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We wish to offer our condolences to Susan Sam and family in the passing of Phil Sam.  Phil passed away on Sunday, Nov. 22nd.
We wish to offer condolences to the family of Seymour Lee, who passed away last month.

We wish to offer condolences to the family of Henry W.F. Chin, husband of Betty of Port Washington, NY.  Henry passed away in December also.

We also wish to offer condolences to Ping Lee and family in the passing of Artie Lee.  Artie passed away Dec. 31st.
NEW YORK             JANUARY 10, 2010
The Asian Alumni Group of CCNY will hold its Annual Lunar NY Dinner Honoree Presentation and Dance on Feb. 6, 2010 at the Golden Unicorn Restaurant at 18 East Broadway New York, NY

We are honoring our newly elected Councilwoman, Margaret Chin for NYC District 1 (which includes Chinatown).  She is the first Asian woman to be 
elected to the NYC Council and she is also the first Asian to represent NYC Chinatown. She will be a first time voice for NYC Chinatown.  

Please try to attend to honor her and to celebrate the momentous occasion with us.

6:00 PM - Reception and cash bar

7:00 PM - Dinner & Program

Col. Chin's group rate is $45. per person (partial tax deduction).  Give me a ring and I will make a "good faith" reservation & seating and pay at the door.  
Thanks to those who have contributed funds and their efforts to help Margaret Chin get elected.

Bill Chin
718-792-5528
=====================================Struggle for Mott Street to survive 
 

Jan Lee stands in front of his former antiques shop. Photo: JEREMY SPARIG/METRO 

 
Jan Lee finished packing the contents of his antique shop on Sunday, reminiscing how Mott Street bustled when he opened Sinotique 18 years ago with neighbors like Sun Hop Shing Tea House, Sweet’n’Tart, 32 Mott Street General Store, and Sun Lok Kee.

He’s watched shops come and go on this iconic Chinatown block through the years, but he’s never seen what’s going on now — eight vacant stores within half a block at the base of Mott Street near Park Row.

“It’s unusual to have so many empty stores in such a concentrated area,” said Lee, whose family has been on Mott Street since the turn of the 20th century. “Mott Street is no longer the core of Chinatown. …The epicenter has shifted to Canal Street.”

Indeed, on a recent Sunday the sidewalk near Lee’s store at 19 Mott St. was quiet, while Canal’s sidewalks were overflowing. Some store owners blamed new construction that kicked out popular restaurants and added blight to the street. Lee implicated closure of Park Row that deflected tour bus routes and the shuttering of a 400-spot municipal garage that provided parking for these buses and out-of-town shoppers. Tourists now cluster at the bakeries on Mott just off of Canal near the illegal handbag vendors. 

Sinotique has the luxury of reopening in Dumbo, where Lee has a warehouse and workshop — and available street parking, he points out. But others may not be as lucky. 

Elaine Wong’s 15-year-old clothing boutique next to Lee’s shop was empty while a few blocks away, Canal’s counterfeit sellers were abuzz. 

“After 9/11, it was slow, down 20 to 30 percent. But in the last year, it’s a 70 percent slowdown,” she said. “I don’t know how long I can stay.”   *************************************NEW JERSEY
Welcome Chinese New Year with the Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company's Year of the Tiger Performance at NJPAC and authentic twelve-course Chinese banquet immediately following the performance on February 13th and February 14th.  OCA-NJ member, Sue Pai Yang, Workers’ Compensation Judge, will be honored as the recipient of the Golden Phoenix award.  This is a fun, family-friendly performance, with favorite Chinese folk dances like the Lion Dance and breathtaking contemporary dances.  We hope you'll join us.  The performance always sells out, so don't wait!

Chinese New Year, also known as the Lunar New Year or the Spring Festival is the most important of the traditional Chinese holidays.  In 2010, Chinese New Year is February 14th and consists of a period of celebrations. The Chinese New Year period ends with the Lantern Festival, the fifteenth day of the month. 

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company  Year of the Tiger Dance and Music Performance and Banquet 
Saturday, February 13, 2010
Sunday, February 14, 2010
Dance and Music Performance,  2:00 p.m.
Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company
Guest Artists:  The Chinese Music Ensemble of New York
Paper Cut Master Ho-Tien Chang
New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC), 
Victoria Theater
One Center Street                                                Newark, New Jersey
 
Chinese New Year Gala Banquet
4:00 p.m. 
A spectacular 12-course feast 

Chinatown Restaurant
218 Harrison Avenue                                       Harrison, New Jersey
Performance Only:  $22/Adult; $12/Child

Performance and Banquet:  $75/Adult; $25/Child; $650/Table of 10

For additional information and directions, contact the Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company

(800) 650-0246 or www.nainichen.org/tiger ********************************************************** WASHINGTON, DC
CENSUS 2010 REMINDER: GET INVOLVED! 
OCA is working diligently as an official Census 2010 Partner and the Census Information Center to prepare for the 2010 Census. 

