans who settled in San Francisco during the 1870s became scapegoats to California ’s economic turmoil.  In 1876, San Francisco Mayor A.J. Bryant called upon the Board of Supervisors to appoint a commission on the “Chinese Problem,” which resulted in an official appeal to Congress and the President of the United States to restrict Chinese immigration.  Since then, a number of anti-Chinese legislation was adopted by the Board of Supervisors, preceding the passing of the Chinese Exclusion Action by United States Congress in 1882.  

Speaking on behalf of OCA at the hearing of this Resolution, OCA Past National President Claudine Cheng said, “This Resolution is of historic significance because for the first time, the San Francisco city government acknowledges this part of our city’s history and take a step towards making sure that the civil and human rights of Chinese Americans will not be infringed upon again.  This Resolution is not simply a symbolic gesture; given the ongoing national conversation on healthcare reform and just counts for all Asian Pacific 
Americans in the 2010 Census, this Resolution affirms the city’s commitment to treat Chinese Americans and all ethnic minorities fairly and equally.” 

“OCA has been fighting for and advancing the civil rights of Asian Pacific Americans since its founding in 1973,” said OCA National President Ken Lee.  “I am delighted that the Mayor and Board of Supervisors of San Francisco took positive steps to acknowledge the past.  Hundreds of thousands of Chinese Americans were impacted by discriminatory legislation in the past and we hope this Resolution will enhance public awareness of history and the ongoing contributions of Chinese Americans to our society and country.” 
**********************************************************MISCELLANEOUS
Forgotten Heroes Need Your Support
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"They were superb! That word correctly describes it: superb! They took terrific casualties. They showed rare courage and tremendous fighting spirit. Not too much can be said of the performance of those battalions in Europe and everybody wanted them...."

-General George C. Marshall
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Dear Patriots, Friends and Fellow Americans,

You are cordially invited to a VERY special once in a lifetime National event that is being held in Houston, Texas with keynote speaker, Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.

We are honored and humbled to host this special 65th Anniversary Tribute dinner for veterans of the "Rescue of the Lost Battalion." On November 1st, we are holding a special event in Houston, Texas that is a tribute to the 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT), both surviving and those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, whose heroism rescued the Texas based, 141st Infantry Battalion during this fierce and pivotal battle in World War II. 

During World War II, the 141st Regiment were surrounded by the Germans and facing complete defeat. Two other units had failed to break through enemy lines to rescue this battalion. The 442nd Regiment was then sent in and successfully defeated the Germans and rescued the remaining 141st Battalion members. 
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The 442nd had previously distinguished itself as tough, capable and determined. This all Japanese-American Battalion wanted to prove to its country that they were Americans first and foremost. When they began the mission to rescue the Lost Battalion, few military leaders thought success was conceivable. They were given the most dangerous assignments and later became known as the Purple Heart Battalion because they received more purple hearts and more Congressional Medals of Honor that any other Battalion. 

The 442nd suffered hundreds of casualties during the battle, but still defeated the much larger and better supplied German forces, and rescued the remaining 211 members of the 141st. Not only did the 442nd rescue the 141st...they also went on and accomplished the mission the 141st had embarked on over 8 days before. The news of this rescue quickly spread around the world reinvigorating the allied forces....demonstrating that no soldier would be left behind...no matter the cost!!!!

We hope you will click here and make plans to attend this once in a lifetime event and make a contribution to help fund some special projects. Should you be unable to attend, please consider a contribution to enable these heroes to attend this event before their numbers decrease any further.

These heroes are 85-95 years old and will be brought to Houston for this tribute to their bravery and commitment to bring every soldier home!! So far 37 have confirmed their participation and we are working hard to underwrite all the travel and other expenses for these heroes to come together for this likely final tribute to this piece of American history that is so close to being lost. 

However, we still need underwriters for 12 of these heroes. You can go here to fully underwrite the expenses for these Veteran Heroes for $1,500 or partially sponsor a veteran for $250. Both will be listed in the Tribute Program if we receive your contribution by Monday, October 19th. If you are unable to attend and choose to sponsor a veteran, a Tribute Program will be sent to you as a keepsake for your participation.

The proceeds of the event will pay for the veterans and a family member to attend this final tribute. Show your support for these heroes by making a donation today. And an educational interactive exhibit will be funded that will insure the "Rescue of the Lost Battalion" will be remembered for generations to come. During their time in Houston, oral histories will be taken of these remaining World War II American heroes and they will also get to spend time with their fellow heroes and reminisce about this shining moment in history 65 years ago.

All our best,

Clarence Cazalot, CEO Marathon Oil

Donna Cole, CEO Cole Chemical 

Fred Zeidman, National Chairman, US Holocaust Memorial Council 

Hon. Charles Foster, Founder and Co-Chairman Foster Quan, LLP