  

Please remember that December 22  is the 100-day mark from Census Day. Many of our chapters have been very involved in outreach, and we hope all will continue these efforts to spread the word about the importance of the Census. For those who have not gotten involved, now is the time before the forms are mailed out! 

  

If you need further information about what OCA is doing around the Census, visit our Web site.
=======================================
JACL/OCA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

  

The annual State Farm JACL/OCA Leadership Conference will be held from Friday, March 5 - Tuesday, March 9, 2010. We will be selecting 15 OCA and 15 JACL members to spend 4 intensive days in Washington , DC . The Conference is designed to introduce OCA and JACL leaders to the political process by having them meet with members of Congress, the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus, Administration officials, government agencies, as well as with OCA's and JACL's colleagues in the Washington, DC social justice community. 
OCA members are strongly encouraged to apply to participate in the conference. In the past, it has proven to be extremely helpful to members in realizing how OCA chapters can most effectively work with OCA National Headquarters on issues important to the APA community. 
 
LOCATION: Washington, DC 
ELIGIBILITY: OCA Executive Council, National Board Members, and Chapter Board Members who have paid their current OCA membership dues. 
 
COST: Once selected, OCA Chapters are responsible for the $100 Conference registration. Fee includes all meals, travel & accommodations during the actual conference. 
 
APPLICATION:  We encourage all interested participants to apply online here. A hardcopy can also be downloaded from our Web site here. 
 
DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted by January 11, 2010 
For more information, visit the Web site or contact Senior Program Manager Pei-Un Yee.         =======================================
OCA CELEBRATES ACHIEVEMENTS OF TWO APA LEADERS
   
Kiran Ahuja was recently named executive director of the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Ahuja was the founding executive director of the National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum and an honor trial attorney with the United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division.  OCA is excited to work with her and the President’s Advisory Commission on AAPIs. 
On October 15, President Obama signed an executive order reestablishing the Initiative and the Advisory Commission. This year marks the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the Initiative, which was created to improve the quality of life in underserved AAPI communities through increased participation in federal programs.  Education Secretary Arne Duncan and Commerce Secretary Gary Locke are the co-chairs of the Initiative. 

**********************************************************
CALIFORNIA
On December 1, the U.S. Senate confirmed Judge Jacqueline Nguyen as a federal district judge in the Central District of California.  She is the first Vietnamese-American woman to serve as a federal district court judge in the United States.  Currently, APAs make up less than one percent of all federal judges.  OCA applauds this historic confirmation and will continue to advocate for the confirmation of Judge Denny Chin for an appellate judgeship on the Second Circuit, Edward Chen as a district judge in the Northern District of California, and Dolly Gee as a district judge in the Central District of California.

**********************************************************     
MISCELLANEOUS
(Jan. 6) -- The antioxidant-boosting pomegranate just got a boost of its own: U.S. researchers say that on top of all its other health benefits, the ancient fruit fights breast cancer as well. 

A rare compound found in pomegranates, ellagic acid, helps stop the growth of hormone-fed cancer cells, according to a study published in the January issue of Cancer Prevention Research, a journal of the American Association for Cancer Research. 

It does so by inhibiting aromatase, an enzyme that converts androgen to estrogen -- the female hormone that helps certain tumors grow. Without that conversion, the growth of some tumors can be halted. 

"We were surprised by our findings," said one of the researchers, Shiuan Chen, director of the Division of Tumor Cell Biology and co-leader of the Breast Cancer Research Program at City of Hope in Duarte, Calif. 

"We previously found other fruits, such as grapes, to be capable of the inhibition of aromatase. But phytochemicals in pomegranates and in grapes are different," Chen said, according to a news release posted on the association's Web site. 

Chen's team found that 10 natural compounds in the fruit, the so-called phytochemicals, may potentially prevent estrogen-related breast cancer.

About three-quarters of all breast cancers are fed by estrogen.

According to the study, pomegranates appear to have the same effect as medicines called aromatase inhibitors -- such as Pfizer's Aromasin, Novartis' Femara and AstraZeneca Plc's Arimidex -- to keep estrogen from feeding tumors.

The release quotes other scientists not associated with the study, who say the results are promising enough to encourage more experiments on the cancer-fighting properties of pomegranates. One of those, Gary Stoner, a professor in the Department of Internal Medicine at Ohio State University, said people "might consider consuming more pomegranates to protect against cancer development in the breast and perhaps in other tissues and organs."

More than 400,000 women die each year from breast cancer. Previous research has shown that pomegranate juice is rich in antioxidants that may help fight other types of cancer, heart disease and Alzheimer's. Filed under: Nation, Health
**********************************************************
Father, I ask You to bless my friends, relatives and those that I care deeply for, who are reading this right now. Show them a new revelation of your love and power. Holy Spirit, I ask You to minister to their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them your peace and mercy. Where there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through your grace. Where there is need, I ask you to fulfill their needs. Bless their homes, families, finances, their goings and their comings. In Jesus' precious name. Amen.
HAPPY NEW YEAR


